Select Board Meeting

11/01/04

7:00 PM

Minutes

On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to open the meeting at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Irene L. Belanger, Betsy Fitzgerald, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Tiffany L. Glidden. Others present were Heather Dolan, Rae-Lynn ……, Jake Rocque, Galen Belden, Chelsea Dowe, Ashley Beale, Natalie Corbin, Caty Barnes, Stephen Kibbin, Josh Eugley, Jeremy Taylor, Pam and Tim Harriman, Charles Clark, and the Town Manager.
Those in attendance at the meeting were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag by Charles Clark.

On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #17 for $14,550.09 and Warrant #18 for $332,399.18 as presented. 
On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 10/18/04 Select Board meeting as presented. 
The Chair of the Select Board presented Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald with a certificate of appreciation and a box of chocolates for the many years of service she has given to the town. 

Public Comment (On Agenda Items Only): There was not any public comment at this time.

Manager’s Communications:
· Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day – Preliminary Summary: It was noted that 19 China citizens signed up for the program and that 22 units were processed in Waterville. A disposal unit is comparable to a five gallon quantity. It is expected that the cost to China will be less than $1,000.00 and will be under budget. There was discussion about regional collection points and associated liability issues of handling and transportation.










· November 2, 2004 Election: The election will be held at the China Middle School and the polls will be open from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm. Over 500 people have voted by absentee ballot. The town office will be closed on election day.

· Summer Road Projects Update: It was noted that most projects have been completed. The placing of gravel in roadside ditches has been completed. The Plummer Road work remains outstanding but hopefully will be completed within the next two weeks. If it is not paved this fall there will be some calcium chloride applied to the road surface. 

There was discussion about one road reconstruction matter on the Wing Road. Pam and Tim Harriman were in attendance. Mr. Harriman relayed a concern about a well supplying his residence with water. He asserted that surface water run-off as a result of road reconstruction in front of his residence may impact the quality of the well water supplied to his residence. Mr. Harriman asked what the Board would do if the well is found to be containing excessive amounts of road salt in the spring. He went on to comment about the flow of water in the ditch in front of his residence.  Selectperson Irene Belanger asked Mr. Harriman if he had previously tested the well water. Mr. Harriman indicated that he had not tested the water. Selectperson Neil Farrington commented about research he has been doing on spring fed wells and said that any determination about contamination would necessarily have to be considered only after appropriate water testing is done. Selectperson Joann C. Austin commented about her experience with dug wells near her residence. Mr. Harriman insisted that the Select Board tell him what the town’s position would be in the spring if elevated levels of salt are found in the well water. The Board concluded that additional water testing would need to be done before any conclusions are reached. The Town Manager noted that several officials, Road Committee members, and town employees have visited the site and are satisfied with the results. Selectperson Joann C. Austin noted that the property is town owned. Selectperson Irene L. Belanger noted all the other things done to enhance the property aesthetics. 

· Town Office Addition: The Town manager noted that work continues on the project and that roofing shingles have recently arrived on site. It is expected to take the contractor about three to four weeks to complete the addition.

Unfinished Business:

· Accounts Payable and Payroll Processing Policy Adoption: School Committee Chair Charles Clark gave his accounting of the payables and payroll process development over the last couple of years. He noted that payable warrants were not being appropriately signed by school finance committee members and apologized for the current payable warrant not being appropriately signed. He recommended that the Select Board not process any
additional payables warrants if there are not the proper signatures on the document. It was agreed that the Town Manager is to write a letter reflecting the deliberations of the Select Board on the issue to send it to Board members for consideration and approval.

New Business:

· Municipal Valuation Report: The Board processed the annual Municipal Valuation Report that will be sent to the Maine Revenue Services Bureau. The MVR reflects a good deal of assessment information of the Town of China.
On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 8:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel L’Heureux

Town Manager  
