Select Board Meeting
04/19/06
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were as recorded on the attendance sheet attached to these minutes.     Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Robert Batteese.
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L Belanger, and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #43 for $15,347.73 and Warrant #44 for $722,912.61 as presented.

The minutes of the 02/06/06 and 04/03/03 Select Board meetings will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· 2005 Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program – File by 
05/31/06: The Town Manager noted that he continues to promote this program at Select Board meetings so that more residents of China will become informed and take advantage of the offering. There is still time to apply for the refund until May 31, 2006.
· Floats and Concrete Planks at the Head of The Lake – Department of 
Conservation: It was noted that the floats and concrete planking at the boat landing have been installed. It was stated that the town is grateful for the grant administered by the Department of Conservation. A float and the concrete planks were granted to the town. 
· Maine Local Roads Scholar Program – Gary Cummings: It was noted that town employee, Gary Cummings, was the recent recipient of an award from the Maine Local Roads Center. Gary was recognized as a Maine “Roads Scholar” because he fulfilled the requirements of the Program by attending at lease 10 workshop days sponsored by the Center. The Select Board asked the Town Manager to express their appreciation for his efforts on behalf of the town.
· Open Transfer Station Day – Proposal for June 10, 2006: The Board accepted the proposal for an open transfer station day on June 10, 2006. 
· June 13, 2006 Referendum Election – Town Office -  Polls Open from 7:30am 
to 8:00pm – Public Hearing Date On Ballot Items: It was noted that the election will take place in the China town office. The Public Hearing was scheduled for 6:30pm on Monday, May 15, 2006 prior to the regularly scheduled meeting.

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· China Lake Outlet Stream Dam – Follow-Up: It was noted that the Town of Vassalboro would be meeting on Tuesday, April 25, 2006 at 7:00 pm at the Vassalboro Town Office to discuss ownership and maintenance issues. Selectperson Elwood Ellis agreed to attend the meeting and represent China’s interests.   

· Cardboard Recycling – Processing/Efficiency Considerations: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to ask the town manager to look into the concept of placing cardboard dumpsters at various sites for vendor and public use as one step in the process of making the recycling of cardboard more economically efficient. Progress reports will be made at subsequent Select Board meetings. The Board discussed various options and did not come to any definitive conclusions upon which to base a policy decision.  
· Capital Improvement Advisory Committee – Public Response: It was noted that several residents have volunteered to serve on this Committee. The final list will be presented to the Select Board at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· June 13, 2006 Ballot Items for Consideration:

Budget Committee Ordinance - Districts and Terms of 




Office – Preparation for the November Election of the Budget 


Committee Members: There was an opinion expressed that the Chairperson of the Budget Committee should be elected by the Committee members themselves after the election rather than by the voters at the polls. It was noted that the Ordinance as drafted and proposed was one developed after input from the MMA and one which closely resembled the currently existing ordinance. It was agreed that any change could be made at a subsequent election and after experiencing the first election process. On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to put this








question on the June 13, 2006 ballot as amended. The amendment was made to Section 3, line three striking the language “at least”. A copy of the ballot Article will be attached to these minutes.  

China Land Development Code, Chapter 2, Land Use Ordinance and 



Chapter 11, Definitions: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to put this article on the June 13, 2006 referendum ballot. There was a good amount of discussion on whether or not the amendment to the China Land Development Code would solve the long term space needs concerns of the China Village Volunteer Fire Department. It was noted that the long term space needs consideration is the reason for the proposed article dealing with a plan for a land purchase.  A copy of the ballot Article will be attached to these minutes.    

Proposed Land Purchase – Map 62, Lot 66 – CVVFD: On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0-1(Austin) to table the motion indefinitely. The Board felt that there was not enough time in which to understand the relevant financial and political issues. It was felt that there was also not enough discussion between the three fire departments and that more review is needed. The Board listened to comments from David Herrard of the Weeks Mills Volunteer Fire Department, Dick Morse of the South China Volunteer Fire Department, and George Studley and Tim Theriault of the China Village Volunteer Fire Department. 
· Snow Plowing Bids 2006-2007 – Review and Awards: On a motion Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to award the plowing contracts to Anthony Cowing, Scott Childs, and Stephen S. Childs for $68.00/hour, $68.00/hour, and $67.00/hour respectively and to award a guaranteed payment of a minimum $20,000/year to each plowing contractor and a set of cutting edges to each contractor as needed, but not more than one set per plowing season. There was a good deal of discussions about the rapid increases in costs associated with plowing and whether or not the town should re-bid the plowing routes.    
· Quit Claim Deeds – Execute Documents/Signatures: The Board processed several quit-claim deeds. The documentation is on file at the town office.
· Ratio Declaration & Reimbursement Application: On a motion by Selectperson and a second by Selectperson, the Board voted 5-0 to accept and process as drafted, the Ratio Declaration & Reimbursement Application to be sent to the State. The State basis the information and data provided as a basis for reimbursement of the Homestead tax exemption and other full just value tax exemptions. By accepting and processing this application, the town declares a certified ratio of assessment or just value upon which local assessments are based. 











On a motion by Selectperson Irene L Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to appoint members to the China Comprehensive Planning Committee as named on the list attached as part of the minutes and to encumber, if necessary, the dollar amount appropriated at the last Town Business Meeting for completion of the revisions to the Comprehensive Plan.


On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
