Special Select Board Meeting

04/01/03

7:00PM

Minutes

On a motion by Selectperson Joann Austin and a second by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to open the meeting at 7:00pm. Board members present were Irene L. Belanger, Joann C. Austin, Tiffany Glidden, and Leslie French. Others present were Frank Anderson, Anthony J. Pileggi, Bob Batteese, Sally Riordan, Lois Dodge, Linda Clifford, Wayne Bengtson, Annette and Kevin McLaggan, Scott McCormac, Theresa Wight, Melanie Thompson, Marion Chasteen, Dick Bradbury, Jeff Googin, Charlie and Alec Hartman, Troy Smith, Tammy Trask, William Bickford, Don Poulin, Charles Clark, Elaine Miller, Gary Smith, Blair Gollihur, Janet Preston, Diane Brandt, and the Town Manager.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann Austin and a second by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to accept Warrant #20A for $11,941.52 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden and a second by Selectperson Joann Austin, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to accept the minutes of the 03/24/03 Select Board meeting.

Old Business:

· School Budget – Proposed Budget/Recommendations: School Union #52 Superintendent of Schools Elaine Miller, SU #52 Business Manager Gary Smith, Chairman of the School Committee Charles Clark, and School Committee members Diane Brandt and Sue Ann Charles presented the Select Board with school budget articles and explained the current state of the China school budget. It was noted that the budget is about $114,000.00 higher than last year. Because of the way the state school funding formula works, the amount of additional from local taxes will increase by about $197,000.00 if accepted by the voters. The discussion covered division of funds between elementary and secondary education. There were several comments about the high amount tuition takes as a share of the school budget, to the detriment of China’s primary and middle schools. Budget Committee Chairman Robert Batteese encouraged discussion 







early in the new fiscal year on high school contracts for tuition and other ways to control educational expenses. The following is a summary of the articles and respective votes by the Select Board:

Article 1 Foundation Allocation: Motion Selectperson Joann Austin, Second Tiffany Glidden, vote 3-0-1(Chair),

Article 2 Debt Service: Motion Joann Austin, Second Tiffany Glidden, vote 3-0-1(Chair),

Article 3 Tuition: Motion Joann Austin, Second Tiffany Glidden, vote 

2-1(French)-1(Chair),

Article 4 Expenditure: Motion Joann Austin, Second Tiffany Glidden, vote 3-0-1(Chair),

Article 5 Additional Funds: Motion Joann Austin, Second Leslie French, vote 2-1(Glidden)-1(Chair),

Article 6 Expenditure: Motion Joann, Second Leslie French, vote 

2-1(Glidden)-1(Chair),

Article 7 Summary: Motion Joann Austin, Second Tiffany Glidden, vote 

2-1(Glidden)-1(Chair),

Article 8 Reduce Local Option Monies: Motion Joann Austin, Second Tiffany Glidden, vote 3-0-1(Chair). 

The Board adjourned at 8:50pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy Fitzgerald, Secretary

China Select Board

