NOTES FROM THE FEBRUARY 24   MEETING of THURSTON PARK COMMITTEE:

Members present: Bill Seekins, John Collins, Irma Simon, Joann Austin, Phillip Demaynadier, Judy Stone, Al Althenn, Irene Belanger Tim Theriault (at beginning), and a new member Tess Carter

Members expected another time: Tim Theriault, Bruce Fitzgerald, Vivan French, Irene Belanger, Dwaine Drummond, Leslie French, Gary French


Dan L’Heureux had done up a large map showing the soil types superimposed on the picture of the forest. (The picture was taken at an earlier date prior to the ice storm cutting.). The gravel and sand soils are on a long swath parallel to the beaver bog. It should be possible to take out 5 acres of gravel (the maximum size the Town could get a state permit for at one time) and camouflage the site. There was a lot of discussion of the map.

Add –on  {I have learned since that K Tobey &Son took gravel from that area near the north entrance to build the entrance and the road up the hill at the north end prior to the earlier tree harvest. I would be interested to know if the site of the earlier gravel removal was easy to see, or not, once the snow is gone.}

Judy Stone had reviewed the forest types in Vite Vitale plan, She said she needed to know where the access would be since that would dictate what stands to protect. I noted the words “successional Forest”.
The bog and the beaver dammed water should probably  be maintained as a “well managed riparian habitat”.

Tim Theriault wanted us to strongly consider his preference for the north entrance by Albion because it is much closer to the China Village end of town. The difficulty of preventing the erosion down that road because of its steepness, and the need for much more ‘bridge’ because the beavers are making the water significantly higher that the present  crossing height, were felt to be major problems. Tim also said there was an entrance from the Parmenter Hill road that went northeast from the top of the hill and somehow crossed the bog into the park. No one else could figure where that might be. 

Joann Austin reported on the snowmobile trail maintenance. It is done by the Albion Snowmobile club, and they cross the Yorktown Stream up in Albion and come down the south east side of the bog, making a large loop down the Yorktown Road and back up around , along the Palermo line, and back into Albion. Elwin Higgins marked a map to show the general route. They do not go south of the Yorktown Road on their trail.

It was also determined that the Yorktown Stream runs into the Fifteen Mile Stream in Albion and thence to the Sebasticook River. It is not part of either the Sheepscot River watershed or the China Lake watershed.

Bill Seekins reported  with photographs on his walk through the park with his son. He covered the loop south of the Yorktown Road. The BIG MAP appeared to show road ways going down to the bog and ending. 

There was an extended discussion about the access, for whom, with what equipment. Reference was made to the management of the Hidden Valley Nature Area in Jefferson that has a wonderful program for public use. Al urged us to review their web site ( sent in prior email) They have 800 acres and cut 25 acres a year to manage their forest on a rotating plan. They also have marked trails and wild things identified.

There is not agreement as to whether it was okay to have hunting and guns in the park. It has been a place that people like to hunt for all these years.. To stop that would likely cause a great deal of disagreement in the Town.  But it is scary to walk in the woods for a non-hunter in the fall.  This will  be discussed further.

Also there was not a comfortable agreement on whether to have vehicles and 4 wheelers in the park, because they damage the places they go so badly and because they are so noisy. We preferred not to have vehicles, but have a way for emergency vehicles to get in. As to the 4 wheelers, it was suggested that we should have seasonal gates (ie no access in the spring) (also daytime/nighttime?) and travel only on the main road (other roads blocked) and that that would be a trial for 2 years and would be disallowed if there was any abuse of the park property. (Reference Baxter State park protocol)

A similar discussion about snowmobiles and noise ended with agreement that they are able to perform a service in the winter –Trail Maintenance—and we need to get more input from the 4 Season Club about this. Irene will contact the snowmobile clubs.


The question was raised about whether we could get money for CARBON CREDITS. Irene will contact Gail Chase who now works for KVCOG


The Committee all agreed on the following:        (1)  the FIRST Road access would be the south entrance (and parking near the entrance )  
1. The Yorktown road in the park would be improved for 4 wheel vehicles all the way through but intended for emergency vehicle use only and 
1. The need for the north entrance would be assessed later and done later

Joann will try to get quotes on the cost of doing the South entrance road and the parking lots.

Judy and Phil will jointly prepare a presentation for the next meeting.

Bill and Tess are going out to use their GPS es   Tess will GPS the historical sites. She has used the park for horse back riding
 For 20 years and even took a jeep in once to cater a trail riding group.!

Joann reported on a Conservation workshop.  Jim G_____ of  the Trust for Public Lands is a powerhouse of information about how to put conservation projects together. He said he would come to China to address the Open Space Commitee. The Thurston Park Committee should meet jointly at that time.

NEXT MEETING MARCH 10  at 6:30


