Select Board Meeting 

09/02/2008 – Town Office Meeting Room

6:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag
Open Meeting/Public Hearing: To receive comments from residents/taxpayers regarding the comprehensive town-wide revaluation: Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Gabrielle Isenbrand, Tammy Trask, Tara Trask, Scott Pierz, Jean Brown, Mary Grow and the Town Manager. Comments and questions were received from Tammy and Tara Trask and Gabrielle Isenbrand. The Board and Town Manager responded appropriately. It was noted that the final mil rate proposed for adoption by the Board is 10.2 mils, or $10.20 per $1,000.00 of valuation. The tax bills are scheduled to be sent out later in the week. 
Preliminary Assessed Values 2008 Notice and Hearings - Update – Next Steps
Tax Exemptions and Tax Relief Programs: It was noted that if property owners are not satisfied with their tax bills, they may set up an appointment with the Assessors’ Agent in the coming weeks. If they continue to be dissatisfied, they may file an application for abatement of taxes. Depending on the decision rendered on the abatement application, they may further appeal the decision to the Board of Assessing Appeals locally, and then on to the State court system if completely dissatisfied.   

Select Board Meeting
Monday - 05/28/2008 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Gabrielle Isenbrand, Tammy Trask, Tara Trask, Scott Pierz, Jean Brown, Mary Grow and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Tiffany Glidden.

On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #9 for $19,496.96 and Warrant #10 for $265,576.45 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 09/02/2008 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Freedom Of Access Law and Public Officials Training: It was noted that elected officials need to certify that they have had the proper training relating to the Freedom of Access Law and to provide the town office with such certification. 
· Nomination Papers – Positions Open – Return of Papers: It was noted that local elections will be held on November 4, 2008 and that signed nomination papers are due at the town office by 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 20, 2008.

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Revaluation – Official Acceptance: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to formally accept the revaluation as done by William Van Tuinen, Tax Assessing Services and presented to them for use in the commitment of taxes. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Office Rental Options – Old Town Office Draft Lease/Rental Agreement: On a motion by Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0-1(Austin) to advertise the office for rent or lease to non-profit organizations. There was discussion about the condition of the office area. It was noted that significant reconstruction was done for mold remediation in 2007.  
· November Ballot Articles:

School Reorganization: On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a 
second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to put the 
question on the November ballot as proposed and submitted, contingent on 
the SAD#47 approval vote on September 3, 2008, and to recommend 
“Yes” for its adoption by voters.  












Power Appliance(s) – Windmill Purchase: On a motion by Selectperson 
Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the 
Board voted 5-0 to put the question on the November ballot as proposed 
and submitted and to recommend “Yes” for its adoption by voters. There 
was discussion about comparative costs of windmills from different 
vendors and for the need to research all options.

General Assistance – Additional Appropriation: On a motion by 
Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. 
Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to put the question on the November ballot 
as proposed and submitted and to recommend “Yes” for its adoption by 
voters. 

Order of Discontinuance of a Section of Jones Road (Hannaford Project 

and Traffic Concerns): The decision was put off because of a 
need to invite abutting landowners to a public meeting to receive their 
comments. There is a certain prescribed process to follow in the Order of 
Discontinuance. This public meeting will be held on September 15, 2008 
prior to the regularly scheduled Select Board meeting. The Road 
Committee will also need to deliberate on the proposal.

Comprehensive Plan Acceptance: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. 
Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 
5-0 to put the question on the November ballot as proposed and submitted 
and to recommend “Yes” for its adoption by voters.

Program for “Working Off Taxes” – Recent Legislative Document: The 
Board decided not to forward this to the November ballot. The 
complexities relating to the development of such a program demand that 
the town devote more time to develop appropriate language.  

China Land Development Code Amendments – Essential Services and 


Definitions: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a 
second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to put the 
question on the November ballot as proposed and submitted and to 
recommend “Yes” for its adoption by voters. C.E.O. Scott Pierz informed 
the Board about the proposed changes and the reasons for the proposal.












Wireless Telecommunications Ordinance and Associated Definitions: 


Added to the China Land Development Code: This item will again 
be discussed at the Board meeting scheduled for September 15, 2008. 
Planning Board members in office in 2001 proposed a similar Ordinance 
which was not forwarded to voters at that time. The current Planning 
Board reviewed the Ordinance after Michael Willette, a non-resident of 
China, alerted them to the possibility that a national company might apply 
to build a tower in the northern part of China, close to one owned by Mr. 
Willette in Albion. Resident, Mr. Charles Plumer, objected o the proposed 
ordinance, though he admitted he never read the ordinance. Planning 
Board member, Gabrielle Isenbrand commented that she found Mr. 
Willette’s presentation a “catalyst” in the process and went on to note that 
the Planning Board had a legitimate concern that there was not anything in 
place to deal with wireless communication/cell tower structures.  

Streets & Ways Ordinance: This item will again be discussed at the next 
meeting. The Road Committee will need to deliberate on this proposal 
before the Select Board makes a final decision. Select Board Chairperson 
Elwood Ellis noted that he, Richard Norton, and the Town Manager have 
drafted proposed amendments for consideration.
· Tax Commitment 2008-2009:

Tax Due Dates, Interest Rate on Delinquent Tax Payments, Tax Bill 


Format Changes, Other: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. 
Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 

5-0 to commit taxes as proposed for the 2008-2009 fiscal year and to sign 
the appropriate documents related to the commitment. The commitment 
mil rate is set at 10.2 mils, slightly less than indicated in the preliminary 
tax notices sent out by the revaluation contractor.

In other business, the Town Manager noted that all the sand and salt needed for the upcoming season has been purchased.   

On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 8:14 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
