Select Board Meeting
01/23/06
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Bryan Taylor, Mary Grow, Tim Harriman, Fred Anderson, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by the Town Manager
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #30 for $15,058.99 and Warrant #31 for $368,404.20 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 01/09/06 Select Board meeting as amended. 

Manager’s Report:

· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· 2005 Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program – File by 

May 31, 2006: It was noted that there is still a good deal of time to file for the refund program before the deadline. Residents were encouraged to take advantage of this financial opportunity. It is estimated that only 55% of those eligible will ultimately apply for the refund. 
· 1st Quarter Tipping Fees – P.E.R.C.: It was noted that the tipping fees for the first quarter of 2006 will be $64.80 per ton, up from $62.50 last quarter. 
· Compost Bin and Kitchen Pail Offering: It was noted that the town is continuing to take orders for the compost bin and kitchen pail offering.
· Shore Land Septic System Compliance Program - Resident Communication: The Town Manager said that it is expected that the letters will go in the mail by the end of January or in the first week of February. A follow-up post card will probably be sent.
Unfinished Business:

· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· China Lake Outlet Stream Dam – Follow-Up – Joann Austin: Selectperson Joann C. Austin gave a summary of the meeting held in Vassalboro regarding a 








proposal by the Town of Vassalboro of shared ownership, maintenance, and capital improvement of the China Lake outlet stream dam. She noted that there was not any interest in shared ownership of the dam and that Jeff LaCasse relayed that some of the KWD Trustees oppose ownership. Joann further noted that she asked for the Town of Vassalboro’s and KWD’s support for a study of the wetlands around China Lake in return for the consideration by China of sharing responsibility for the dam. Selectperson Austin noted that the Town Manager of Vassalboro, Mike Vashon, said that the two issues were unrelated. She went on to say that KWD offered to have KWD staff manage the dam gates and clean the fish screens. Selectman Neil Farrington recommended that a representative from Vassalboro be invited to attend the next China Select Board meeting.  On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-1(Farrington) to table the item to the next regularly scheduled Board meeting. The Board indicated that continued communication with the Town of Vassalboro would be very important while deliberations continue in China.  

· 2006-2007 Municipal Budget Deliberations: The Board began deliberations on the 2006-2007 municipal budget. They progressed through approximately one half of the budget, through the transfer station and up to the highway proposals. It is expected that the Town Business Meeting will be held at the end of March. The Board will make a decision on the date for the Town Business Meeting at their next regular meeting on February 6, 2006.
· General Town Budget Discussion: The Board will discuss this topic at their next regularly scheduled meeting on February 6, 2006.
New Business:

· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Quit Claim Deeds: The Board signed a quit-claim deed for Cindy French.
· Red Lights: The Board approved and signed red light applications for Marty Britten and Justin Cerbarano. 

















The Board decided to have discussions about the town relations with the School Union 52 and the proposed capital renovation project associated with China Middle School on the next agenda. 

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 9:22pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
