Select Board Meeting – Special Budget Meeting
Monday – 01/26/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were David Landry, Jenny Clair, Kathy Glenn-Lewin, Gerry Boyle, Mary Grow and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by the Town Manager. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator: Recycling Coordinator Neil Farrington gave up his time so that the Board could get into the budget materials. 
· Comprehensive Plan Implementation Initiatives: The Board briefly discussed how to implement the revised town comprehensive plan and accepted the Town Manager’s offer to produce a chart showing the respective responsibilities of various town boards and organizations. 
· 2009-2010 Municipal Budget Review (Revenues) and Warrant Approval: Representatives of the China Region Lakes Alliance and the Albert Church Brown Memorial Library requested consideration on warrant articles for the march 28, 2009 Town Business Meeting. CRLA past president David Landry requested the same amount as last year plus the authorization to ask for up to $10,000.00 from surplus if needed to match grant awards. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 5-0 to include an additional $10,000.00 in the article requesting appropriation of matching funds in successful grant operations, with the understanding that $10,000.00 would be for the CRLA if needed.  

The Library Association of the Albert Church Brown Memorial Library was represented by Kathy Glenn-Lewin president of the Trustees, past-president Gerry Boyle, and treasurer Jennifer Clair. They explained that, although the library has an endowment, the poor economy has reduced the amount derived from the endowment. They went on to explain that they have embarked on a multi-year plan to expend services. The representatives requested $4,000.00 from the town and for the Select Board to consider








 putting an article on the Town business Meeting warrant requesting the appropriation. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 5-0 to include an article combining both of the requests, asking for $4000.00 for the Albert Church Brown Memorial Library and $4500 for the South China Library. 

Another article decided to be put on the warrant is a request for up to $15,000.00 from undesignated fund balance to purchase a digital message board sign for the town office. On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 3-2(Austin, Farrington) to include an article on the ballot for the purchase of the sign. 

Two articles remained to be put into final form at the next meeting. One asks voters to fund video cameras at the transfer station and the other is an article asking voters to authorize the Select Board to contract for removal of sand and gravel from Thurston Park, a 377 acre parcel of town owned land in the northeast part of China.   

It was noted that the Budget Committee needs to review and make recommendations on the articles. The Town Manager noted that if all articles are approved, the amount needed from property taxes will exceed the LD#1 spending limit by approximately $90,000.00 but should not affect the mil rate. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Planning Board Appointment: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to appoint Blaine Bronson to the District 3 seat to fill out Vivan French’s unexpired term.
The next two meetings of the Select Board will be February 2 and February 16. A presentation by Unity College students regarding their study of China lake wetlands is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on February 16, 2009. 
 




















On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 10:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
