Public Hearing

05/15/06

6:30PM

June Ballot Articles – Warrant for the June 13, 2006 Town Meeting


The Public Hearing was opened at 6:31pm. Select Board members present were Elwood Ellis and Neil Farrington. Others present were Janet Preston, Scott Pierz, Mary Grow, Robert Batteese, and the Town Manager. There was brief discussion for approximately one half hour on the three items immediately below. 

1. School Budget Articles 


Article 2.
State & Local EPS Funding Allocation.
     2.   Budget Committee Ordinance – See Attached Ordinance

Article 8.  Shall the town of China vote to adopt the Budget Committee Ordinance 
dated June 13, 2006 as approved and recommended by the China Select Board? 

(Explanation: It is intended that the proposed Budget Committee Ordinance will 
repeal and replace any previous action taken by the 1947 (or any other) Town 
Meeting vote. The 1947 Town Meeting Article has remained the governing 
procedure in the years up to today.)



Selectmen Recommend:

Yes


3. China land Development Code – See Attached Amendment
Article 9.  Shall Amendments to the China Land Development Code entitled Chapter 2, Land Use Ordinance and Chapter 11, Definitions, be enacted by the voters of the Town of China?


Selectmen Recommend:

Yes

Planning Board Recommends:
Yes
Select Board Meeting
05/15/06
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Elwood Ellis (acting Chair), Joann C. Austin, and Neil Farrington. Others present were H. David Cotta, Robert Batteese, Scott Pierz, Alex Oliver, Angelica Allen, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager.  Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by David Cotta.
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 3-0 to accept Warrant #47 for $14,321.81 and Warrant #48 for $380,063.12 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 3-0 to accept the minutes of the 04/03/06, 04/19/06, and 05/01/06 Select Board meetings as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· 2005 Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program – File by May 31, 2006: It was noted that this item serves to inform the residents of the town of this opportunity on a regular basis.
· Open Transfer Station Day – Guidelines: It was reported that an insert in the Town Line newspaper will be sent out to all China residents notifying them of the “fee free” day and giving them details of the associated restrictions.
· June 13, 2006 Referendum Election – Town Office -  Polls Open from 7:30am to 8:00pm: It was noted that this is only serving as a reminder to voters about the specifics of election day in China.  
· Project Canopy Grant Award – Signing: The Board authorized the Town Manager to sign the grant acceptance on behalf of the town. 
· Paving Schedule – Summer and Fall 2006 – Bid Acceptance/Awarding: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted to 3-0 to accept the low bid of Marriners, Inc. for $49.80 per ton of asphalt. It was noted that this bid is approximately $16.00 per ton over the bid last year. 









· Notice of Road Closure (Bog Brook Road & Culvert Replacement): It was noted that the Bog Brook Road will be closed for approximately one full day on May 22, 2006.
· China Lake Outlet Stream Dam – Update: It was noted that there has not been any further communication from the Town of Vassalboro on the topic of shared maintenance and capital improvement since the last Select Board meeting report. 

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling – Cardboard and Other Materials – Operations Efficiency: The Board agreed to move in a direction of greater economic efficiency in the recycling of cardboard. They asked the Town manager to provide cost estimates to provide several sites with dumpster cans for the sole purpose of collecting cardboard.  The possible placement of dumpsters is intended to eliminate the handling of the cardboard by town employees at the respective sites and also at the transfer station thereby substantially reducing the costs of processing. The collecting of cardboard would be contracted out and picked up by a packer truck mechanically and transported directly to the recycling facility.  

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Municipal Tax Abatement: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 3-0 to process an abatement for Kevin Dawes and Ronald Buchanan in the amount of $72.67 on the 2003 and 2004 taxes.  
· Red Lights Applications – China Rescue





Kathy O’Clair





Timothy Theriault: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 3-0 to approve of the Red Light applications for Kathy O’Clair and Timothy Theriault.

Other items the Board discussed were: 

A Maine Criminal Justice Academy proposed policy on “Public notification regarding persons in the community required to register under Title 34-A, chapter 15” was discussed. It was decided to revisit this item at the May 31, 2006 scheduled meeting.










The Board briefly discussed an Appeals Board administrative issue. They suggested to the Town Manager that it would be appropriate to collect in advance funds required to process applications for the Planning Board and Board of Appeals.

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 3-0 to appoint Larry Rancourt, with Shawn Boynton as an alternate, as representatives of the Planning Board, and Jim Wilkins as an alternate to Irene L. Belanger representing the Comprehensive Planning Committee, to the Capital Improvement Advisory Committee.  

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 3-0 to approve of a grader repair expense of up to $25,338.21 out of the Capital Reserve Fund specifically earmarked for that purpose.


The Board decided to schedule their next meeting on Wednesday, May 31, 2006 at 8:00am in the town office because the preceding Monday is a holiday.
On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Neil Farrington, the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 8:04pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
After the regular meeting the Select Board meet in their role of Municipal Board of Assessors at 8:15pm. On a motion by Selectperson/Assessor Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson/Assessor Joann C. Austin, the Board of Assessors voted 3-0 to abate the taxes of Kevin Dawes and Ronald Buchanan in the amount $37.04 for 2005 and the taxes of Roy M. and Carolyn J. Dow in the amount of $144.65 for 2005. The Board of Assessors adjourned at 8:21pm. 
