Select Board Meeting
11/14/05

7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Cody Clark, Dr. Anthony Pileggi, H. David Cotta, Scot Pierz, Victor Montminy, Henry Bourque, Paul MacDonald, Bryan Keith Taylor, Danyl Hoague, Alice Fletcher, John Fletcher, Al Althenn, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Dr. Anthony Pileggi. 
On am motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 3-0 to elect Tiffany L. Glidden as Chairperson of the Board for the ensuing year. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden, the Board voted 3-0 to elect Joann C. Austin as Secretary to the Board for the ensuing year. 

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 3-0 to accept Warrant #19 for $16,357.41 and Warrant #20 for $524,839.16 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 3-0 to accept the minutes of the 11/01/05 Select Board meeting as presented. 

Public Comment: There was a brief discussion about procedural consideration when allowing for public comment. The Chair decided to continue with a controlled meeting format whereby the Board would allow public comment on each agenda item at the proper time and would help decide when sufficient public comment was achieved.

Manager’s Report:

· November 8, 2005 Election – Election Results and Discussion: It was noted that the election results are available at the town office during operating hours. The Town Manager commented that the revaluation question failed and that the issue would have to be addressed again, possibly at the Town Business Meeting in the spring.
Unfinished Business:

· Transfer Station Scales Initiative Update and Fee Structure Proposal: It was noted that the scales are close to being operational. The delay in the process is temporary and a result of a longer and more detailed process in obtaining proper permits to do the work by the different entities. We should have a more definitive date at the next meeting. There was some discussion about whether or not it would be a good idea to charge residential homeowners for their waste hauled commercially. Selectperson Joann C. Austin argued for a pay-per-bag system for all households as an alternative. Mr. Al Althenn commented from the audience that he felt a fee should be charged for only commercial waste. Selectperson Irene L. Belanger said that if the projected results of charging for commercially hauled municipal solid waste are different from what is realized, the Board could reconsider the fee structure. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 3-1(Austin)-0 to assess a penny a pound fee for commercially hauled municipal solid waste effective from January 1, 2006 to January 1, 2010. There were other comments from pay back times and the amount of projected tonnages to recommendations of making separate hauling routes for commercial businesses and how it was a choice of the consumer and not a decision of the town regarding profitability of a business. 
· Compost Bin and Kitchen Pail Offering – Maine Resource Recovery Association Offering: It was noted that again this year the Maine Resource Recovery Association will offer compost bins for $36.50. In addition, kitchen pails will also be offered for $10.50. Information and order forms are at the town office and will be publicized in the near future in the local newspapers. 
· Pay-Per-Bag Discussion: There was a good deal of discussion about how to properly control the cost of operating the transfer station. Selectperson Joann C. Austin recommended the pay-per-bag system because she said it would be a more equitable assessed fee and would significantly increase recycling. Selectperson Neil Farrington said that he felt it would be a new burden on large, low income families. It was agreed that this item would again be on a future agenda and that representatives of the State Planning Office would be invited and participate in the discussion.  
· After-the-Fact Permit Fees – China Planning Board/C.E.O.: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the









Board voted 4-0 to accept the Planning Board’s recommendation for after-the-fact building permit fees: a triple fee if only oral notice is required; a fivefold fee if the codes officer needs to send written notice and a ten-fold fee if the Select Board needs to take enforcement action. The fee structure is to take effect immediately. 

New Business:

· Municipal Quit Claim Deed – 26 Tobey Road Property: On a motion by Selectperson and a second by Selectperson , the Board voted 4-0 to execute a municipal quit claim deed to the former owners of property at 26 Tobey Road.
· China Lake Water Level: Selectperson Joann C. Austin asked to have this item on the agenda because she wanted to see if there was any interest in owning the outlet stream dam by the Town of China if the Town of Vassalboro decides they want to relinquish control to another entity. A few people in the audience gave their opinions on why the lake level is excessively high at this time. 
· Update on Current Operating Budget and Financial Condition of China: It was decided to discuss this topic at a future meeting as it was getting late in the evening. 

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at 9:59pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
