Select Board Meeting
Monday – 11/24/2008 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Joann C. Austin, Peter Foote, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Charles Clark, Danny McKinnis, Sarah Dow, Thomas Alfieri and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Sarah Dow.
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #23 for $17,628.77 and Warrant #24 for $502,899.69 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 10/27/2008 and 11/10/2008 Select Board meetings as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: School Committee Chairperson Charles Clark addressed the Select Board. He noted that anyone interested in being a candidate for election to the new Regional School Unit #18, the regional school unit consisting of Belgrade, China, Oakland, Rome, and Sidney, should pick up nomination papers from the interim Secretary at the SAD#47 office at 41 Heath Street in Oakland. The signed papers must be returned to the same office by 4:30 p.m., Friday, December 19, 2008. The special election will be held on February 3, 2008; for China residents the voting will take place at the China Town Office. 

Mr. Clark went on to note that the Town of China will have two representatives on the new RSU Board. Once the new Board is elected, they will hire a superintendent for RSU #18. Charley said that there is a good deal of work remaining to be done to separate from SU#52 and to unify with new partners, from aligning computer programs to transferring real estate. 











· Freedom Of Access Law and Public Officials Training: Elected officials were again reminded of the need to be informed about the FOAA and that they need to certify that they have either read the appropriate and relevant information or that they have been to a seminar on the same.  
· 2008-2009 Budget Time-Line – Draft Proposed for 12/22/2008: The Town Manager noted that he would present a draft copy of the 2009-2010 municipal budget at the 12/22/2008 Select Board meeting.
· Notice of Public Hearing – Maine Power Reliability Program: The Town Manager noted that Central Maine Power Company will hold an informational meeting on the proposed expansion of its transmission lines through China and other towns. It is scheduled for 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, December 3, 2008 at the Augusta Civic Center. Landowners whose property abuts the power corridor and others interested are invited to hear a presentation and to offer comments. 

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 5-0 to put a question on the February Ballot relating to the purchase of a compactor/baler along with a recommendation of “yes”.   Recycling Coordinator Neil Farrington noted that he had two meetings in the previous week, one with a sales person selling balers and compactors and one with a sales person promoting single-stream recycling. Neil is looking for ways to minimize the handling of product and to minimize the number of hauling trips, both of which contribute greatly to the cost of processing recyclables. There was additional discussion about the current number of cardboard collecting dumpsters about town and how we currently process the cardboard. The Board may like to discuss draft ordinances which would promote mandatory recycling.  
· Danny McKinnis – China Rescue: The Board heard from three China Rescue members about their plan to purchase a new Rescue vehicle for over $200,000.00. China Rescue president Danny McKinnis explained that the proposed truck is a custom built one especially for China. He went on to point out the specific features needed, from all wheel drive to extrication tools. The committee planning the purchase received three quotes ranging from $201,425 to $221,164.00. Mr. McKinnis noted that there would be an additional $10,000.00 price increase on December 31, 2008 resulting from new emergency equipment standards. Danny said that a new smaller truck might be sufficient in the short term, but Rescue members are looking at a 20 year investment and how likely China will grow in that same time frame. 













Selectperson Joann Austin expressed concern that a $200,000.00 Rescue vehicle is more than a small town needs or can afford. Selectperson Paul MacDonald said that he feared the truck will sit in the garage for lack of people to operate it. Mr. McKinnis commented that he felt there would be a minimum number of people trained to keep the unit going. Danny said that it might be helpful in the future for the town office to do some administrative assisting with the reports following a call out.  

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Abatements and Supplemental Tax Assessment Warrant: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept and sign the abatement documents as presented. Copies of the abatements are available at the town office. 
· Vision Session – Preliminary Summary: The Chair decided to take this item up at the next regularly scheduled Board meeting. 
· Executive Session – Contract Discussions, MRSA 1: On a motion by Selectperson Peter Foote and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to go into Executive Session, citing 1 MRSA 405 (6) (H), Code Enforcement Consultations.        On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to come out of Executive Session and resume the regularly scheduled meeting. The Board asked the Town Manager to draft an additional Administrative Consent Agreement between Carrie Suchar and the Town of China to be handed to them at a future meeting. 
· Wind Turbine Site Location – Permitting and Installation: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to proceed with putting an article on the February 3, 2009 Ballot to appropriate additional funds to purchase and install a wind turbine up to 65 feet tall with a recommendation of “yes”. The town will have to obtain the respective permit from the China Planning Board. The proposed site for the installation of the turbine is at the ball fields. It was noted that the efficiency of a wind turbine increases directly with the height of the turbine. 
· Acceptance of Heating Assistance Grant – United Way: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the grant from the United Way’s Keeping Maine Warm Program and to express our thanks to Jean Dempster for bringing the opportunity to the town’s attention.
In other business the Board processed respective W-4 forms for themselves. 
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 9:38 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
