







Public Hearing - Minutes

01/05/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room

6:00 PM

The Public Hearing was opened by the Select Board chairperson  

Special Referendum Election February 3, 2009 – Articles: The Chair of the Select Board opened the Public Hearing at 6:00 p.m. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Scott Pierz, Charlie Kojigian, Elwin Higgins, Gary Cummings and the Town Manager.

The hearing focused on the five following local referendum questions for the February 3, 2009 referendum election.   
Article 2.  Shall the 2008 WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS ORDINANCE, dated December 9, 2008 be enacted by the voters of the Town of China, and further, shall necessary and associated amendments to the CHINA LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, Chapter 11, DEFINITIONS be enacted?  

(Explanation: The proposed ORDINANCE will be a stand-alone document and, if 
approved, would be placed into a “Reserve” Chapter in the CHINA LAND           
DEVELOPMENT CODE.)
                        Select Board Recommends:


YES
                        Planning Board Recommends:

YES

The Town Manager noted that legal staff at the MMA advised a second vote because erroneous explanatory information on the November 2008 ballot left the ordinance open to challenge.

Article 3.  Shall an amendment to the CHINA LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, Chapter 2 LAND USE ORDINANCE, SECTION 5, C. Sanitary Standards, III be enacted by the voters of the Town of China?
                        Select Board Recommends:


YES
                        Planning Board Recommends:

YES











Codes Enforcement Officer, Scott Pierz noted that the second question, if approved, will enact an amendment to the sanitary standards section to the China Land Development Code. If approved, the ordinance would require shore land property owners, on all significant water bodies in China, either to document adequate septic systems or have their systems inspected. The proposed ordinance does not require replacement of a properly functioning system. There was further discussion about the financial burdens that might result from enactment of the ordinance.  
            

Article 4.  Shall an amendment to the CHINA LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, Chapter 2 LAND USE ORDINANCE, SECTION 5, LAND USE STANDARDS, A and B, be enacted by the voters of the Town of China?
                        Select Board Recommends:


YES
                        Planning Board Recommends:

YES

C.E.O. Scott Pierz noted that the proposed changes were inadvertently left off the November 4, 2008 ballot and that these proposed changes complement the changes that were approved at that time. The proposed changes would add language to the land use tables, e.g. indicating the responsibility for permitting authority of structures from 35 feet to 100 feet and then above 100 feet. The language would be supplemental to the tables in the respective section. 

Article 5.  To see if the town will vote to appropriate an amount up to $9,000.00 from Undesignated Fund Balance as a supplemental appropriation for the purpose of PURCHASING and INSTALLING a POWER APPLIANCE (WINDMILL) on TOWN OWNED PROPERTY.
            (Explanation: The energy credits produced will offset electricity generation and 
demand costs of town accounts.)
                        Select Board Recommends:


YES
                        Budget Committee Recommends:

YES

There was discussion about the anticipated “payback” period for such a power generator. The Town Manager noted that the payback should be approximately 10 years. Chairperson Irene Belanger said that the payback period could be shortened if grant funding comes available. Selectperson Neil Farrington commented that the site at the hilltop near the ball fields is the piece of town property best suited for wind power generation. 









Article 6.  To see if the town will vote to appropriate an amount up to $15,000.00 from Undesignated Fund Balance for the purpose of PURCHASING and INSTALLING a COMPACTOR or BALERS at the China TRANSFER STATION.
                        Select Board Recommends:


YES
                        Budget Committee Recommends:

YES

A question was asked regarding why the Board is not recommending one or the other of the options noted in the proposed article. Selectperson Neil Farrington and the Town Manager said either type of equipment would be used to make it possible to reduce hauling costs by getting more material per load and to facilitate the storage of recyclables while waiting for the market to improve. The Town Manager noted that it will take a little time before a more concrete decision could be made on which piece of equipment would best serve the town over the long run.

The Chair of the Select Board closed the Public Hearing at 6:52 p.m.
Select Board Meeting
Monday – 01/05/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Scott Pierz, Charlie Kojigian, Elwin Higgins, Gary Cummings, Steve Hughes, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Scott Pierz.
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #30 for $19,163.59 and Warrant #31 for $204,631.75 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 12/08/2008 and 12/22/2008 meetings as amended.  

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator: Recycling Coordinator and Selectperson Neil Farrington suggested that there needs to be two people at the Transfer Station at all times for security, supervision, and safety reasons. Neil went on to note that the balers or compactor will benefit the efficiency of recycling substantively. The efficiency and marketability would improve with either piece of equipment.  
· 2009-2010 Municipal Budget Review and Warrant Approval –: The Board reviewed the proposed expense budget for approximately three hours in detail. The Town Manager noted that the budget as presented would not affect the mil rate. The Board discussed several items at length, from the proposed increase in the rate of remuneration and mileage expense calculations to additional staffing needs and potentially including an appropriation for the Town Line Newspaper. The Board decided to meet again on January 26, 2009 to conclude any unfinished items to be included on the Town Business Meeting Warrant.   
· Vision Session – Preliminary Summary – Select Board Chair, Irene L. Belanger: Chairperson Irene Belanger directed the Town Manager to send out a letter to the China Historical Society asking them to undertake a review of the Comprehensive Plan items associated with historical significance and to report back to the Board. She also noted that the Board, on a deliberate basis, would discuss the various tasks associated with implementation of the Comprehensive Plan recommendations.  

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 10:32 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
