CHINA PLANNING BOARD
MEETING of JANUARY 26, 2010

Approved Meeting Minutes

Members present:  Michael Martin (Chairman), James Wilkens, Ronald Breton, Michael Morris and Scott Rollins.

Others present:  Scott Pierz, Codes Enforcement Officer

Chairman Martin opened this special meeting at 6:38 PM and identified that this was the annual retreat of the Planning Board being held at the China Dine-ah.  Chairman Martin appointed Alternate member Scott Rollins to voting capacity in the absence of Board member Milton Dudley.  The first portion of the meeting included a brief description by individual Board members about their professional backgrounds, skills, interests and reasons for serving as elected Planning Board officials.

Discussion ensued regarding the Board’s interest in purchasing netbook computers.  Several Board members offered ideas about available technologies, and the consensus of the Board was to immediately move forward with examining available netbook (or notebook) computers.  Planning Board member Morris offered to assist CEO Pierz with investigating options available to the Board.  The Board stated their intention to make a purchase by the end of the current fiscal year.

Board members then examined the proposed FY 2010-2011 budget.  The first item discussed concerned the Board having ready-access to legal funds through the line-item budget prepared by Chairman Martin; moreover, all agreed that should these Planning Board legal funds be exhausted, the Board expects access to the Town’s legal funds.  The second item involved secretarial support.  Board members expressed the absolute need to have meeting minutes produced in a timely fashion, and Board members agreed that the minutes had to be consistently prepared and ready for review prior to each Board meeting.  Due to on-going problems concerning the production of these minutes, the Board discussed having a “performance-based contract” to provide them with secretarial support.  Chairman Martin suggested drafting a job description and formally advertising the secretarial position.  CEO Pierz said that he would work toward this end.

CEO Pierz then reviewed a number of documents with the Board as follows:
· 2009 Planning Board Report- there was a brief review of the statistics collected to develop the Board’s report;  
· Conditional Use Review Outline- an outline developed to assist the Board in reviewing conditional use permit applications was reviewed;
· Subdivision Ordinance- highlighted elements concerning time frames and applicant notice requirements were discussed, including the review of the Guidelines used by the Board to review subdivision proposals and a subdivision checklist developed by the CEO;
· Land Use Ordinance & land use mapping- a revised text of the Land Use Ordinance with accompanying notice provisions for revising the Land Use District Map was examined.  CEO Pierz stated that the Planning Board must hold a public hearing on the proposed changes and accurately provide required notifications with the intent of moving these documents to the June 2010 election;
· Sign Ordinance- the Board will continue work with KVCOG Planner Fred Snow to develop a draft “sign” document as a revision to the Land Use Ordinance for inclusion at the June 2010 election;
· Low Impact Development (LID) - a proposal by Kennebec County Soil & Water and KVCOG is proposed to incorporate low impact development concepts into the storm water (phosphorus control) ordinance for single family (and duplex) development.  CEO Pierz distributed the most recent draft of the LID document to Board members.

The Board agreed that all review fees (for conditional use and subdivision review) must be paid-in-full before an item is even placed on an agenda.  CEO Pierz stated that the final date to advance items to the June 2010 election is April 12, 2010.  Board member Morris suggested having a “special” meeting on April 6, 2010 in order to allow a total of five meeting dates prior to the April 12, 2010 deadline.  It was also mentioned to continue the review on “signs” even if it meant scheduling time at each of the next five meetings for that purpose.

The Board asked CEO Pierz to contact Legislative Representative David Cotta to invite him to a future Board meeting to discuss legislative initiatives that might impact land use regulations.  Finally, Board members identified their major goals for 2010-2011 that included developing a “calendar” of meetings, events and deadlines, ordinance reviews (land use, signs, LID, etc.), and they also emphasized their equipment needs and reiterated their intent to ensure effective secretarial support in the production of meeting minutes.  

With all business concluded, Board member Breton a motion to set the next meeting date as February 9, 2009 and to adjourn.  Board member Wilkens seconded that motion and the Board voted 5-0 to set the next meeting date and adjourn at 8:59 PM.
