







Select Board Meeting
Monday – 05/11/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Dorothy MacDonald, Jason Groton, Christopher Vogel, Kelly Grotton, Al Althenn, Mary Grow, Charles Plumer, Charley Clark, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Al Althenn.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #53 for $15,667.74 and Warrant #54 for $715,966.51 as presented; the approval of the school payables being subject to receiving a signed/reviewed warrant by the appropriate designated school committee representatives.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 04/27/2009 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· RSU #18 Meetings/ Schedule Update – District Budget Hearing, Wednesday, 
May 13, 2009, 6:00 p.m., Messalonskee Performing Arts Center and District Budget Referendum, Wednesday, May 20, 2009, 12:00 noon – 8:00 p.m., China Town Office: The meeting dates, places, and times were announced for public informational purposes in hopes of promoting a good representative attendance from China residents. Notice has been sent to China Budget Committee members. 
· Open Transfer Station Day – Saturday, June 13, 2009 – Limitation: This announcement was made for public informational purposes. 
· Property Tax Collections – Comparisons 2008-2009 to 2007-2008: The Town Manager reported that, although the state of the general economy is not so good, China’s tax collections are running almost as well as last year; 93.3 percent so far this year compared to 93.9 percent a year ago.  













Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.

· Foreclosure Sales – Quit-Claim Deeds and Taxes Apportioned: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Select Board voted 5-0 to approve of and sign quit claim deeds associated with the transfer of property to the winning bidders and to further note that the approval is contingent on the new owners understanding that they will be responsible for the 2009 taxes, covering July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010. The Quit Claim Deed documents are on file at the town office.
· Recycling Coordinator: Selectpersons Neil Farrington and Irene L. Belanger summarized their attendance at the Annual Convention on Solid Waste.  On a motion by Selectperson and a second by Selectperson, the Select Board voted 5-0 to authorize Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and Selectperson Neil Farrington to proceed with plans to use a $500.00 grant to promote recycling. It is intended that they will organize a sculpture contest, with entries to be made from recyclables and the winning work to be on display at the transfer station. Rules will be announced in the Town Line.
· Concession Stand – Peter Foote: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Select Board voted 4-0-1 (Foote) to authorize taking $450.00 from the contingency fund voters approved at the Town Business Meeting to pay for a sign naming he concession stand/snack shack at the ball fields in memory of Sally Riordan. Mr. Charles Plumer objected to the appropriation from the contingency fund. 
· Implementation Committee/Other Committees Appointments – China Comprehensive Plan: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Select Board voted 5-0 to appoint members to seven comprehensive plan implementation committees. The list of appointments is on file at the town office. It was noted that more volunteers are welcome on all committees and that those interested should contact the town office.  

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Registrar & Clerk Hours: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Select Board voted 5-0 to approve of and sign the Registrar and Town Clerk office hours during the week preceding the upcoming election, May 13, 2009 through May 19, 2009.  
· Notice of Election and Election Warrant: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Select Board voted 5-0 to approve of and sign the Warrant and Notice of Election Calling Regional School Unit #18 to a Budget Validation Referendum. The budget validation referendum will be held at the China town office on Wednesday, May 20, 2009.









  
· Supplemental Tax Assessments – Personal Property: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Select Board voted 5-0 to approve of and sign Supplemental Tax Certificates and Warrants for Direct TV, Kempton Tobey & Son, Inc. and Finest Kind Woodworking.  
· Uncollectable Taxes/Write-Offs: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Select Board voted 5-0 to approve of and sign documents authorizing the town to write off uncollectable taxes for Financial Pacific Leasing LLC, Seltzer & Rydholm, Inc., and Timothy & Susan Banden. The records are on file at the town office. 
· Assessing Agent Contract 2009-2010: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Select Board voted 5-0 to approve a 2009-2010 Assessing Agent contract with Gary Robbins. Gary has been doing assessing work for China for several years.
· Dispatch Services – Rural Patrol – CMRCC Contract Proposal: On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to postpone indefinitely the reviewing of the town’s contract with the Consolidated Emergency Communications Bureau for the dispatching or Rural Patrol, waiting to see what comes of the investigation of complaints about the Central Maine Communications Center in Augusta.  

In other business, resident Al Althenn asked the Board to contact the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife about regulating the trapping of lake suckers in China Lake’s tributaries. 

Because the next regularly scheduled meeting would fall on the Memorial Day Monday holiday, the Board rescheduled it to Wednesday, May 27, 2009 at 8:00 a.m. in the town office meeting room. 

On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 8:39 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,



Joann C. Austin, Secretary
China Select Board   



