Select Board Meeting
01/09/05
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Joseph and Marianne Rines, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Joann Clark Austin.
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to accept Warrant #27 for $15,585.90, Warrant #28 for $3,485.19, and Warrant #29 for $463,984.22 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0 to accept the minutes of the 12/23/05 and 12/28/05 Select Board meetings as presented. 

Manager’s Report:

· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· 2005 Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program – File by May 31, 2006: It was noted that there is still time to file the return for the property tax and rent refund.
· Compost Bin and Kitchen Pail Offering: It was noted that the town has had over 20 residents willing to participate in this year’s compost bin and kitchen pail offering sponsored by the Maine Resource and Recovery Association. 
· Shoreland Septic System Compliance Program - Resident Communication: The Town Manager said that letters to shoreland residents asking for information on their septic systems should go our in late January or early February. 
Unfinished Business:

Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
Foreclosed Properties: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to allow the Town Manager give residents whose property has been foreclosed upon another 60 days to potentially buy back the property by paying an amount equal to what would have been all overdue and current taxes had the former owners continued to own the property. 









China Lake Outlet Stream Dam – Follow-Up: By consensus the Board agreed that the Town Manager should meet with Vassalboro and Kennebec Water District officials to 
discuss the ownership and management of the China Lake outlet dam in East Vassalboro. 
Selectperson Joann C. Austin said that she would also like to attend the meeting. Selectperson Neil Farrington again stated his opinion that cooperation on the dam should include cooperation on a wetlands study focusing on determining if the high lake level has damaged the adjacent wetlands. 
New Business:

Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
Kennebec Sheriff’s Office – Mike Tuminaro: Sergeant Mike Tuminaro of the Kennebec County Sheriff’s Department presented a report on department activities in China in 2005. Sgt. Tuminaro noted from the report that the department responded to 1,632 calls, not including fire and rescue calls. He added that China is one of the busier towns in Kennebec County. Sgt. Tuminaro explained how the Maine State Police and KSO share responsibilities and how the county is divided into zones. He went on to note that the Sheriff’s Department runs the DARE program in elementary schools, does property checks for businesses and municipal buildings, has a new county wide drug task force, and makes jail inmates available for community service. The Town Manager noted that the inmates have done a lot of work for China.    
2006-2007 Municipal Budget – Town Meeting Date and Proposed Draft Budget – Select Board Budget Meetings: The Town Manager distributed copies of a draft 2006-2007 municipal budget. The Board decided to discuss the proposed budget at the next two Select Board meetings before deciding whether or not to have any special meetings for the same purpose.  

Executive Session: Applications for Property Tax Exemption (Or Abatement): On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0 to go into Executive Session at 8:27pm, the reason referenced by the Town Manager was Title 36, M.R.S.A., and Subchapter 841. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to come out of Executive Session and adjourn at 8:35pm. 
Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
