Select Board Meeting

07/22/03

7:00 PM

Minutes

On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden and a second by Selectperson Joann Austin, the Board voted 4-0-1(Chair) to open the meeting at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Irene L. Belanger, Betsy Fitzgerald, Joann Austin, Tiffany Glidden, and Leslie French. Others present were Jamie Pitney, Martha and Thomas Hicks, Michael Bennett, August Velton, Marie and Tom Michaud, Peter Caldwell, Irma Simon, Jo Starrett, David Landry, Linda Clifford, Stephanie Foote, Dick Jordan, Bernice Doyle, Henry Bourque, Brad Taylor, Susan and Bill Pettipas, Hope Bezier, Alan Cote, Roland Tilton, Joan and Ralph Hocking, Bud Brown, Al Althenn, Jeanne and Alan Pelletier, Dana Sennett, Ed Boudreau, Freddie Turlo, Neil Farrington, Hank Dillenbeck, Richard Dillenbeck, Harold Charles, Maury and Trudy Caron, and the Town Manager. 

On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden and a second by Selectperson Joann Austin, the Board voted 4-0-1(Chair) to accept Warrant #3 for $73,012.73 and $1,474.63 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden, the Board voted 4-0-1(Chair) to accept the minutes of the 07/14/03 Select Board meeting and to table to the next meeting the minutes of the 07/02/03 Select Board meeting.

Manager’s Report:

· State Funding for Local Roads: The Board signed an agreement allowing for the receipt of funds from the State of Maine for the maintenance of State roads by China.

· Water Quality Protection Ordinance: A draft of the ordinance was distributed to the Board.

Public Comment: There was not any public comment.

Old Business:

· China Lake Water Level – Roy Bouchard, Maine D.E.P.: Mr. Bouchard made a presentation about the China Lake water quality issues and followed it with a 







question and answer session. He made it clear that the D.E.P. staff advises the Board of Environmental Protection, and that the B.E.P. does not always accept their advice. Mr. Bouchard was invited to explain the reasoning for keeping the China Lake level the way it is today. Roy said that he thinks that wetlands do not play a major role in the China Lake water quality matter. He said that if water were lowered several feet, plants would die in the wetlands and release more 
nutrients after they died. Mr. Bouchard admitted that the D.E.P. has not studied China’s wetlands because of their relatively low importance in water quality issues. Roy views the main sources of China Lake’s nutrient loading as coming from public and private roads, development in the watershed, and the recycling of nutrients already existing in the bottom of the lake. He approves of the China Region Lakes Alliance work done in the watershed. Roy was asked questions about flow rates at the outlet dam, the licensing of the treatment plants in Vassalboro, floating islands, how much of the water entering China lake enters through wetlands, the Total Maximum Daily Loading study done by the D.E.P., the rate of flushing the lake, the recycling of nutrients already in the lake, and tests done on China Lake. 
· China Lake Water Level – Board of Environmental Protection Hearing – August 21, 2003, Intervenor Position: On a motion by Selectperson Joann Austin and a second by Selectman Leslie French, the Board voted 3-1(French)-1(Chair) to take the position stating that the Select Board is very concerned about China Lake water quality. There was a subsequent motion by Selectperson Leslie French and a second by Selectperson Joann Austin to take a position to lower the lake level. The vote was 2(French, Austin)-3 and therefore the motion was defeated. There was additional discussion about items already mentioned in the item immediately above in these minutes. 
New Business:

· Municipal Tax Commitment 2003-2004: The Board signed the municipal tax commitment papers setting the mil rate for 2003-2004 at 16.95 mils.
Respectfully submitted,

Betsy Fitzgerald, Secretary

China Select Board





