Select Board Meeting
Monday - 03/31/2008
7:00 PM Town Office Meeting Room
Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Paul MacDonald.
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to accept Warrant #45 for $17,787.65 and Warrant #46 for $453,299.72 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to accept the minutes of the 01/28/2008 and 03/18/2008 Select Board meetings as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Town Business Meeting – Summary/Comment: There was discussion about the difficulty in reaching a quorum at the most recent Town Business Meeting. On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 3-1(Austin) to put on the June ballot a question about setting the quorum at 4% of registered voters in China. Selectperson Joann C. Austin commented that she felt the existing quorum is appropriate and that the 191 registered voters currently required to open the meeting is the number that should participate in decision making. Selectperson Irene L. Belanger pointed out that several people who arrived late signed in and left, defeating the purpose of a quorum.  
· PSAP and Dispatch – Informational Update/Recommendation/Action: It was noted that the testing of the radio equipment at the Waterville Dispatch Center has been completed and that the reception in China is excellent. The town will be proceeding with the final steps necessary to have E-911 calls processed through the Somerset PSAP and have dispatching services proceed through Waterville. A letter has been sent to Kurt Adams at the MPUC asking for authorization to proceed. 




· Causeway & Main Street Intersection: A meeting of area residents will be held to discuss safety concerns expressed by Mr. Mike Petrone relating to the intersection. A report will be made at a future Select Board meeting. 

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· 2008-2009 State Valuation Figures – Revaluation Implications and Open Forum Options for Revaluation Questions: There was discussion about holding open forums on the topic and to provide information to taxpayers of the potential impact a revaluation will have on tax bills. It was decided that there might not be enough information available from the revaluation work in progress to provide any substantive information to taxpayers. It was also agreed that inserts into the Town Line during the summer months would be a good substitute for the open forums as more information is gathered. 
· Recycling Coordinator – Neil Farrington: Selectperson Neil Farrington discussed his plan to start chipping wood waste and selected types of demolition and debris at the transfer station. Chairperson Elwood Ellis asked Selectperson Neil Farrington and the Town Manager to bring a more specific wood-recycling plan before the Board at the next meeting. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Board of Assessment Review Appointments: The Board decided to make the appointments at the next meeting after advertising one more time for interested residents who might wish to volunteer for the Board positions.
· Debit Cards: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to authorize the Town Manager to proceed with the acceptance of Debit Cards at the town office and to set the minimum transaction amount at $35.00. The $.35 transaction fee to be charged to the town would represent 1% of the minimum transaction amount.
















Other business discussed included a reminder about the special election to be held on April 29, 2008 regarding acceptance by voters of a school Revolving Renovation Fund Grant award by the MDOE, the 11 article school budget ballot with associated concerns, and the discussions to be held in the next few weeks regarding potential traffic issues in South China as a result of the Hannaford Bros. building application to the Town of China.

On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at 7:49 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
