Select Board Meeting
08/21/06
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Janet Preston, Bob Batteese, Paul MacDonald, Scott Pierz, Larry Rancourt, Jamie Pitney, David Landry, Scott Rollins, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Janet Preston.
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 4-0 to accept Warrant #7 for $19,308.55 and Warrant #8 for $421,884.10 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington,   the Board voted 4-0 to accept the minutes of the 08/07/06 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program Applications: It was noted that applications and associated other information for this program can be picked up at the town office. It was pointed out that this is one of the many ways that the State has targeted tax relief to Maine residents. 
· BETR – Business Equipment Tax Reimbursement Applications: It was noted that applications and associated other information for this program can be picked up at the town office. It was pointed out that this is also one of the many ways that the State has targeted tax relief to Maine residents.
· Comprehensive Town Revaluation – Resident Notice of Timing of 
Revaluation and Acceptance of Comments: The Town Manager again noted that the revaluation process is scheduled to begin in 2007 and end prior to the 2008-2009 tax commitment years. He went on to say that the town office, on behalf of the Select Board remains open to and welcomes resident feedback, before, during, and after the process.
· Municipal Tax Commitment – Mil Rate Reduction – Tax Bills Sent Out: It was noted that tax bills have been sent out and that the tax bill due dates are respectively September 29, 2006 for the first half payment and March 30, 2007 








for the second half payment. There is a reduction in the mil rate of 1.14 mills from last year.
· Kennebec Valley Community Action Program HEAP Appointments: Eligible residents were encouraged to apply for assistance as soon as possible. It was noted that the application process can take a long time and that funds for fuel assistance could therefore be delayed into the winter months. 


Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· November Referendum Ballot Items:  

China School Items:


Revolving Renovation Fund Application Approval: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 4-0 to put a question on the November Ballot a school related article asking voters to authorize borrowing approximately $265,000.00 from the State’s Revolving Renovation Fund Program for improvements at China Middle School. Approximately $185,000.00 of the amount proposed to borrow would be a grant and the remaining $80,000.00 would be a no-interest loan to be repaid over five years. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to recommend “yes” on this question.  


Major Capital Improvement Advisory Planning Straw Poll: This second school related question is intended to be a nonbinding poll asking voters to indicate a preference on the future of China’s elementary schools physical configuration. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 4-0 to accept the proposed November Ballot Question as presented. School Committee member Janet Preston was in the audience and commented about the School Committee’s endorsement of the Question and about their support for Option #1. She recommended the input of a word into the Option #2 wording. After additional brief Board discussion about the wording, and on a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 4-0 to amend the Question by inserting the word “minimal” into Option #2, writing out the dollar amounts in the respective places, and to change the wording in the last sentence in both Option #1 and Option #2 to have consistent and respective/similar wording. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 4-0 to accept the Question as amended and to recommend that they “support Option #1”. While indicating support for the first 







option, members of the Select Board said they were definitely hesitant about putting a straw poll on a formal ballot.                                                          


China Water Quality Protection Ordinance/Phosphorous Control 



Ordinance Repeal or Amendment: There was a good deal of discussion about a petition initiative to ask voters whether or not the want to repeal China’s Phosphorous Control Ordinance. The ongoing debates concern this request to repeal the Ordinance and another relating to a Water Quality Protection Ordinance, earlier rejected by voters, but offered as an alternative to the outright repeal of the Phosphorous Control Ordinance. Selectperson Neil Farrington explained that he began circulating the repeal petition to start a conversation about the phosphorous ordinance. He noted that many people trying to build in China away from the Lake find it a hindrance. Jamie Pitney suggested that the reestablishment of the committee that drafted the Water Quality Protection Ordinance and holding off on the repeal question would be a preferred approach. Since the Planning Board is scheduled to meet on Tuesday, August 22, 2006 to discuss whether to support the proposed petition Article, the Select Board, on a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, voted 4-0 to table the item to the next regularly scheduled Select Board meeting.     

Planning Board Land Development Code Proposed Revisions: The Board briefly discussed the proposed revisions. On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to table further discussion to the next regularly scheduled meeting. They did this because there is a Public Hearing scheduled on the proposed revisions at the Planning Board set for Tuesday evening, August 22, 2006. As a result of the public hearing, there may be resulting changes to the proposed revisions to the Code.

Comprehensive Planning Committee Additional Appropriation: On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to put on the November Ballot an Article asking voters to appropriate $3,250.00 from Undesignated Fund Balance for the completion of the Comprehensive Plan. On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to recommend “yes” on the proposed Ballot Article. Bob Batteese expressed concern about the proposed appropriation because of recent information from the State that projected Revenue Sharing funding to local municipalities has been reduced.












New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Comprehensive Planning Committee Grant of Permission to Proceed with 


Contracting for Services with K.V.C.O.G.: On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to authorize the Comprehensive Planning Committee to contract with the Kennebec Valley Council of Governments to supply staff services to begin to finalize the China Comprehensive Plan, a part of the cost of the process to be conditional on voter approval of a funding Article to be placed on the November Ballot. 
· Abatements and Supplemental Tax Assessments: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 4-0 to accept and sign abatements and supplemental tax assessments. The list and reasons for the respective actions are on file at the town office.  

On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to schedule the next meeting on 09/06/06 at 7:00pm and to adjourn the current meeting at 9:14pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
