Select Board Meeting
03/20/06

7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Brian Noyes, Paul MacDonald, Mary Grow, James Boudreau, Bruce Heath, Judd Thompson, George Hamilton, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Judd Thompson.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #38 for $14,818.92 and Warrant #39 for $396,828.44 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 03/06/06 Select Board meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:

· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· 2005 Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program – File by May 31, 2006: It was noted that time remains before the deadline and that, although many China residents have filed, there remains many more who have not yet filed. 
· Shoreland Septic System Compliance Program - Resident Communication and Survey Update: It was noted that of the approximately 500 septic system compliance letters sent out to targeted households, roughly one half have responded. This is regarded as a high level of response. 
· Town Business Meeting – March 25, 2006 at 9:00AM & Town Office Closed: Because the town office staff will be working at the Town Business Meeting, it was decided that the town office would be closed on March 25, 2005. 
· Public Meeting on Stanley Hill Road Reconstruction Project – April 3, 2006 in the Town Office Meeting Room at 6:00PM – State to Notify Property Owners: The State of Maine Department of Transportation will be holding a Public Meeting in the China town office on April 3, 2006 at 6:00pm regarding a planned reconstruction of one mile of the Stanley Hill Road. 









· School Committee Presentation of School Budget – Thursday, March 23, 2006 at 6:30PM: It was announced that the School Committee would be making a presentation of the 2006-2007 school budget to the Select Board and Budget Committee in the town office meeting room.
· Capital Improvement Advisory Committee – Member Solicitation: The Select Board announced that it would be looking for interested citizens who would be willing to serve on the Capital Improvement Advisory Committee. This Committee will begin the process of filing a Major Capital Improvement application with the State Department of Education relating to the China elementary schools. 

Unfinished Business:

· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· China Lake Outlet Stream Dam – Follow-Up: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 3-1(Farrington)-1(Glidden) to consider and explore the pros and cons of purchasing the China Lake Outlet Stream dam in Vassalboro for $1.00. The Board discussed a few items relating to the proposed purchase including liability, capital planning, and water boundary issues.
· Town Meeting Warrant Articles: The Board reviewed pages of the financial section of the Town Report. There was limited discussion about comparative expenditures from 2003/2004 to 2004/2005 in the municipal budget. It was noted that some of the numbers in the Town Report did not compare budgeted to actual expenditures from one year to the next but did compare actual to actual expenditures from year to year thereby reflecting a relative operational efficiency in 2003/2004. The Board also discussed how the Warrant Article asking for authority to appoint a Building Committee would accommodate forming a Capital improvement Advisory Committee. The Board decided that it could be taken care of from the floor at the Town Business Meeting by an amendment if needed.      

New Business:

· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Brian Noyes from R. M. Davis Company – Doris L. Young Endowment Fund Update: Brian Noyes of R. M. Davis Company gave the Select Board an annual update on the Doris L. Young scholarship fund. He reported that the principal currently amounts to more than $690,000.00 and that since 1993 more than










$274,000.00 has been distributed in scholarships. Brian went on to say that the average distribution over the last six years has been $24,372.00. 
· State Planning Office – Recycling Report: The Board discussed the rate of recycling for Maine towns published by the State Planning Office. Selectperson Farrington pointed out that the Town of China is really recycling a good amount of product and would have a considerably higher official rate of recycling if we chipped or ground the wood waste rather than burning it. It was noted that the town burns the wood waste because there is not sufficient space for stockpiling of the wood waste.    
· Foreclosed Properties: The Board decided to allow two properties to be sold back to the immediately previous owners. The consideration for their action was that all due amounts would be paid in full, including what would have been assessed taxes if foreclosure had not taken place.
· Digitized Tax Mapping – Grant Award and Contracting of Services: The Select Board unanimously authorized the Town Manager to negotiate with two firms bidding to digitize the town’s tax maps. 
On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 8:25pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
