Select Board Meeting
Monday - 08/18/2008 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Jean Brown, Todd Tolhurst, Mary Grow and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Paul MacDonald.
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #7 for $23,278.26 and Warrant #8 for $170,785.10 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 08/04/2008 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Preliminary Assessed Values 2008 Notice and Hearings: The Town Manager noted that the town office has received approximately 35 phone calls since the preliminary notices have been sent out. Some asked questions and some scheduled appointments. Jean Brown was noticed for her initiative to create a positive environment at the hearings by providing coffee and cookies for the revaluation agents and for residents. Smiley faced balloons were provide by Jean and already in place on Monday evening. The Select Board intend o set the 2008-2009 mil rate at the next meeting scheduled for Tuesday evening, September 2, 2008. They will precede the meeting with a 6:30 p.m. public informational session on the revaluation and taxes. They will also be there to receive taxpayer comments. 
· Freedom Of Access Law and Public Officials Training: The Town Manager reminded public officials that they have until November 1, 2008 to complete the required training on FOAA and to provide the town office with proof of the training by signing a certification statement and submitting it to the town office.









 
· MDOT Paving in China – Lakeview Drive (.4 miles from the Pond Road in 
northeasterly direction for 4.4 miles): The MDOT will move forward with project and it is scheduled to be completed by mid October, 2008. It is not one of the postponed projects on the DOT list. 
· Tax Relief Programs: The Town Manager noted the respective tax relief programs offered to taxpayers and also said the applications for these programs can be obtained on the Web or at the town office. 

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator – Neil Farrington – Wooden Nickels and Recycling 
Incentives: Selectperson Neil Farrington said the incentive program at the transfer station seems to be going quite well. Residents are obtaining wooden nickels from the transfer station operators.
· Power Generation – Skystream Power Appliance: 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Office Rental Options – Old Town Office: This item is a follow-up to a March town business meeting vote. Selectperson Neil Farrington recommended drafting a lease for the office space in the basement of the old town office. The Board agreed to review a copy of a lease agreement, to be drafted by Mr. Farrington and the Town Manager, at the next meeting. 
· November Ballot Articles: There were brief discussions on the following proposed November ballot articles. 

School Consolidation: An article will probably be on the November 
ballot asking voters to approve of a proposed consolidation plan that will 
possibly be finalized in early September. The China School Committee is 
waiting to see the results of School Committee votes in other towns in 
order to forward to the Select Board a final proposed article to be 
considered for the November ballot.

Power Appliance(s) – Windmill Purchase: The Town Manager 
informed the Board that a CMP spokesperson told him any surplus power 
generation would count as a credit toward the town office’s electricity 
billing. The Board was in agreement to forward this item to the November 
ballot. 










General Assistance – Additional Appropriation: Without a formal vote, 
the Board supported a proposal to ask voters to add $10,000.00 from 
undesignated fund balance to the 2008-2009 General Assistance account. 

Discontinuance of a Section of Jones Road (Hannaford Project and 


Traffic Concerns): Another question may ask voters to 
discontinue a short section of the Jones Road, as it is proposed to be 
reconfigured to make a right-angle intersection with Lakeview Drive. This 
Article has been proposed as a result of the proposed Hannaford Bros. 
store being located in the area and because of the possible redirection of 
traffic toward the South China Village area. 

Comprehensive Plan Acceptance: Voters might also be asked to approve 
a revised comprehensive plan. The Comprehensive Planning Committee 
will be forwarding a recommendation to the Select Board for 
consideration.

Program for “Working Off Taxes” – Recent Legislative Document: 
The Maine State Legislature introduced a new state law that would let 
town officials, with voter approval, allow residents to work off part of 
their taxes. The Board expressed interest in this item but realized a plan 
would need to be carefully crafted with income and age limits among 
other provisions. There will be more discussion on this item at the next 
meeting.

In other business the Board briefly discussed the proposal made by the Kennebec Water District at the most recent Vassalboro Select Board meeting to maintain the China Lake water level. There was discussion about whether or not Vassalboro would have flash boards and sand bags and whether they would use them in flooding circumstances. There was a comment about some fish screens remaining at the outlet dam.   

On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
