







Select Board and Comprehensive Planning Committee Public Informational Joint Meeting

06/23/2008 – Town Office Meeting Room

6:45 PM

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Charles Plumer, Charles Clark, Jim & Nan Gaylord, Jane C. Eames, Tammy Trask, Scott Pierz, Chris Huck, Mike Martin, Jamie Pitney, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. 
Jamie Pitney, Chair of the Comprehensive Planning Committee – Presentation and Discussion of Informational Materials:

The China Comprehensive Planning Committee members made a “Power-Point” presentation of their plan draft which included a brief history of the work the Committee has done over the last two years. It was noted by Jamie Pitney and Selectperson Neil Farrington that many of the recommendations in China’s 1991 Plan were never implemented. The proposed and revised Plan includes an implementation committee. The Comprehensive Planning Committee is now waiting for responses from a few State agencies. After the responses are received and possible changes are made, a final version will be presented to voters in November. The Select Board postponed a formal vote to put it on the November ballot until they have more time to review the draft.  
Select Board Meeting
Monday - 06/23/2008 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Charles Plumer, Scott Pierz, Charles Clark, Fred Glidden, Bobby Greig, Carrie Suchar, Michael D. Willette, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Paul MacDonald.
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #58 for $20,652.23 and Warrant #59 for $755,306.87 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 03/10/2008 and 06/09/2008 Select Board meetings as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Open Transfer Station Day – June 14, 2008 – Preliminary Summary: It was noted that the amounts processed approximated last year’s results. The cost incurred for the day is estimated to be about $12,000.00. Selectperson Neil Farrington said that he would favor a separate Warrant Article appropriation at the Town Business Meeting to fund the “fee free” day to show voters the real cost of this offering.  
· Preliminary 2008 State Valuation Figures - Town Line Inserts: It was noted that here will be a mailing sent to property owners around China Lake and Three Mile Pond titled “Understanding Your Assessment”. In it will be an explanation of the revaluation process and what steps a landowner might take if they disagree with the new assessed values. This information will also be included in the next China lake Association newsletter.   

· Wind Mills – Presentation by SkyStream/Bobby Greig: Bobby Greig of the All-Season Home Improvement Company of Augusta made a presentation on SkyStream windmills. Mr. Greig said that the town owned ball fields would be an excellent windmill site. There may be consideration of placement of a windmill at another town site. A current price quote of $13,900.00 for a windmill and a 33 foot tower was made to the town office. It is anticipated that a 10 year payback would be realized under current electrical rates. A requested appropriation might be added to the November ballot warrant. 
· Election Results on File at the Town Office: It was noted that the results of the most recent school budget town meeting vote, held at the China Middle School on June 10, 2008, are available at the town office for inspection. 










Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator – Neil Farrington: The town will be producing an insert for the June 26, 2008 mailed edition which will be mailed to all Albion residents. The insert will include information about the new agreement between Albion and China whereby residents of Albion will be able to process all of their recyclables and demolition and debris articles at the China Transfer Station. The insert will include a listing of the respective fees associated with the different items. Transfer Station permits for Albion residents can be obtained at the Albion and China town offices and at the China Transfer Station. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Executive Session: Title 1, Section 405 6(A) and (6)(E) of the Maine Revised 
Statutes – Pending Settlement Agreement or Contemplated Litigation 
Matter and Application for Abatement of Local Property Tax : On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to go into executive session at 8:30 p.m. for the purpose of discussing a pending settlement agreement and contemplated litigation and an abatement request. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to come out of executive session at 9:30 p.m. and continue through the remainder of the agenda. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to enter into an Administrative Consent Agreement with Carrie Suchar as written and attached to these minutes. It was noted that the person applying for an abatement asked to have the request considered at a later date and that he would contact the town office if he wished to continue the process. 
· School Consolidation: School Board Chairperson Charles Clark said that negotiations for a new seven town regional school unit including Belgrade, China, Oakland, Sidney, Rome, Vassalboro, and Winslow have been ongoing. He noted some of the sensitivities in the attempt to get all the parties to a consensus point. A vote on school consolidation is tentatively scheduled to be put on the November ballot. 
· Abatement and Supplemental Tax Certificate and Warrant: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to process an abatement and supplemental tax certificate and warrant relating to Map 15 and Lot 3-5. A record is on file at the town office. There was an error in assessment necessitating the abatement and supplement. 









· Time Warner Spin-Off and Approval Consideration (Franchisees): On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to table this item to the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
· Municipal Appointments: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to continue the current existing appointments until the July 7, 2008 meeting.
· Tax Write-Offs: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to 
· Bid Openings: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to authorize the Town Manager to negotiate rates and costs for respective services and materials with vendors and contractors. The Board felt that the number of bidders may have been too low to produce the best result.  
· Waste Management Contract: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to authorize the Town Manager to negotiate with Waste Management on behalf of the town for a preferred rate or tipping fee on the processing of demolition and debris in Norridgewock.
· CMP – Maine Power Reliability Program: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to ask the Manager to ask the CMP representative to consider a purchase price of $3,000.00 for the town land CMP needs to carry out their expansion program. 
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 8:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
