







Select Board Meeting
Monday – 12/22/2008 – Town Office Meeting Room

7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Steve Hughes, Mary Grow, Charles Plumer and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Peter Foote.

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 4-0-1(Austin) to accept Warrant #27 for $18,382.17 and Warrant #28 for $502,874.44 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 11/24/2008 Select Board meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· 2008-2009 Budget Time-Line – Draft Hand-Out: The Town Manager distributed a draft 2009-2010 municipal budget for the Board to review before formal budget discussions commence on January 5, 2009. The Town Manager noted that the recommendations include a 3.5 percent remuneration increase for town employees. Selectperson Paul MacDonald pointed out the reserve fund balances for the respective departments. 
· Wind Turbine Site Location Update: The Town Manager noted that the site is located near the Recreation garage adjacent to the ball fields. 
· MRRA 2009 Winter Workshop: It was noted that there will be a winter workshop hosted by the MRRA and that Board members are invited to attend. The town staff will enroll anyone interested.
· China Speed Detail – KSO Summary: The Board briefly reviewed a report from the Kennebec County Sheriff’s Office on speed patrols in China. Several tickets had been issued as a result of the patrols. The Board agreed that continued patrolling is valuable.






Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator: Selectperson Neil Farrington commented about the current recycling market conditions and the need to continually strive to improve efficiency in the handling of recycled products. He noted the reduced cost resulting from the marketing of ground select demolition and debris and brush compared to burning and processing of the ash residue. There are also SPO recycling credits attributed to the grinding and processing of demolition and debris and brush.  

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Abatements/Handling of Foreclosures: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to follow past procedures and give previous owners of foreclosed properties 60 days to “buy-back” the property by paying all accrued taxes, interest, and other charges to a date certain. There were 13 foreclosures with four owner occupied, two rentals, two are camps, and the other five are land without buildings. 
· Vision Session – Preliminary Summary – Select Board Chair, Irene L. Belanger: Select Board Chairperson Irene guided the Board through short, intermediate, and long term goals discussed earlier at a visioning session of the Board. The Chair noted that there will be requests from citizens to volunteer to serve on various committees that will be formed to implement the Comprehensive Plan.   
· Warrant for the February 3, 2008 Special Referendum Election – RSU Representatives and Town Articles (Also Public Hearing Date on Town Articles and Town Clerk and Registrar’s Hours): The Select Board invited residents to attend a Public Hearing Monday, January 5, 2009 on five local questions that will be submitted to voters on February 3, 2009. The hearing will begin at 6:30 p.m. before the evening’s Select Board meeting, in the town office meeting room. The reason for a vote on February 3, 2009 is the election of Regional School Unit #18 directors. Voters, on the same day, will decide on local town articles as noted below. 



RSU – Candidates to the new RSU #18 School Board

















Town Articles


1. Wireless Telecommunications Ordinance: Reapprove this 



Ordinance because of erroneous explanatory information on the 



November 2008 ballot. 


2. Septic System Compliance Ordinance: Adopt a new Shoreland 


Septic System Ordinance recommended by the China Planning Board.


4. China Land Development Cods, Land Use Ordinance, Chapter 2, 



Section 5 Land Use Standards, Height Restrictions: Approve 


additional amendments to the China Land Development Code relating to 


height restrictions to correct an omission on the November 2008 ballot.



5. Wind Turbine Supplemental Appropriation: Approve an 



additional $9,000.00 from Undesignated Fund Balance associated 



with efficiency concerns.



6. Compactor Appropriation: Appropriate an amount up to 



$15,000.00 from Undesignated Fund Balance for either a 




compactor or three balers at the China Transfer Station to be used 



for recycling purposes.


On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 9:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board

