Select Board Meeting
09/17/07
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Carlene Cote, Blanche Bourdeau, Cliff Wells, Bob Batteese, H. David Cotta, Scott A. Pierz, Ginger Davis, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Robert Batteese.
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #14 for $16,043.52, Warrant #15 for $264,183.68, and Warrant #16 for $15,000.00 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 09/05/2007 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Nomination Papers for the November Referendum Election: Nomination papers are to be returned to the town office by Saturday, September 22, 2007 at 11:00am. The election is taking place at the town office on November 6, 2007. For the Select Board there are two positions open, for the Planning Board there are three positions open, for the School Committee there are two positions open, and for the Budget Committee there are three positions open. There is an opening on the Board of Appeals.
· Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day – Saturday, October 20, 2007 – 
Details of the Event: It is scheduled for Saturday, October 20, 2007 and more details with be forthcoming in the near future. A certificate of insurance covering the contracted company that is handling the household hazardous waste has been received in the town office.
· Land Adjacent to the Town Office: It was noted that the town is planning on a follow-up phone call this week to the agent selling the property to assess the progress on the sale from a previously identified interested party. The Town manager will report back to the Board at a later meeting.  
· Property Tax Relief – property Tax and Rent Refund Program (a/k/a Circuit 
Breaker Program): Applications are available at the town office or residents can apply on-line for this refund program. 
· Paving in China – Update: It was noted that Marriners Inc. is in the process of paving the Lane Road, Deer Hill Road, Pond Hill Road, Mayflower Lane, Jones Road, and Legion Memorial Drive. The State of Maine DOT is having Routes #202 & 9 paved and plan to have the Stanley Hill Road, Neck Road and Main Street in China Village paved within the next two weeks. 

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· School Consolidation Items – Update – RPC Interest: Chairperson Elwood Ellis commented that looking northward to Vassalboro, Winslow, Waterville, and SAD #47 will benefit China the most. There was limited discussion about alternatives. It was noted that the Board would need to have more specific information in order to consider alternatives. 
· Revaluation Progress Report and Discussion: It was noted that the revaluation process is on schedule and that notices to residents are sent out prior to visits by the revaluation contractor. The focus is on visiting areas around China Lake and Three Mile Pond. 
New Business:
· Public Comment: Resident Ginger Davis expressed concern about drivers of heavy trucks speeding and tailgating on Lakeview Drive. Some on the Select Board responded that the town has responded by talking to our Congressional delegation and to the State Police about this same concern. A person from the Congressional offices will be invited to a Select Board meeting in the near future. 

Also at this time China resident Blanche Bourdeau and Vassalboro resident Carlene Cote brought to the Board an opinion statement signed by 300 people that read, “Support your neighbors. Shop locally.  Tell Hannaford they are not welcome in China, Maine.”

· Fee Schedule – Recommendations for Revised Schedule – Impact Studies and Development: The Town Manager handed the Select Board proposed fee scheduled for the town including Planning Board and C.E.O. recommended fee changes, Transfer Station recommended fee changes, and town office and administration recommended fee changes. On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to table the consideration of the 
proposed fee schedule to the next regular meeting.
· November Ballot – Local Ballot Items for Consideration:

PSAP’S – Cliff Wells, Director or Consolidated Emergency 
Communications Bureau to Speak and Answer Questions: On a 
motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Selectperson 
Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to put a question on the November 
ballot regarding PSAP/E-911 services, see question #1 on the attached 
sheet for the appropriate wording. On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. 
Glidden and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 
5-0 to recommend “yes” on the article. Mr. Cliff Wells, director of the 

new Consolidated Emergency Communications Bureau, was invited to the 
Select Board meeting to respond to questions about the service proposed 
and the associated potential costs. It was noted that China’s emergency 
services are currently dispatched by the Kennebec Sheriff’s Office with 

the cost included in the County Tax assessment. The cost to contract with 
the CMRCC in Augusta for E-911 calls would be $2.50 per resident. That 
cost would only be for answering the calls. Transferring the calls to the 
KSO for dispatching would be an additional cost. If the CMRCC answered 
the calls and also performed the dispatching, the town would be billed 

over $40,000.00 annually. The Select Board asked the Town Manager to 
explore the options which might be available including contracting with 
another county entity at a lower cost per resident. Mr. Wells gave the 
Select Board historical information about the process involved in 
consolidating emergency service centers, including Legislative directives 
and MPUC rule changes. The centers are to be supported entirely by 
service fees.      

Board of Assessment Appeals: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. 
Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 
to put a question on the November ballot that would ask voters to adopt a 
Board of Assessment Appeals, see question #2 on the attached sheet for 
the appropriate wording. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin 
and a second by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden, the Board voted 5-0 to 
put a question on the November ballot asking voters to adopt a China 
Board of Assessment 
Review Ordinance, see question #3 on the attached 
sheet for the appropriate wording.


Other: On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by 


Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to put a question on 


the November ballot asking voters to appropriate funds for the purchase of 

land adjacent to the Friends Dirigo Cemetery, see question #4 on the 


attached sheet for the appropriate wording. On a motion by Selectperson 


Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the 


Board voted 5-0 to recommend “yes” on the article.
On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 9:12pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
