Public Hearing – Kennebec Water District Proposal to the Department of Inland Fisheries to Ban Road Vehicles from China Lake Ice:

12/13/04

6:30 PM

The board opened the Public Hearing at 6:30 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Scott Stratton, Jesse Glidden, Daniel Ouellette, Jason Cobb, Dana Hoague, Shawn Marque, Richard Sears II, Melvin McPhee, Dana Brown, Michael Debonis, Larry Rancourt, Al Althenn, Carrie Suchar, Sue Suchar, Peter Rocque, Celeste Haley, Jon Van Bourg, Jeff LaCasse, Sheldon Goodine, Bob Batteese, Anthony J. Pileggi, Marc Johnson, Ben Demerchant, Leon Emery, Bob Fletcher, Leslie French, Lewis Hamilton, Brian Plaisted, David Hamilton, Brad Cook, William Cook, Jeff Campbell, George Hamilton, Paul MacDonald, Maxine Hamilton, Louis Hamilton, Bill Pettipas, Mary Grow, Scott Pierz, and the Town Manager.

Jeff LaCasse, KWD General Manager/Superintendent, gave a general overview of a proposal by the KWD to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife regarding a ban on road vehicles from China Lake ice. Mr. LaCasse and Mr. Van Borg offered the audience two reasons for the proposed ban. They said cars and trucks pose a pollution risk if they fall through the ice. Additionally, they maintained that the water district has become concerned since September 11, 2001, that it would be easier for a terrorist to get poison or other pollutants into drinking water by using a vehicle. 

Several China residents agued that snowmobiles and four-wheelers go through the ice more frequently than cars and trucks. Audience members also pointed out that the launching of boats would be considered a more serious pollution threat. Mr. Van Borg said that gas and oil are more likely to evaporate from open water during the summer. A Public Hearing is scheduled for December 29, 2004 at 6:30 pm in the Vassalboro town office. 

Select Board Meeting

12/13/04

7:07 PM

Minutes

On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to open the meeting at 7:07 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present are as written in the attached attendance sheet. The Board was led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Selectperson Neil Farrington. 

On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voter 5-0 to accept Warrant #24 for $14,076.84 and Warrant #25 for $439,224.44 as presented. 

On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Joann Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 11/29/04 Select Board meeting as presented. 

Public Comment/Participation (On Agenda Items Only): There was not any public comment at this time. 

Manager’s Communications:

· Winter Season Preparation – Procedures – Process: It was noted that the process of preparation for the winter season has been successfully completed for some time. There seems to be plenty of sand and salt to handle predictable circumstances.
· KWD – IF&W Public Hearing – Vassalboro Town Office;There seems to be plenty of sand and salt to handle predictable circumstances.
· KWD – IF&W Public Hearing – Vassalboro Town Office; It was noted that the official IF&W public hearing on a proposal to ban road vehicles from China Lake ice will take place on December 29, at 6:30 pm in the Vassalboro town office.
· Town Business Meeting and 2005-2006 Budget Deliberations – Timeline: The Select Board agreed to hold the Annual Town Business Meeting on March 30, 2005 with a rain date of April 6, 2005 at the China Middle School in multi-purpose room.









· Foreclosed Properties: The Board was given a list of the properties foreclosed upon. It was decided to allow former owners an opportunity to buy-back the properties within a certain timeframe. 
· China Planning Board Vacancy – Cemetery Committee Vacancy: The vacancies in the Planning Board and Cemetery Committee were formally announced and citizens were invited to contact the town office if interested in either position. On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to appoint Julie Finley to the China Cemetery Committee. On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to appoint Gregory Pizzo to the China Budget Committee. 
Unfinished Business:

· Junk Yards and Automobile Graveyards – Scott Pierz – Consent Document and Summary Update: After a report by C.E.O. Scott Pierz, the Select Board began action to clean up alleged junk yards in town. Mr. Pierz noted that he has been reviewing properties since June and talking with landowners who have accumulations appearing to meet the state definition of a junk yard. His findings and recommendations were reported earlier. At this meeting, the Board approved a draft of a consent agreement with Russell Coston of the Dirigo Road. The proposed agreement sets deadlines for Coston to clean up his property with penalties for non-compliance. 
The C.E.O. was also asked to prepare similar agreements with two additional landowners; send one notice of violation; and review another case with the town attorney. State law mandates such things that meet the definition of junk must be screened from view and the landowner must have a junk yard or automobile graveyard permit. A list of the sites/responsible parties is attached to these minutes with associated recommendation and actions. 

· Department of Inland Fisheries Rulemaking – Town Position: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to support a ban on cars and trucks on China Lake ice in the West Basin only, where the KWD water intake is located.

New Business:

· Project Canopy – Mike Debonis of the Maine Forestry Service: Mr. Debonis was invited to the Select Board meeting to discuss potential grants. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to authorize the Forestry Committee to proceed with appropriate grant opportunities. 

· Assessing Agent Services: The Town manager updated the Board on the current status of the assessing agent contract. Dan noted that MR. Gary Robbins likes to work for China and has a sincere desire to remain as assessing agent in the future. 

· Paving Project - 2006-2007 State Program: The Board gave unanimous approval to participate in a State sponsored reconstruction program on the Stanley Hill Road. The project involves approximately .8 miles of reconstruction beginning at the intersection of the Neck and Stanley Hill Roads heading toward Vassalboro. The town will participate in the cost and execution of the project. 

· CMP Pole Location Permit: The Board approved of a pole location permit for CMP.

· Tax Payments and Unpaid Bills – Application Against Oldest Outstanding Bill: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to approve of a policy regarding application of funds paid for taxes against oldest outstanding balances.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board 

