TOWN OF CHINA

SCHOOL BUDGET ORDINANCE

FEBRUARY 10, 1998

SECTION 1.
AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE


A.
AUTHORITY




This Ordinance is adopted per Article VIII Part 2, of the Maine 



Constitution and the Home Rule provisions of Title 30-A M.R.S.A.




Section 3001.


B.
PURPOSE




The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for the maximum 



participation of voters in determining the annual appropriation 



for the Town of China School department.

SECTION 2.
EFFECTIVE DATE




This ordinance shall become effective upon passage by a majority 



of votes cast at a Town Meeting.

SECTION 3.
VALIDITY AND SEVERABILITY




Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by 



the Courts to be invalid, such decision shall not invalidate any 



other section or provision of this School Budget Ordinance.

SECTION 4.
AMENDMENTS




This Ordinance may be amended by a majority of voters of the 



legislative body of the Town of China.

SECTION 5.
APPLICABILITY




All school budgets shall be voted upon by the method of voting 



known as the Australian ballot as provided in 30-A M.R.S.A. 



Section 2528.

SECTION 6.
SUBMISSION OF SCHOOL BUDGET




Each year, the Town of China School Committee shall forward to 



the China Board of Selectmen a proposed budget for the following 



school/fiscal year.  The submission of the budget shall be no 



less than 52 days prior to the date of the opening of the Annual 



or Special Town meeting at which the school articles shall be 



voted on.

SECTION 7.
BUDGET FORMAT




The format of the budget to be considered shall be in a manner 



that allows only either a YES or NO response for each question 



presented.  Questions to be presented shall be for Foundation 



Allocation, Debt Service payments, additional local funds 




requested, and any other appropriations deemed necessary by the 



China School Committee.

SECTION 8.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS




For each questions a financial appropriations for the operation 



of schools, there shall also be a recommendation of either a YES 



or NO from each of the following committees:  The China School 



Committee, the China Budget Committee, and the China Board of 



Selectmen.

SECTION 9.
FAILURE TO PASS BUDGET


The annual school budget may be submitted to the voters for 
approval at no more than two referendum elections.  In the event 
that a plurality of voters reject the budget submitted by the 
School Department twice, the total local appropriations approved 
by the voters for the previous year's school budget shall 
automatically be considered the total local appropriations 
approved for the school operating expenses for the ensuing year.

