Public Presentation -  Dr. Kevin Spigel, Unity College Professor

China Lake Wetland Study Results

02/16/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room

6:30 PM
Unity College Professor Kevin Spigel provided the audience with a presentation on his students’ study of the wetlands between Fire Roads 9 & 10, on the west shore of China Lake. Professor Spigel said students sampled water and soils at multiple sites in the wetlands. The samples were analyzed for various nutrient content, particularly phosphorous and nitrogen. Professor Spigel concluded that the wetlands are doing what they are designed to do, capture and store nutrients, particularly phosphorous and nitrogen. One additional finding was that in the sediments, it was found that there are more nitrogen and phosphorous near the top of the core samples than near the bottom. Professor Spigel, however noted, that because there not any time lines established regarding how long it has taken for the sediment samples to accumulate, it cannot be concluded that development around the lake caused the sediment build-up. The study did not explain how to restore lake water quality. 

Professor Spigel and his students made between 6 and 8 site visits to the wetlands area. He noted it was, in his opinion, a successful study and a great “out of text book” experience for his students which came in under budget. 
Select Board Meeting
Monday – 02/16/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Irma Simon, Victor Montminy, John Henninges, Al Althenn, Frederick Hayden, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Joann C. Austin
On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #38 for $10,000.00 and Warrant #39 for $16,579.22 as presented and to accept Warrant #40 for as amended to exclude the payable for the SCVFD in the amount of $5,000.00. The Board wished to be supportive of the SCVFD but felt it needed more of an explanation for the expenditure. 
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 02/02/2009 meeting as amended. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Town Business Meeting Dates, Saturday, March 28, 2009 (“Snow Date” – Saturday, 
April 4, 2009, 9:00 AM, Refreshments at 8:30AM): The Town Manager noted the date, time, and place for the Town Business Meeting. This item is noted each meeting leading up to the TBM for public information. It was also noted the Richard Thompson has agreed to be Moderator of the TBM if asked. 
· Municipal Bids for the 2009-2010 Fiscal Year: The Board authorized the Town Manager to send out the bids at his discretion. Prior to sending out bids for plowing and sanding the Town Manager may discuss with the plowing contractors the possibility of an extension to their existing contract. The Town Manager will update the Board on the progress of the bidding results over time.
· SU#52 Meeting on Dissolution of Inter-Local Agreement: On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to direct the Town Manager to send of a letter to the School Committee expressing their sentiments regarding to the dissolution of the Inter-Local Agreement. More specifically, the Board wanted to note that they: would like to have an independent commercial appraisal don on the building; feel that the personal business property might be incomplete; and that they may be the lawful body that should execute documents on behalf of the Town of China. The Town Manager noted that an opinion from Rob Nadeau, attorney from Drummond & Woodsum, representing the School Committee and SU#52 Administration in the respective dissolution negotiations. Selectperson Joann C. Austin recommended having China’s town attorney review Rob Nadeau’s opinion on the dissolution authority. The Board agreed and directed the Town Manager to obtain such a review. 





Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator – Recycling Initiatives, Wooden Nickels, Etc. Recycling Coordinator, Neil Farrington, reported that there has been significant progress in the effort to promote recycling by China residents. Neil read comparative recycling statistics for the 2007 and 2007 calendar years. He went on to note the gain in the recycling rate resulting from the chipping of brush and certain demolition and debris compared to the traditional burning of these products and hauling of the residue to Norridgewock. There are also significant financial savings from marketing of the chipped products. Neil suggested that the town have an insert in the Town Line illustrating the increased recycling rate and the financial savings and thanking town residents for their collective efforts.    
· Implementation Committee (Comprehensive Plan) Discussion: The Board accepted the Town Manager’s chart showing large groups of tasks for the respective Boards and Committees. The Board asked the Town Manager to advertise an appeal for volunteers for the new committees. The Board will address the implementation initiative at their regularly scheduled meetings over the next few months. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Red Light Applications:

Weeks Mills Fire Department:


Matthew Childs: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to approve and sign the Red Light Application for Matthew Childs.
· Rapid Renewal Agreement Renewal: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to authorize the Town Manager to act on behalf of the town in the negotiation and signing of a new agent agreement/contract with the Maine Information Network which represents InforME. The contract will continue to allow InforME to collect excise taxes on China’s behalf and make daily deposits to the town’s checking account.  

In other business, the Board directed the Town Manager to proceed with the installation of the wind turbine at the ball fields, and noted the additional cemetery lots for sale at the Pleasant View Ridge Road and Dirigo Road cemeteries. 


















On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 9:07 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
