Select Board Meeting
10/30/06
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Tarren Bragdon, Vickie Decker, Christopher Stone, Rhianna Gray, Seth Collins, Jack Shields, H. David Cotta, Joe Pinette, Scott A. Pierz, H. Carson, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Seth Collins.
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0 to accept Warrant #17 for $18,442.42 and Warrant #18 for $494,241.03 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to accept the minutes of the 10/16/06 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· P.E.R.C. 4th Quarter Tipping Fee: It was noted that the tipping fee for waste delivered to the Penobscot Energy Recovery Facility for the fourth quarter of 2006 is $66.20 per ton, up from $65.00 per ton in the third quarter. Trucking the waste to the plant in Orrington costs approximately $10.00 per ton and are in addition to the tipping fee. 
· Comprehensive Town Revaluation  - Time Line and Feedback: It was noted the William Van Tuinen will soon be sending the town a time-line for the performance of a comprehensive revaluation beginning in the spring of 2007 and to be finished for the 2008-2009 tax year commitment.
· Comprehensive Planning Committee - Visioning Session – October 28, 2006 

at Erskine Academy – Preliminary Recap: Selectperson Joann C. Austin and Selectperson Irene L. Belanger provided a brief summary of the session, both agreeing that it was enjoyable and very productive. There were many good ideas. Audience member David Cotta commented that he felt there was a surprising amount of consensus among the separate groups in attendance.










The groups indicated that China’s historic character and buildings, small town atmosphere, China Lake, and economic development were all very important. Interested residents were invited to the next Comprehensive Panning Committee meeting scheduled for 6:30pm Thursday, November 16, 2006.  
· November 7, 2006 Annual Town Meeting and Referendum  Election – Date, 
Place, Polling Hours: It was noted that the polls will open at 7:00am and close at 8:00pm on Tuesday, November 7, 2006 at the China Middle School. The town office will be open on election day. 
· Ball Field Lighting Shields Installation: The Town Manager commented that residents have commented favorably about the installation of the light shields. Less light spillage is recognized and this is said to be an improvement.  
· Next Select Board Meeting – Alternate Date – Elwood Ellis: Due to scheduling conflicts, the Board will meet on Wednesday, November 15, 2006 in the town office at 8:00am.  
· Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day – Summary: The Town Manager noted that 12 households took advantage of the annual household hazardous waste collection day, getting rid of approximately 500 pounds of hazardous waste at a cost to the town of $626.20.

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· TABOR – Taxpayer Bill Of Rights Proposed Legislation – Speaker(s) for 
October 30, 2006 Meeting: Terran Bragdon, a China resident who works for the Maine Heritage Policy Center, a Portland think tank, spoke in favor of the citizen that will be on the November 7, 2006 ballot as Question 1. An opponent for TABOR with free time was not found in time for the meeting. Mr. Bragdon noted that the ballot question does not mention the word TABOR. He went on to read the wording of Question #1 and to explain that what he felt was the gist of the law; that is, the limiting of state and local government spending to the rate of inflation plus population growth unless a greater increase ins approved by two-thirds of the legislative body plus a referendum vote. Mr. Bragdon said that “TABOR is all about reasonable increases in government spending.” He went on to note that it would be a law and not a constitutional amendment so that the Legislature could adjust things. Mr. Bragdon showed illustrations indicating that if TABOR had been in effect since the year 2000, it would not have affected budgets in several central Maine communities including China. There were 









comments from the Select Board questioning some parts of the proposed legislation as well as some comments in support of the initiative. The Board did not come to a consensus on whether or not to support the legislation.  


New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Supplemental Tax Assessment – Certificate and Warrant: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0 to sign and process a supplemental tax assessment for Crystal and Leon Ladd as presented. 
· Causeway – Neil Farrington – Walkway: Selectperson Neil Farrington presented a proposal to increase recreational use and safety at the head of China Lake where people fish from the Causeway, launch boats and sometimes swim. He suggested installing a boardwalk over the road edge on the south side of the Causeway Street and or widening the north side of the road. There was some input from other Board members and from the audience on their own versions of what might serve the needs of residents and visitors.
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at 8:40pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
