Select Board Meeting
Monday 08/04/2008 – Town Office Meeting Room
6:00 PM

Minutes


The meeting was opened by the Chair at 6:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Jean Brown, A. J. Pileggi, Charlyn Twitchell, Michael Martin, Scott Rollins, Peter Foote, Chris Mayo, Stephanie Foote, Peter Caldwell, Peter Wilkens, Richard Michael Suchar, Charles Plumer, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Mr. Paul MacDonald.

Executive Session – Personnel Matter - Personnel Matters
1 M.R.S.A. § 405(6)(A)         Consultations with legal counsel  1 M.R.S.A. § 405(6)(E): On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to enter Executive Session at 6:12 p.m. for reasons as noted immediately above with appropriate references to Maine Statutes.
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to come out of Executive Session at 7:11 p.m. and resume with the regularly scheduled items on the agenda.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #5 for $23,520.29 and Warrant #6 for $704,131.27 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 07/21/2008 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.












· Preliminary Assessed Values 2008 Notice and Hearings – William Van 
Tuinen: Mr. Van Tuinen delivered a preliminary report to the Board on the comprehensive town revaluation initiative. He predicted that the total valuation of all property would increase substantially and that waterfront property would increase the most. He noted that the mil rate could possibly decrease from 16.7 mils to approximately 11.1 mils after the revaluation is completed. The Town Manager noted that the municipal and school budgets are already completed and that the redistribution of values among properties would not raise additional funds over budget parameters. Mr. Van Tuinen noted that the revaluation should bring all values approximately to market prices. Figures provided by Mr. Van Tuinen indicate that, for last year, non-waterfront properties were valued, on average, a about 60 percent of market value; for lakefront properties, the average valuation was 40-45 percent of market value. He went on to say that lakefront owners are going to be paying a higher percentage of the taxes than they have in the past.  Van Tuinen pointed out that the municipal, school, and county budgets have gone up almost 6.5% and some revenue sources have slightly decreased. Therefore, people whose valuations do not increase significantly are unlikely to see a tax decrease. Mr. Van Tuinen said that he hopes to mail out preliminary valuation notices and estimated taxes next week and, immediately thereafter, to start scheduling meetings to answer property owners’ questions and review information used in the valuation process. If discrepancies are discovered, he or a staff member will revisit properties to view the alleged discrepancies. Mr. Van Tuinen predicted that China’s 2008-2009 tax rate should be around 11 mils. 
· Freedom Of Access Law and Public Officials Training: It was noted that elected public officials need to return their signed certificates of training documents to the town office. The town office mailed out educational packets to all elected officials earlier in the summer. The packets included all the necessary information needed to fulfill the obligatory requirements of the law. 
· MDOT Paving in China – Lakeview Drive (.4 miles from the Pond Road in 
northeasterly direction for 4.4 miles): It was noted that the State is currently preparing a portion of Lakeview Drive for paving and that the project should be completed before the middle of August.
· CMP Maine Power Reliability Program: The Board decided to hold firm with the request for $3000.00 from CMP for the town owned land adjacent to the power line. CMP is attempting to purchase land adjacent to their power line to facilitate an expansion project. CMP initially offered $1500.00 for the property and subsequently asked to split the difference at $2,200.00.










· Tax Relief Programs: The Town Manager noted that the Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program applications are now available to all Maine residents. He noted that those who have participated in the program in the past should receive one in the mail from the Maine Revenue Services. Applications must be files by June 1, 1009. The Town Manager noted that there are other tax relief programs provided by the Maine Revenue Services and that the town office has information on all the offerings. 

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Municipal Appointments: On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to reappoint all town officials whose terms ended June 30, 2008, except for Peter Cote who resigned from the Animal Control position in July of 2008 and adding one new appointment to the Recycling Coordinator position. A copy of all the appointment papers is on file at the town office. There was not any discussion on this item.
· Recycling Coordinator – Neil Farrington – Wooden Nickels and Recycling 
Incentives: Recycling Coordinator Neil Farrington reported that the wooden nickel recycling incentive program at the transfer station started August 1, 2008. He noted that the first Saturday went well. 
· Proposed Revisions to Building Permit and Review Fees: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 3-1(Austin)-1(Ellis) to approve of the proposed revisions to the fees charged by the town for respective goods and services as presented. A copy of the proposed revisions is attached to these minutes. Planning Board Chairperson Scott Rollins said that planners considered recommending waiving permit fees for hardship cases but that they did not have enough time to work out a proposed procedure and decide who should be empowered to grant a waiver. Chairperson Elwood Ellis asked that the Planning Board discuss this idea and report back to the Select Board. 
















New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Administrative Consent Agreement: The town exercised an Administrative Consent Agreement with Peter and Juliette Shirley.
· Abatements and Supplemental Tax Certificates and Warrants: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to approve and sign abatements as presented. Copies of the abatements are on file at the town office.  
· Urban/Rural Initiative Program: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept and sign an agreement with the MDOT stipulating that the town would spend URIP funds only on capital improvements to roads in China.  
On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
