Select Board Meeting

08/08/05

7:00 PM

Minutes

The Chair declared the meeting open at 7:03 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Mary Grow, Russell Coston, Tim Coston, Bill MacMannus, Lori Lee, Paul MacDonald, Scott Pierz, Bruce Flaherty, and the Town Manager.
Paul MacDonald led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to accept Warrant #5 for $17,819.49 and Warrant #6 for $594,220.11 as presented.
On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to accept the minutes of the 07/18/05 Select Board meeting as amended.
Public Comment (On Agenda Items Only):  There was not any public comment at this time.

Manager’s Communications:

· Kennebec Valley Community Action Program – Home Energy Assistance Program Applications for Appointment – Town Visit 2005-2006: The Town manager reminded qualified residents to apply as promptly as possible for the applicable assistance next winter. He noted that people who do not apply soon may find that they are not able to get an appointment until after the heating season starts. The assistance, if applicable, would not be disbursed until very late in the heating season. 

· Tax Bills – Due Dates and Property Tax Rent and Rebate Program – “Circuit Breaker” Program: The Town Manager noted that the Legislature has targeted the Property Tax Rent and Rebate Program as one avenue for property relief. He went on to note that the program is not only for low income residents and that the maximum income and maximum assistance levels have been increased. Dan said that the tax relief program is underused. He noted that the town office has a stock









of applications and he provided a Web address for residents who may wish to file online. Tax due dates are September 30, 2005 and March 30, 2006.    
· Adelphia Cable Corporation and TimeWarner Cable – Invitation to Municipal Officials: The Town Manager noted times and dates municipal officials and representatives of Adelphia and TimeWarner Cable have scheduled for meetings to discuss a recent proposed merger of the two companies. 
· State Police Speed Details: It was noted that arrangements have been made with the Maine State Police to have troopers watching for speeders in town.

· CRLA and FY2006 Grants for NPS Pollution Control Projects: It was noted that the CRLA has obtained a two-year non-point source pollution grant to help with China Lake clean-up in 2006-2007. Tiffany L. Glidden offered congratulations to CRLA and Reb Manthey for the successful grant. 

Unfinished Business:

· Administrative Consent Agreements – Russell Coston (Dirigo Road): The Board spent about an hour discussing a proposed administrative consent agreement with Russell Coston on his Dirigo Road Property. The agreement dealt with an “unlicensed” junkyard on the property. C.E.O. Scott Pierz noted that the town has been dealing with this issue for almost six years. Mr. Coston has consistently disagreed with some parts of the proposed agreement. On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 3-1(Glidden) that upon Russell Coston agreeing to sign the proposed and revised Consent Agreement, they would impose a $400.00 fine and would waive all but $150.00 of the fine. Mr. Coston agreed to the agreement and signed the prepared document. The C.E.O. also noted that Mr. Coston may have to go before the China Planning Board to obtain a permit to conduct what the C.E.O. perceived as a metal recycling business on Mr. Coston’s property. Mr. Pierz asked to have his objection to the amended agreement entered into the record.    
· Scales at the China Transfer Station – Update: It was noted that the new truck scales for the transfer station have been ordered and should arrive in six to eight weeks.
New Business:

· Administrative Consent Agreement – Lori Lee (Rockwood Drive): The Board processed a second consent agreement quickly. Lori Lee violated a setback requirement while building a new home on Rockwood Drive. C.E.O. Scott Pierz recommended a fine of $1700.00, calculated under the town’s penalty assessment









guidelines. An additional requirement was agreed to requiring removal of part of a deck which extends into the setback at the rear of the building lot. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to enter into the proposed administration consent agreement with Lori Lee with all the proposed fines and remedies. 
The Board then heard a presentation from Bruce Flaherty on the Spirit of America volunteer awards program. 

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board

