Public Hearing – June Ballot Articles

05/12/2008  - Town Office Meeting Room

6:30 PM

The Public Hearing was opened at 6:30 p.m. Those present are as listed in the Select Board meeting minutes below. The Select Board received comments and answered questions regarding each ballot article. The articles discussed are immediately below. The public hearing was closed at 5:55 p.m.  

Article 2.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to negotiate and enter into agreements with appropriate financial/enterprise institutions for the acceptance of debit and or credit cards for use in the payment of goods and services provided by the Town of China and to further appropriate, if necessary, from overlay or undesignated fund balance the respective amounts to offset the fees associated with the acceptance and processing of said cards.                         


Article 3.  Shall an amendment to the Town of China QUORUM REQUIREMENT ORDINANCE, Section 2.0,  PROCEDURE FOR THE OPENING OF TOWN MEETING WITH QUORUM REQUIREMENT; Section 3.0, PROCEDURE AND REQUIREMENTS NECESSARY FOR THE PASSAGE OF ARTICLES AT TOWN MEETING be enacted by the voters of the Town of China?



[Explanation: In both Section 2.0 and Section 3.0 reference to the 

             required number (quorum) being met or needed to open the meeting 

             would change from 10% of the number of votes cast in Town at the 

             last gubernatorial election (currently 191registered voters) to four 

             percent of the number of registered voters established on the first 

             business day in January of the year in which the respective election 

             is held, (currently 132 registered voters.)]     

                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Article 4.  Shall an amendment to the Town of China PLANNING BOARD ORDINANCE, Section 2.1 General, (D), be enacted by the voters of the Town of China?

PLANNING BOARD ORDINANCE, Section 2.1 General, (D): 

Compensation of each member shall be $25.00 per meeting


attended with a maximum of $700.00 per year.

Article 5.  Shall the town authorize the State to issue licenses for the sale of liquor to be consumed on the premises of licensed establishments on Sundays?


Article 6.  To see if the town will vote to adopt the Maine Public Employees Retirement System Plan AC of the Participating Local District Consolidated Retirement Plan and to further authorize the Select Board to execute the respective or appropriate agreement(s) on behalf of the town?
              [Explanation: This would represent only a change in the Town’s (Participating                
   Local District’s) plan offering and would NOT cost the town additional 
   
     
   money.]
Select Board Meeting
Monday - 05/12/2008 Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 p.m. Board members present were Elwood Ellis, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Gary Smith, Joyce Goodine, Janet Preston, Allison Putnam, Roger Putnam, H. David Cotta, Paul MacDonald, Zach Cummings, Alyssa Wadsworth, Carolyn Wadsworth, Charles Plumer, Charley Clark, Chris McCarthy, Robert Batteese, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Paul MacDonald.
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 3-0 to accept Warrant #51 for $17,435.17 and Warrant #52 for $661,437.75 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 3-0 to accept the minutes of the 04/28/2008 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· PSAP and Dispatch – Informational Update: The Town Manager noted that the town now receives PSAP services from Somerset County Communications Center and Dispatch services from Waterville Communications. The Central Maine Regional Communications Center will continue to dispatch “Rural Patrol” for China. The Rural Patrol includes the dispatch of the State Police and the 








Kennebec County Sheriff’s patrol. The town has entered into one year contracts with the respective entities and has saved approximately $7,000.00 when comparing quotes.  
· Open Transfer Station Day – June 14, 2008 – Limitations: It was noted that the limitations have not changed; they are the same as last year and a copy of the limitations is available at the town office or at the transfer station. They can also be found on the town’s Web site.
· Preliminary 2008 State Valuation Figures – Revaluation Implications and Information Inserts into the Town Line: There will be references to the revaluation included in inserts into the Town Line newspaper in the months of May, June and July.

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator – Neil Farrington: Mr. Farrington deferred to the discussion of the school budget and noted that he would discuss recycling at a later meeting. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· School Budget: 

Article Format/Wording: It was decided that, except where governed by specific rulings, the format for the respective articles would include a specific number within the article and would read similar to the following: “Shall the town vote to authorize”, e.g. for articles 1-11, and 13 as attached. Articles 12 and 14 will read “To see what sum…” Article number 13 will be voted on by secret ballot at the budget meeting. The articles may be numbered differently at the budget meeting because an article will be required to elect a moderator and inserted accordingly.

Vote on Recommendations: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 3-0 to recommend “Yes” on Articles 1, 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10, and11. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 3-0 to recommend $2,118,598. on Article #12. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 3-0 to recommend “Yes” on Article #13. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 3-0 to recommend $7,776,066. on Article #14. (see attached articles)









Assistant Superintendent Gary Smith presented budgetary information and responded to most of the questions. The Town Manager asked the School Committee to consider increasing projected revenues to offset some the additional tax burden proposed to be passed on to local taxpayers.  
· Warrant for the Municipal Referendum Election, June 10, 2008: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 3-0 to accept the Warrant as presented. A copy is on file at the town office. 
· Registrar/Clerks Hours – June Ballot: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 3-0 to accept the recommendations as presented.
· Municipal Officers’ Notice of Public Hearing on Secret Ballot Referendum: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 3-0 to accept and sign the Notice as presented.  

· Supplemental Tax Certificate and Warrant: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted to approve and sign a supplemental tax assessment for Time-Warner. A copy will be on file at the town office. 
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 8:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
