Public Hearing

10/06/03

6:30 PM

The Board opened the Public at 6:30 pm. Board members present were Irene Belanger, Betsy Fitzgerald, Joann Austin, and Tiffany Glidden. Others present were Kristen Gosselin, Amber Gray, Jennifer Haywood, T. J. Gray, Meghan Brann, Tasha Kao, Arlita Hallee, Charles Plumer, Joyce and Sheldon Goodine, Dee L’Heureux, Bob Batteese, Dulcey Mazerolle, Christine Chapman, Arthur Lucas, Scott Pierz, Rachel Watson, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager.

The Board discussed the following four items as part of the Public Hearings:

2003-2004 General Assistance Ordinance Appendixes A, B, & C: The Town Manager explained the adjustments resulting from the proposed amendments to the General Assistance Ordinance. It was noted that the proposed changes in maximum allowances were recommendations of the Maine Municipal Association. The increases are small this year, since the figures are pegged to inflation. There was not any public comment.

Article 5  To see if the Town of China will vote to appropriate, for the purposes of offsetting legal expenses in the current year, an amount up to $20,000.00 from Undesignated Fund Balance and to have any remaining balance lapse into a legal reserve account.


Selectmen Recommend:


Yes

Budget Committee Recommends

Yes

The Town Manager noted that the legal fund for the current fiscal year is almost depleted and said he felt it would be prudent to seek additional funds to cover routine and customary legal services as well as any unanticipated costs that may arise before next spring’s Town Meeting or the end of the fiscal year. Most of the funds have been used for two court cases. The Town Manager said that one of the cases has been settled and that the town is waiting for the judge’s decision in the other case. The Town Manager invited anyone interested in the details of the legal expenditures to the town to review the file.  












Article 6.  To see if the Town of China will vote to appropriate, for the purposes of offsetting unforeseen site preparation and engineering costs in the construction of an equipment storage building, an amount up to $7,500.00 from Undesignated Fund Balance.


Selectmen Recommend:


Yes

Budget Committee Recommends:

Yes


The Town Manager and Sheldon Goodine, Chairman of the ad hoc building committee, explained that the additional funding is needed to cover engineering and site preparation work. Mr. Goodine noted that the new site is northwest of the transfer station. There was sensitivity expressed regarding the recent increases in the cost of plywood and how the increases might affect the budget for the equipment-building project. 

Article 8.  To see if the Town of China will vote to approve a Community Development Block Grant application for the following program and dollar amounts:

Program: Economic Development Infrastructure
Amount: Up to $50,000.00

and to submit same to the Department of Economic and Community Development and if said program is approved, to authorize the municipal officers to accept said grant funds, to make such assurances, assume such responsibilities, and exercise such authority as are necessary and reasonable to implement such programs.


Selectmen Recommend: 


Yes



Budget Committee Recommends:

Yes
The Town Manager explained that the grant funds would be used to bring three-phase power to a building owned by Richard Boussiere at the north end of China Village. The Public Hearing was closed at 6:50 pm.













Select Board Meeting
10/06/03

7:00 PM

Minutes

On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Selectperson Joann Austin, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to open the meeting at 7:00 pm. Those present at the Public Hearing were also present at the opening of the Select Board meeting. 

On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden and a second by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to approve of Warrant #9 for $412,076.22 as presented. 

On a motion by Selectperson Joann Austin and a second by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to accept the minutes of the 09/15/03 Select Board meeting as presented. On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second  by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to accept the minutes of the 09/22/03 Select Board meeting as presented.

Administrative Consent Agreement – Lucas: The Board approved an administrative consent agreement with Arthur Lucas of Massachusetts. Mr. Lucas was fined $2,250 for expanding his Branch Pond camp in violation of shore land zoning regulations and without a building permit. Codes Enforcement Officer Scott Pierz said Lucas exceeded the 30% maximum expansion allowed by State and local laws and the expansion was toward the lake. Mr. Pierz used the town’s Penalty Assessment Guidelines to calculate the recommended fine of $2,500.00. Subsequently, the Board reduced the amount to $2,250.00.  Mr. Lucas reported the violation and was very cooperative during the enforcement procedure.  

Manager’s Report:

· Summer Highway Projects – Update: The Town Manager noted that preparations for paving will continue over the next two days and that Pike Industries is expected to begin paving on Wednesday. It was noted that a damage claim for Norman Black’s well remained unresolved. The claim has been send to the insurance company representing Maine Drilling and Blasting. 

· Route #3 Traffic Concerns – Steering Committee Meeting, Oct. 16, 2003: It was noted that the next MDOT  Route #3 Steering Committee meeting will be on October 16, 2003 at the Vassalboro Town Office from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm.









· Appointment(s): On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Selectperson Joann Austin, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to appoint Robert White to the China Forestry Committee.
· Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day: It was noted that the HHW collection day would be on November 8, 2003 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on the Airport Road in Waterville. Pre-registration is required. If any resident has questions, they may call the town office. 

Public Comment (On Agenda Items Only): There was a comment about culvert replacement on the Dutton Road. There was also some discussion about speeding on town roads. The Town Manager noted that work is being done to schedule a four-week speed patrol by the Maine State Police. 


Old Business: None discussed.

New Business:


· Adoption of the MMA Model Ordinance GA Appendixes (A-C): On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to adopt the MMA recommended amendments to the China General Assistance Ordinance.

· Abatements: The Board processed abatements caused by duplication of billings and an incorrect coding in the assessment process.

On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden and a second by Selectperson Joann Austin, The Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to adjourn at 7:37 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy Fitzgerald, Secretary

China Select Board 






