Select Board Special Meeting

07/02/03

7:00 PM

Minutes

On a motion by Selectperson Joann Austin and a second by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to open the meeting at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Irene L. Belanger, Betsy Fitzgerald, Joann Austin, Tiffany Glidden, and Leslie French. Others present were Bob Batteese, Gerry Boyle, Roland Tilton, Reb Manthey, Neil Farrington, Dan Hogenhauer, Al Althenn, Henry Bourque, Maxine Hamilton, Louis Hamilton, George R. Hamilton, Lance Gilman, Joan Hocking, Ralph T. Hocking, August Velton, Dawn Marie Castner, Tessa Velton, Dick Jordan, Bill Pettipas, Henry Dillenbeck, Mary Price Franco, Jamie Pitney, Ginger Davis, Marie Michaud, Martha E. Hicks, Tom Hicks, and the Town Manager.

Old Business:

· China Lake Water Level – Consulting Services: The Chairman began by stating that the Board was present to discuss only the consulting services matter and not to discuss the level of the lake. In response to a question about how much work Mr. Bud Brown has done for the town, the Town Manager said that Mr. Bud Brown had performed over $3000.00 worth of services. He explained that a previous action at a Board meeting on June 30, 2003 was procedurally incorrect. A motion to rescind a previous decision must be made by someone voting in the majority on the original motion. The Board and many in attendance expressed opinions about spending $3,000.00 for a lake study. Selectperson Joann Austin said she felt it was appropriate to support a lake study at this time and that she recommended the amount spent should come out of the legal expense similar to spending for an expert witness. There was a question and related discussion about the validity of the vote to hire Bud Brown. Virginia Davis asked about the scope of the work asked of Mr. Brown. A listing of proposed services by Mr. Brown was read. Doctor Hocking commented that he has documented damage done to the lake due to the high water level since 1968. He went on to say that Mr. Brown’s work is under the Board’s authority and should be considered. August Velton referenced a previous vote by the town that did not approve funding of a lake study. Lance Gilman said that Mr. Brown is owed the $3,000.00 and that everyone will want to see the results of 







the study. Jamie Pitney said that the Board should terminate Mr. Brown’s services and move on. Roland Tilton said he felt the Board was an extension of a voice of the people and that people had previously voted not to fund a lake study. Mr. Tilton also commented that he felt there was a bias in making a decision to hire Mr. Brown. Select Board Chair Irene Belanger said she would like to have some information about the lake to be able to make good decisions. There was a comment about inviting others, namely the D.E.P. to a Select Board meeting. The Town Manager responded that the D.E.P. is being invited to speak before the Select Board. Dawn Castner, of Fire Road #11, asked how one gets objective information without spending money to get the information. Bud Brown said that the D.E.P. is not able to peer review his work. He referenced Black Duck Cove as a place where significant damage has been done. The Board agreed that the obligation to Mr. Brown would have ended as of July 9, 2003, the day selected for a lake level informational meeting in China. 
The Board adjourned at 8:50 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy Fitzgerald, Secretary

China Select Board 
