A Guide to Motor Vehicle Excise

If you purchase a brand new vehicle, the dealer must provide the consumer with the window sticker (moroney label).  This sticker must then be brought to the town office when registering your vehicle for the first time.  Excise is based on this window sticker not what was paid for the vehicle.  Example: Window sticker shows a base of $20,000, options of $2,500, destination charges of $650 and a dealer discount of $500.

$20,000

+$2500

+ $650

- $500

$22,650 is the total shown on the sticker.  However, from this price we would subtract the $650 destination charge making the price of the vehicle for registrations purposes $22,000.

The multiplier rates (mil rates) are as follows:

1st rate
.024

2nd rate
.0175

3rd rate
.0135

4th rate
.01

5th rate
.0065


6th rate
.004  Vehicles “bottom out” at this rate.  Excise does not go any lower.

If you have any questions regarding your excise tax, please contact us at 445-2014 or email at becky@chinamaine.org
