Select Board Meeting
01/07/08
5:30 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Mary Grow, Paul MacDonald, Jamie Pitney, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Paul MacDonald.
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #32 for $16,352.50 and Warrant #33 for $340,896.54 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 12/26/2007 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Land Adjacent to the Town Office – Informational Update: The Board decided to continue to pursue the possibility of purchasing the property and will make a recommendation for an additional offer at their next meeting.  
· Workshop/Retreat – Date/Location/Time: The retreat is scheduled for Tuesday, January 8, 2008 at the China Dine-ah at 2:30pm.
· PSAP and Dispatch – Informational Update: The Select Board agreed to continue with the same configuration for call answering and dispatch until further notice. 
· Maine Power Reliability Program: It was noted that Central Maine Power Company will be analyzing the transmission line running through China as part of a regional power reliability study. CMP representatives may contact landowners along the western side of the corridor. Additional information can be obtained at the town office. 










Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: Mr. James Pitney attended the meeting and commented to the Select Board that in his commentary at the Planning Board hearings about Hannaford Bros. he was speaking as an individual and not as the Chairperson of the Comprehensive Planning Committee. Selectperson Neil Farrington suggested that the Select Board should take a position on the project, representing the majority opinion in town. There was further discussion about the potential perception of people when they hear comments from town officials and members of Boards and Committees.     
· 2008-2009 Municipal Budget Presentation/Review and Dates for Additional 
Review: At this meeting the Select Board approved most of the proposed 2008-2009 municipal budget. The Town Manager commented that the municipal budget drafting was done in a conservative manner and does not include any new programs or expanded services. He went on to note that the shifting of the emergency call answering and dispatch costs from the Kennebec County budget to municipal budgets will be the largest increase locally. Representatives from the three fire departments and Rescue presented their respective budgets and answered questions from the Select Board. It was agreed that the town will attempt to coordinate fuel purchases to gain an economic advantage. The Board will finish up on the municipal budget at a meeting scheduled for Monday, January 28, 2008 at the town office.  

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Preliminary 2008 State Valuation Figures – Revaluation Implications: There was discussion about having an open forum sometime in April so that the Select Board could receive resident feedback.

Other items were included during the meeting. The Town Manager noted that there will be a Public Hearing on the town’s application for a Community Development Block Grant to help restore the former Weeks Mills School House at 6:30pm, Thursday, January 17, 2008 in the town office meeting room. The Town Manager also noted that the plowing contractors asked for the Board to increase the per hour contracted rate for plowing due to the increased fuel costs. The next Select Board meeting will be January 22, 2008 at 8:00am in the town office meeting room. Recycling coordinator Neil Farrington talked about a program to promote recycling by distributing wooden nickels to those residents who recycle a certain amount of waste. The wooden nickels could be turned in for credits toward processing of waste that the town charges for at the transfer station.
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to process an abatement. The paperwork is on file at the town office.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to allow for the redemption of foreclosed property by former owners up to 60 days beyond the foreclosure date.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 9:08pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
