Select Board Meeting

04/07/03

7:00PM

Minutes

On a motion by Selectperson Leslie French and a second by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald, the Board voted 2(Fitzgerald, French)-0-1(Chair) to open the meeting at 7:00pm. Board members present were Irene L. Belanger, Betsy Fitzgerald, Joann C. Austin, Tiffany Glidden, and Leslie French. Others present were Frank Anderson, Sarah Anderson, Scott Adams, Priscilla Adams, Scott McCormac, Janet Preston, Bob Fletcher, Marc Johnson, Richard Norton, Ricky Larrabee, Karel Knox, Floyd Kierstead, Al Althenn, Fred Anderson, Bob Batteese, Mike Redmond, and the Town Manager.

On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Selectperson Joann Austin, the Board voted 4-0-1(Chair) to accept Warrant #21 for $475,031.34 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden and a second by Selectperson Joann Austin, the Board voted 4-0-1(Chair) to accept the minutes of the 04/01/03 Special Select Board meeting as presented.

Manager’s Report:
· Next Select Board Meeting – April 21, 2003, Holiday: The Board agreed to meet as scheduled on Monday, April 21, 2003 at 7:00pm.

· Boat Landing Repair – Head of the Lake – Concrete Loading Ramp: It has been noted that ice movement has caused significant damage to the concrete slabs in the boat-loading ramp. Bill Cunningham of the Department of Conservation and representatives of the town visited the ramp area last week to assess the damage. The Department of Conservation will provide the town with 24 replacement concrete slabs to be install. The newer concrete slabs have been slightly modified for longer life expectancy. 

· “Fee Free” Open Transfer Station Day: The Board set Saturday, June 14, 2003 as the day residents can bring goods, with few limitations, to the China Transfer Station free of charge. Selectperson Leslie French suggested that the fee free day should be on a “floating” basis, that is, a resident should be able to present a coupon at the transfer station on any one day they choose to participate. There were questions on how to administer and track that type of program. 

· Earth Day – April 26, 2003: It was noted that Betsy Farley is coordinating the 4th Annual Earth Day roadside cleanup program on Saturday, April 26, 2003.







 

Interested parties were asked to call Betsy at 968-2908. Town employees picks up a good deal of the gathered trash that is placed on the roadsides. 

· Road Projects – Spring/Summer 2003: It was noted that the Dirigo Road will be overlayed and the Lower Deer Hill and Wing Roads will be reconstructed and newly paved. Major changes will take place on the Wing Road, from ditching and widening to culvert replacement and adding substantial amounts of base and surface gravel. Road Committee chairman Richard Norton said projects in later years might focus on State roads done on a cost share basis with the State D.O.T. 

· Quitclaim Deeds: The Board signed two quitclaim deeds, one for Alfred and Lorraine Letourneau and one for Jeffrey Plummer.  


Public Comment: Selectperson Leslie French commented that trash from residents in nearby towns is being hauled to the China transfer station. The Town Manager was asked to research this issue. Les also suggested the town look into a pay-per-bag collection system on household trash.

Old Business:

· Update – Old Dudley Road: The Town Manager presented plats of the Southern Oaks Subdivision which included a fairly accurate diagram of the Old Dudley Road and the Rangeway passing near the subdivision. Dan also invited Kane Coffin of Coffin Engineering to give the Board historical information and guidance as it deliberated on the acceptance of the Old Dudley Road as a town road. The Board discussed: matters regarding ownership issues relating to the Old Dudley Road and the Rangeway; the Belden v. Glidden court case; the Road Committee’s recommendation not to proceed with work toward accepting the road; and how to get a school bus down a private road to pick up school students. There were comments referencing the town’s Streets & Ways Ordinance and what precedent would be set if the town were to take over a private road that was not up to town specifications. On a motion by Selectperson Joann Austin and a second by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden, the Board voted 3-1(French)-1(Chair) not to go further toward taking over the Old Dudley Road at this time. The Town Manager was asked to seek advice from the Maine Municipal Association on how a school bus might travel down a private road to pick up school children. 


New Business:
· Easements – Wing Road: The Town Manager said that during the reconstruction of the Wing Road it might be a good idea to straighten a significant bend in the road. Two Road Committee members and the Town 







manager met with the Kevin Ballard to see if he might be interested in granting an easement over his property in order to remove the sharp curve. On a motion by Selectperson Joann Austin and a second by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald, the Board voted 4-0-1(Chair) to put a question on the June ballot addressing the acceptance of an easement from Mr. Ballard.

· No Parking – China Village: The Town Manager introduced Post Master Priscilla Adams and said the request for a no parking ban originated with her. Priscilla noted what she felt was a dangerous location across the street from the China Village P.O. where people park before running into the post office. She said she has seen many “near misses” and that the area is probably not good for parking because of large snow banks and a narrow road shoulder. Scott Adams said that parking across from the post office presents a difficult situation for emergency vehicles. The Town Manager suggested the issue be discussed by the Road Committee and then brought back before the Select Board.

· Janet Preston – School Budget Ordinance, Section 5: Janet said she is gathering signatures on a petition to have the school budget vote included in the town meeting. She said she would like to have a question put on the June ballot this year addressing the issue. Janet noted she is disturbed at the perception there are two separate financial processes, one for the municipal department and one for the school. Bob Fletcher, Al Althenn, Scott Pierz, and Fred Anderson expressed opposite views for different reasons. Selectperson Leslie French said he would like both budgets to be on a secret ballot. Bob Batteese said that the town report would be more than a year old and therefore very old news if referenced at a town meeting in June. 

· China Village Fire Association, Inc. Used Fire Truck: The Town Manager noted that the CVFA, Inc. wishes to give the replaced fire truck to the town. The acceptance and disposition of the vehicle needs to be voted on a ballot. On a motion by Selectperson Joann Austin and a second by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden, the Board voted 4-0-1(Chair) to put a question on the June ballot regarding acceptance and authority to sell the used fire truck. Dan suggested some wording and will present a final draft to the Select Board, which will include an option for Select Board authority to pay down debt on the recently purchased new fire truck. 

The Board adjourned at 9:20pm.  

Betsy Fitzgerald, Secretary

China Select Board

