Public Hearing

10/16/2006

6:30PM

Prior to the regular Select Board meeting, Select Board members held Public Hearings on the following five local referendum questions and one amendment to China’s General Assistance Ordinance as listed below. The Board entertained public comment from the general public after having brief explanations from different people about the respective questions. 

Board members present were Tiffany Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joan C. Austin, and Neil Farrington. Others present were Gary Smith, Charles Clark, Joyce Goodine, H. David Cotta, Jason Rushing, Sue Dorval, Bob Batteese, Scott A. Pierz, Seth Collins, Howard Ehrlich, Paul MacDonald, Peter Coughlan, Timothy Alberts, Gail Perry, Daniel Mather, Dwaine Drummond, Chase Drummond, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager.
C.E.O. Scott Pierz explained the questions sponsored by the China Planning Board. School Union #52 Director of Business Gary Smith explained the request for funds for renovations to the China Middle School and for the straw poll question. The Town manager explained the changes proposed to China’s General Assistance Ordinance. 
November Ballot Articles/Questions

Question 1 – Shall an amendment to the China Land Development Code, Chapter 
3, Subdivision Ordinance, Section 11, General Standards, Subsection 11.7, 
Condominiums be enacted by the voters of the Town of China?


Question 2 – Shall an amendment to the China Land Development Code, Chapter 
11, Definitions be enacted by the voters of the Town of China?



Question 3 – To see if the town will vote to appropriate an amount not to exceed 
$3,250.00 from Undesignated Fund Balance for the purpose of completing the 

revisions to China’s Comprehensive Plan.

















Question 4 – Shall the Selectmen of the Town of China be authorized to borrow, 
on behalf of the Town, a sum not to exceed Two hundred Sixty-Four Thousand 
Six Hundred Fifty-Nine Dollars, ($264,659) on such terms as the Selectmen 
determine are necessary and proper pursuant to 30-A MRSA   5772, including the 
interest rate or rates and the principal payment dates, for the purpose of paying the 
costs, or a portion of the costs, of making certain renovations to the China Middle 
School, including asbestos removal, mold removal, handicap accessibility, 
ventilation, and lighting improvements, and to enter into one or more agreements 
necessary or convenient for the renovations and the financing thereof?


Advisory Referendum Ballot Question – To see which one of the following 
non-binding options regarding pre-K through grade 8 school facilities the town 
favors.
General Assistance Ordinance Amendments/Appendixes


Revisions to Appendixes A (Maximum Levels of Assistance), B (Food 
Assistance), and C (Housing).
Select Board Meeting
10/16/06
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were as listed in the attached attendance sheet. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Gail Perry.
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 4-0 to accept Warrant #15 for $17,165.83 and Warrant #16 for $295,373.92 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to accept the minutes of the   meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Comprehensive Town Revaluation  - Time Line and Feedback: it was noted that the town will soon have a time line from William Van Tuinen regarding the comprehensive revaluation he will be performing in China beginning in the spring. The information will be communicated to residents soon after it is received.
· Household Hazardous Waste Program – Date of Event, October 21, 2006: It will take place at the bus terminal on the Airport Road in Waterville.
· Comprehensive Planning Committee - Visioning Session – October 28, 2006 
at Erskine Academy: The Town Manager noted that the session will be modified a slight bit by shortening the time of the event by about one and one half hours. Approximately 75 people are expected to attend. Residents were encouraged to participate. 
· November 7, 2006 Annual Town Meeting and Referendum  Election – Date, 
Place, 
Polling Hours: The election will take place at the China Middle School from 7:00am to 8:00pm. It was noted that absentee ballots are currently available at the town office and that voting can be done at the time office. 
· Ball Field Lighting Shields Installation: The Town Manager reported that the shields had been installed on the ball field lights in response to complaints from residents. It was agreed that the shields have made a difference in the “spillage” and therefore offensiveness of the lights late at night. 

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: - Jeffrey Furlong  of Tarrybelu Lane: Jason Rushing of Tarrybelu Lane filled in for Jeffrey Furlong and spoke about the issue of private road standards that Planning Board members developed and that did not make it to the November ballot. Mr. Rushing was told that the Planning Board may want to revisit their proposal and propose a revised document for a future vote.  
New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Department of Transportation – State/Federal Road Weight Limits: Peter Coughlan of the Maine Department of Transportation talked about truck weight limits. He noted that the weight limits could only be changed by Congress. He also said that many municipalities have expressed concern at the number of heavy trucks that use state roads because of the 80,000 pound limit on the interstate north of Augusta. Peter also noted that Maine’s Congressional delegation unanimously support allowing heavier trucks to use the interstate, but they have been unsuccessful a persuading the majority of Congress. Mr. Coughlan referenced and handed out a copy of a study commissioned by the MDOT which concluded that allowing trucks weighing up to 100,000 pounds on the interstate would slightly reduce the accident rate in Maine and would save the MDOT close to $2 million dollars a year in road and bridge repairs. He recommended that, in a coordinated effort with other towns on Routes 202, 9, and 3, China officials organize a campaign to pressure Congress to pass legislation to allow the heavier trucks on the interstate. 
· CMS – Eighth Grade China Community Problem Solvers – Proposed Project 
to Create a China’s Veterans Memorial: For a community service project, the eighth grade group to the Select Board that they wanted to honor town veterans. Three of the group’s members and their coach, Gail Perry, spoke about their desire to create a new veterans memorial or addition of a roster of names to one of the existing memorials. The Select Board recommended that the group seek help from the local veterans’ organizations. The Community Problem Solvers will work with the Town Manager to see if there is an appropriate place to perform their service initiative. 
· Town of China Warrant for the November 7, 2006 Annual Town Meeting - 
Acceptance and Signing of the Warrant: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to accept and sign the warrant for the November 7, 2006 election.
· TABOR – Taxpayer Bill Of Rights Proposed Legislation – Speakers for 
October 30,  2006 meeting: It was noted that speakers will probably be available to speak on issues regarding TABOR. Paul MacDonald is sponsoring a speaker on the pro-TABOR side of the issue. Representative Judd Thompson is attempting to find a speaker on the anti-TABOR side of the issue. 














· Abatements/ Supplemental Tax Assessments: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept and sign abatements and supplemental tax assessments as presented and will be kept on file at the town office. 
· General Assistance Ordinance Amendments – Adoption Proceedings: On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the proposed changes to the town’s General Assistance Ordinance. The Ordinance is dept on file at the town office. 
On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 8:00pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
