Select Board Meeting
02/06/06
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were as noted on the attached attendance sheets in addition to Mary Grow and Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Milford Thomas.
On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #32 for $15,685.36 and Warrant #33 for $293,079.93 as presented.

Manager’s Report:

· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Department of Environmental Protection – Small Communities Grant Application: C.E.O. Scott Pierz explained the purpose of the Small Communities Grant Program and noted the applicants for the current year.
· DOT Route 202 Bridge Replacement Over Muldoon Stream: It was noted that the Maine Department of Transportation plans to replace the bridge/culvert over the Muldoon Stream in China Village in 2007.
· Maine Library of Geographic Information – Grant Award Decision: The Town Manager informed the Board that the Town of China was one of several municipalities awarded a matching grant in an amount up to $10,000.00 for the purpose of digitizating the town’s tax maps. 
· 2005 Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program – File by May 31, 2006: The Town Manager again reminded residents that there is still time to file and that many people do not take advantage of the program.
· Compost Bin and Kitchen Pail Offering: It was noted that there is still time remaining to order a compost bin and pail. The offer expires no March 20, 2006.  

Unfinished Business:

· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.











· China Lake Outlet Stream Dam – Follow-Up – Select Board Decision on Shared Ownership, Operations, and Long Term Capital Improvement Fund: The board had a lengthy discussion of the various options proposed by the Town of Vassalboro regarding ownership and shared responsibility of the China Lake Outlet Stream Dam. Mike Vashon, Town Manager of Vassalboro, made a proposal to the Select Board regarding the shared ownership of the dam. He also offered the dam for sale to any interested party for $1.00. Mr. Vashon gave the Board information on the historical uses of the dam and the reasons why Vassalboro is proposing shared responsibility for the maintenance of the dam. The Board discussed topics from liability issues to outright ownership. It was agreed that the Board would get back to the Town of Vassalboro in the near future with a decision. It was noted that any change of ownership considerations would have to be voted upon by town voters.   
· 2006-2007 Municipal Budget Deliberations: The Board deliberated on proposed warrant articles for the Town Business Meeting. They heard from George Studley and Tim Theriault, both representing the China Village Fire Department. George and Time were there to explain why the CVVFD request was higher this year than in the past. They noted that the department has new members who need new gear and training. George and Tim also brought up an idea of paying stipends to firefighters to defray costs of gas used to drive to fire scenes. There was a good deal of discussion on the topic and it was agreed that more discussion between the three departments was needed.  The Board will probably add more warrant articles at their next meeting. They may consider and include articles relating to a comprehensive revaluation, visors for the ball field lights, and changing the date at which Budget Committee members are elected.   

New Business:

· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Universal Waste Fee Structure and Storage Considerations: The Town Manager noted the fee structure relating to universal waste could be up for review in the near future and that storage considerations would have to be considered in order to take advantage of potential economies in transportation associated expenses. 
· Select Board Retreat Items For Discussion:


School Related Issues – School Union Affiliation (Selectperson 




Belanger): Selectperson Irene Belanger expresses her opinion that 













the town should look into its affiliation with SU #52. She said that 



she felt the town could do better under a different administrative 



configuration.


Capital Improvement/Building Committee, China School: On a motion 

by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. 


Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to put an article on the Town Business 


Meeting ballot asking voters to authorize the Select Board to appoint 


members of a building committee in conjunction with the China Middle 


School major capital improvement initiative.


Budget/Overall Budget Goal for China: The Board discussed some 


target limits for increases in municipal and school budgets. 


Recycling – Cardboard Recycling Options, Shelter for Recyclables: 


The Board noted that the process of collection of cardboard is not 



profitable and needs to be changed. The also agreed that it is desirous to 


continue to collect cardboard but in a more cost efficient way.  


Revaluation Article on Town Meeting Warrant: The Board 



unanimously agreed that the revaluation issue needed o be presented at the 

Town Business Meeting and that an article should be included on the 


Warrant.


Lake Issues – Wetlands Study: The Board collectively agreed that the 


health of any body of water is dependent on the quality of the surrounding 


wetlands. They agreed to promote a study of the China Lake wetlands.

On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 9:30pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
