Wildland and Urban Interface – Susan Myers, Maine Forest Service

6:30PM


The acting chairperson, Joann C. Austin opened the public session at 6:30 p.m. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Joann C. Austin, Peter Foote, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger.  Others present were Irma Simon, Carrie Suchar, Gabrielle Isenbrand, Scott A. Pierz, Charles H. Plumer, Sue Myers, Leslie Thornton, and the Town Manager. 
Presentation by Sue to Town of China Residents and Select Board: The Maine Forest Service District Ranger, Leslie Thornton, provided a Power-Point presentation on the dangers that fires present when wild lands interface with urban development. Leslie noted that if Maine were to have wildfires similar to the ones in western states, a lot of people would lose their homes because they are too close to the woods. In the Maine Forestry Service description, people reside at the interface with wild lands, the “area where homes and other human made structures meet or intermix with wild land vegetation.” Mr. Thornton went on to note that the degree of danger is dependant on several factors, the type and density of the woods, terrain, firefighting access, availability of water, type of building construction, and distance the trees to the building structures. Mr. Thornton presented the findings of a 2005 survey of a sample of China residences: finding that 62 percent of structures inspected had less than 30 feet of clear space and 28 percent had 70 feet or less. Fire officials would like to see at least 30 feet between a home and the woods. Mr. Thornton also touched on other topics from road width standards for new developments to an offer from the Maine Forestry Service to provide free use of a large chipper to process brush piles if residents wish to organize and trim trees and brush.  
Select Board Meeting
Monday – 11/10/2008 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minute

The acting Chairperson, Joann C. Austin, opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Joann C. Austin, Peter Foote, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger.  Others present were Carrie Suchar, Scott A. Pierz, Charles H. Plumer, and the Town Manager. 
Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Selectperson Neil Farrington.


Election of the Board Chairperson and Board Secretary: The Board elected Irene L. Belanger as Chairperson and Joann C. Austin as Secretary to the Board.  

Executive Session – Pending Potential Violation/Litigation: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to go into Executive Session at 7:10 p.m. pursuant to 1 MRSA 405 (6) (H). On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to come out of Executive Session at 8:20 p.m. and resume the regularly scheduled meeting. 
On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to have the Town Manager draft and execute an Administrative Consent Agreement with Carrie Suchar. The Agreement would be sent to the Select Board for review and affirmation after completion. 

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted to accept Warrant #21 for $20,608.44 and Warrant #22 for $324,110.61 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to table the minutes of the 10/27/2008 meeting to 11/24/2008
Manager’s Communications:
· Public Comment: During this time the Town Manager was asked about the disposition of the purchase of a new plow truck to replace the one-ton, the new fuel tanks, and the portable speed limit sign. 

The Town Manager responded that a new plow truck has been ordered to replace the town’s one ton truck. The new truck will have a higher rating capacity and be equipped for plowing bus turnarounds and parking lots. Instead of buying two fuel tanks, there are negotiations going on for use of the MDOT highway tanks on Route 3 and O’Brien Oil Company’s storage tank on Route #137. 

The Town Manager went on to note that the alternate plan should provide a lower price, more convenience, and fewer administrative responsibilities. There has not been a decision on whether or not to buy a tank for gasoline.

Regarding the portable speed limit sign, the Town Manager noted that the approximate price would be $7,500 plus a software cost. It was uncertain about a delivery time. Information on signs was obtained from research on the Internet, talking with town emergency services departments, and from State MDOT officials.    












· Freedom Of Access Law and Public Officials Training: Elected officials were again reminded of the need to be informed about the FOAA and that they need to certify that they have either read the appropriate and relevant information or that they have been to a seminar on the same. 
· Vision Session – Board Review of Past Accomplishments and Deciding on 
New Long Term Goals – Comprehensive Plan: The Board set Tuesday, November 18, 2008 as the date to meet to discuss the town’s and their priorities and future goals over time. It will take place at the China Dine-ah beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
· 2008-2009 Budget Time-Line: The Town Manager noted that he would like to present a draft copy of the 2009-2010 municipal budget at one of the Select Board meetings in December. 

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator: There were comments made about the development of the recycling program and the storage area associated with the placement of items to be left for others to pick up. Charging for such items was a concern. Recycling Coordinator Neil Farrington commented about the need for efficient operations of the recycling program. He felt that the town might need to look at purchasing a baler or granulator to add more product and weight to the average load. By doing so, the transportation cost would be a smaller percentage of the revenue derived from a load of recycled product.    
· Election Results – Special Election – New RSU Members – Resignations - 
Appointments: It was noted that William Dow and Bruce Fitzgerald were elected to the Budget Committee by write-in votes on November 4, 2008. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to accept respective resignations and appoint certain people to respective positions as follows: accepting Michael Martin’s resignation as Planning Board alternate member so that he can serve in the District 2 position to which he was elected; appoint Scott McCormack as the new alternate member; accept Paul MacDonald’s resignation from the Budget Committee now that he has been elected to the Select Board; and appoint Richard Szabo to succeed Paul MacDonald on the Budget Committee. All Articles on the November Ballot passed by large margins.













New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Certificates of Abatements: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to process and sign certificates of abatement; the record being kept at the town office for public inspection.
· Emergency Operations Plan – Update: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept and sign revised versions of an Emergency Operations Plan for the town of China, a Memorandum of Understanding between the Central Maine Incident Management Assistance Team and the Town of China regarding Incident Management during certain disaster circumstances, and a Emergency Management Policy of the Town of China. Copies are on file at the town office.  
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 9:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
