Select Board Meeting
10/02/06

7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Seth Collins, Chris Stone, Charles Clark, Judd Thompson, Scott A. Pierz, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Chris Stone.

On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #13 for $18,167.21 and Warrant #14 for $354,437.58 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 09/18/2006 Select Board meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program Applications & 

BETR – Business Equipment Tax Reimbursement Applications:
· Comprehensive Town Revaluation  - Time Line and Feedback: It was again noted that the town revaluation would begin in the spring of 2007 and continue to August of 2008 for the tax commitment in the fiscal year 2008-2009.
· November Ballot Articles/Questions – Public Hearing Reminder: It was noted that the Public Hearings on the November ballot questions will be held on October 16, 2006 at 6:30pm in the town office meeting room. 
· Household Hazardous Waste Program – Date of Event: The event will take place on Saturday, October 21, 2006 in Waterville on the Airport Road. This will be advertised in the town Line Newspapers. For information on what is defined as a household hazardous waste residents are encouraged to call the transfer station or town office. Pre registration for this event is obligatory.
· Comprehensive Planning Committee “Visioning Session” – October 28, 2006 

at Erskine Academy: It was noted that the session will take place at Erskine Academy on Saturday, October 28, 2006 from 8:00am to approximately 12:30pm. All residents and elected officials are invited to attend and participate.










Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: Mr. Charles Clark presented the Select Board with an information sheet prepared by school committee members explaining the two school related questions on the November ballot. The information sheet has assertions that there is not a contradiction between the two ballot questions; one asks for money for repairs to the China Middle School and the other asks voters to close the CMS building and convert the China Primary School into a pre-K through 8th grade school. Mr. Clark went on to read the information sheet pointing out that one proposal is short term and the other is long term. He said that the CMS must be kept functional and safe in anticipation of completion of the CPS conversion several years down the road. The Select Board did not take any action on this item. 
· November Referendum Ballot Items – Final Review and Public Hearings:

Planning Board Land Development Code Proposed Revisions: The Board deliberated for a short time on the two items they previously decided to put on the November ballot, one dealing with definitions and the other dealing with condominiums. The Board asked the C.E.O. for clarification on a few of the new and proposed revised definitions. They also noted that there was not enough time to understand the town attorney’s recommendations and therefore to make any final decision on the status of the proposed revisions to the Sub Division Ordinance which the China Planning Board proposed and asked to have put on the November Ballot.  

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· TABOR – Taxpayer Bill Of Rights Proposed Legislation – Speakers: A discussion of the pros and cons of TABOR was postponed. It was noted that the scheduled “Pro TABOR” speaker was called out of State and had to cancel at the last moment and there were not any speakers available after attempts were made to have someone speak to the other side of the issue. There will be another attempt to reschedule for Monday, October 30, 2006. 
· Abatements: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to approve of the abatement as presented. The abatement will be on file at the town office. 
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 8:07pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
