Select Board Meeting
06/12/06
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Henry Bourque, Scott A. Pierz, Peter Foote, Scott Mosher, Richard Norton, Paul MacDonald, Dwaine Drummond, Judd Thompson, Larry Rancourt, David Landry, Reb Manthey, Al Althenn, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Scott Mosher.
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #9 for $17,032.39 and Warrant #10 for $259,467.79 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 08/21/06 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program Applications: It was again noted that the applications and associated instructions for this program are available at the town office and on the State of Maine Web site; www.maine.gov/
· BETR – Business Equipment Tax Reimbursement Applications: It was again noted that the applications and associated instructions for this program are available at the town office and on the State of Maine Web site;      . This program and the Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program are separate from the Homestead exemptions for people who have their primary residence in China.  
· Comprehensive Town Revaluation  - Time Line and Feedback: The revaluation is scheduled to begin in 2007 and be completed for the 2008-2009 tax year commitment. Residents will have multiple chances to provide feedback.











· Municipal Tax Commitment –Explanation of Exemption Adjustments: It was noted that an insert, explaining annual adjustments in property tax exemptions on tax bills, is scheduled to be sent along with the September 21, 2006 issue of the Town Line newspaper to all China residents. 
· Kennebec Valley Community Action Program HEAP Appointments: Residents were encouraged to apply for assistance as early as possible.
· Summer Road Paving Summary/Update: It was noted that the State has, in a Rural Road Initiative Project with the Town of China, begun the process of reconstructing approximately one mile of the Stanley Hill Road. It should be finished in six to eight weeks. The Maple Ridge Road is scheduled to be overlayed at any time. All other roads scheduled to be paved in this cycle have been completed.  
· Nomination Papers Available: It was noted that nomination papers are available in the town office for positions to be voted upon in the November 2006 elections. At least 25 registered voters need to sign the respective nomination papers to be eligible to be on the November Ballot. The Nomination Papers need to be returned to the town office by Saturday, September 23, 2006 at 11:00am. 

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· November Referendum Ballot Items – Final Review and Public Hearings:

China Water Quality Protection Ordinance/Phosphorous Control 



Ordinance Repeal or Amendment: The Board decided that there will not be a question on the November ballot about water quality ordinances. Selectperson Neil Farrington temporarily withdrew his circulated petition which included a ballot question asking voters to repeal the phosphorous Control Ordinance. Without a question of repeal of the Phosphorous Ordinance on the ballot, the Select Board also rejected an alternate question proposed by Jamie Pitney that would have asked voters to consider the Water Quality Protection Ordinance which was rejected by voters two years ago. Instead of a November ballot question, the Select Board accepted as an alternate initiative the proposal that the Planning Board, with help from interested residents, will try to develop revisions to the Phosphorous Control Ordinance, to be voted on at some point in 2007. 












Planning Board Land Development Code Proposed Revisions: On a motion by Selectperson and a second by Selectperson, the Board voted 5-0 to postpone to the September 18, 2006 meeting the decision on whether or not to put three Planning Board questions to town voters. One of the proposed items would ask voters whether or not to approve amendments to the subdivision ordinance adding requirements for new private roads in future subdivisions; another would ask voters whether or not to approve a short amendment deleting the prohibition on condominiums, so that this form of ownership would be allowed in China; and the third would ask voters whether or not to approve amendments to the definitions section of the land Development Code, mostly adding definitions from the revised state shoreland zoning regulations. All of the proposed changes have been sent to the town’s attorney for legal review.      

Comprehensive Planning Committee Additional Appropriation 


(Public Hearing Date): On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. 


Austin and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board 


voted 5-0 to have the obligatory Public Hearings on this ballot 


article and the two school related articles immediately below set 


for October 16, 2006 at 6:30 pm in the China town office meeting 


room.

China School Items (Public Hearing Date)


Revolving Renovation Fund Application Approval: See notes 


immediately above referencing Public Hearings.


Major Capital Improvement Advisory Planning Straw Poll: 


See notes immediately above referencing Public Hearings.
New Business:
· Public Comment: The discussion about water quality led resident Mr. Henry Bourque ask the Board to comment about the China Lake water level. He made reference to photos of the lake shore near his residence, which were supplied to the Select Board. Mr. Bourque asked the Select Board to request to the appropriate institution regulating the lake level to have an earlier draw down of the lake in the fall. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to ask the Town of Vassalboro, the Kennebec Water District, and the China Lake Association to join the Town of China in a formal request  to the Bureau of Environmental Protection for a revision to the B.E.P. Board Order to allow for an earlier and more rapid draw down of China Lake in the fall; beginning at or near the time of a bloom or










thermocline destratification; and as referenced as a prudent act in the Colby College study of China Lake and as done in Sebasticook Lake.
· Emergency Management Ordinance: The Town Manager noted that the administration is currently researching the various municipal emergency management ordinances and speaking with China safety officials with a goal of developing a proposed ordinance for China. He went on to say that there are scheduled meeting in the near future which will help in the development process. More information will be provided at later Select Board meetings.
· HouseHold Hazardous Waste Program – Letter of Intent to Participate: On a motion by Selectperson and a second by Selectperson, the Board voted 5-0 to participate in the 2006 Household Hazardous Waste Program and allocate an amount up to $2,000.00 to offset expenses for China residents. The disposal or drop off point is in Waterville on the Airport Road. The date for the collection has been set for Saturday, October 21, 2006.      
· Executive Session – Personnel: The planned executive session was postponed to the next regular meeting. 

There was discussion about the influence of wetlands in water quality. The Town Manager was asked to contact Unity College about the assessment of China Lake wetlands quality and the influence of wetlands on water quality. 

On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 8:22pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
