CHINA PLANNING BOARD
SITE WALK HELD AUGUST 30, 2011

Approved Minutes

Members present:  Chairman Breton, Milton Dudley, Scott Rollins and Kyle Pierce.

Others present:  Code Enforcement Officer Scott Pierz, Planning Board Secretary Martha Wentworth, Paul McDonald, Jean (from Chelsea), Russell Coston, Tim Coston, Jeff Coston and Jason Cobb

Chairman Breton officially began the site walk at Russell Coston’s property at 281 Dirigo Road in China, Maine at 6:00 P.M. 

Planning Board Member Dudley asked Mr. Russell Coston what it was that he intended to do on his property.  Mr. Coston explained that he wanted to recycle metal materials for resale in other markets.  Mr. Coston said that he gets most of the metal from the transfer stations in Windsor and in Union (i.e. Tri-County Transfer Station); he stated that at this time none come from the public.  Mr. Coston explained that he then sells the metal to Oakland Industrial Metal Recycling or other recycling centers.

CEO Pierz asked Mr. Coston if he would accept metal items dropped off at the property.  Mr. Coston said that if he received the permit he was going to consider buying scales which would then allow for people to stop at his location and drop off metals which he could purchase.

Mr. Russell Coston went on to explain that the kind of metal he would recycle includes aluminum, brass, copper, and mostly non-ferrous metals.

CEO Pierz asked Mr. Coston how long metal materials might be placed out in front of the accessory garage building before being moved into the garage for processing.  Mr. Coston’s son, Timothy Coston, advised the Board that the time needed to unload the items could be only about estimated fifteen (15) minutes.  CEO Pierz restated his questions and asked if it was possible that materials would be left out in front of the accessory garage building overnight, or for a day or two.  Mr. Coston said they would move the materials inside (or behind the stockade fence) as soon as possible after they were delivered to the property.

Planning Board Member Dudley asked if there would always be an attendant for unloading metal items left in front of the accessory garage building.  Mr. Coston confirmed people would be required to have an appointment to drop off items at the property.  Mr. Russell Coston offered to have a sign on the door for people to know when he was open and closed.  CEO Pierz suggested a sign indicating that no drop offs would be allowed without an attendant available, and Mr. Russell Coston agreed to this idea.

Chairman Breton asked about a boat, a trailer and a camper unit on the front lawn in front of the stockade fence.  Mr. Coston and Tim Coston both declared that these items were for personal use and had nothing to do with the proposed business.  Planning Board Chairman Breton suggested that the Coston’s clean up the yard and then they might not get as much opposition or complaints from their neighbors about the appearance of the property.  

CEO Pierz asked Mr. Russell Coston how they “worked” the metal materials.  Mr. Coston explained that most of the metal materials are easily cut with either a Sawzall or cable cutters, but that sometimes they use acetylene torches.  Mr. Coston continued to explain that they cut the material out on the gravel area behind the stockade fence and not in the accessory garage building.  CEO Pierz asked if he should come and complete an inspection would he find loose material(s) out on the gravel area; Mr. Russell Coston confirmed that he would probably find items in the yard area behind the stockade fence.

Chairman Breton asked Mr. Russell Coston if there were any chemicals on the premises and Mr. Russell Coston said there were no chemicals stored on-site.  Mr. Coston explained that with used (25 pound) propane tanks they have to take the valves off the tank and let the tank sit for a few days (to purge all the propane) before they can cut them up with an acetylene torch.  

Chairman Breton asked Mr. Russell Coston what he did with any used oil from old lawn mowers and other old combustion engines.  Mr. Russell Coston advised the Board that if the oil was still good he takes it to Windsor Neck Auto as that business burns waste oil in their waste oil furnace.  Mr. Tim Coston showed the Planning Board how the rags are used to sop-up any spilled oil.  Mr. Coston explained that they store the oil in a container in the accessory garage building and showed the Board how waste oil was funneled into that container; CEO Pierz photographed the container.  

CEO Pierz asked what procedure was in place for oil spills on the ground outside the accessory garage building.  Mr. Tim Coston showed the Planning Board how he used absorbent pads (or could use kitty litter) to soak up spills.

Chairman Breton asked Mr. Coston what was kept in the “yard” area behind the stockade fence.  It was mentioned that this area was proposed to be the “yard” area being considered by the Selectmen in the licensing of a junkyard under a separate review with the Selectmen.  Mr. Coston brought the Planning Board members to this area and explained that this was the “dirty pile” of metals currently being stored there.  Mr. Coston further explained these were the items waiting to be stripped and cleaned (i.e. being processed) before being removed from the property.  The Planning Board viewed the area.

Chairman Breton then asked Mr. Coston what was in the area of the property behind his mobile home (and that of his other son, Jeffrey Coston).  Mr. Coston explained that area had nothing to do with his proposed metal recycling business.  The Planning Board concluded their site review by walking over to that area.  Mr. Coston explained the various items located in that space, including “blueberry winders” and commercial fishing equipment (i.e. buoys and lobster crates) that was being stored in that area.  The Planning Board then viewed those areas.

Chairman Breton asked if there were any additional questions or areas to review; with no further discussion Chairman Breton closed the site walk at 6:30 P.M. and directed the Planning Board to return to the Town Office in order to open the 7:00 P.M. regular business meeting.
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