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Certificate of Occupancy required prior to living within new home or addition

As a requirement of the International Residential Building Code section R110, no building or structure may be entered or used until a Certificate of Occupancy is issued by the building official.  Structures in which the use is changed to residential such as converting a garage to residential use also require a Certificate of Occupancy.  This means that I the Town’s Building Inspector must inspect the new home or addition and approve the work before you move into it. The new construction is inspected to assure all condition of the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code and all local and state laws are met.  The following items must be completed to pass this inspection:

· All the necessary permits have been obtained.  

· The Building Inspector has been contacted for all of the necessary inspections specified on your building permit for construction, the septic system, and internal plumbing.

· The foundation, framing and external and internal shell including the insulation are completed.

· All of the plumbing and plumbing fixtures have been installed and inspected.

· All electrical wiring has been completed or inspected by a master electrician.

· The septic system has been installed and inspected or for additions is appropriately sized. 

· All items of fire protection are completed including but not limited to protection of exposed spray foam or rigid foam insulation, installation of drywall where required within attached garages, installation of drywall or other acceptable fire protection of basement ceilings when required, and fire blocking and draft stopping within construction.

· All egress points containing stairs both outside and within dwelling are completed to code including rise/run requirements, guards, and handrails.  All decks are completed with guards installed.

· Egress windows in bedrooms meet requirements.

· Smoke detectors are installed within bedrooms, outside each bedroom in the vicinity of the bedrooms (typically a hallway) and on each habitable floor.

· A carbon monoxide detector is installed in a central location within dwelling units which a fuel fired appliance is installed or within dwelling units that have an attached garage. 
· The numeral 911 address is displayed and visible from the nearest road access.

Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated.  All of the finish trim work, exterior siding, and other interior work need not be completed but keep in mind your building permit expires 30 month after it was issued and in 12 months if substantial completion hasn’t yet occurred.

Paul Mitnik, P.E.
Building Inspector, Codes Officer, Plumbing Inspector, Local Heath Officer

