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Prepared by Paul Mitnik, P.E.
Building Inspector, Local Plumbing Inspector, and Codes Officer

In residential construction, MUBEC consists of the 2009 International Residential Code, the 2009 International Energy Conservation Code, the Ventilation Standards (ASHRAE-62.1-2007) and Radon Standards (ASTM,E-1465-06).  Radon treatment and home mechanical ventilation are not required but if you do install them, they must follow standards.  All codes will soon to be updated to the 2015 editions as mandated by the state in towns where the population exceeds 4000.
The IRC requires submittal of construction documents with each application of a building permit.  The construction documents must then be approved in writing by the building inspector.  Endorsement of the plans by the Building Inspector indicates that the plans are code compliant.   The approved construction documents become the agreement between the contractor and building inspector on how the proposed building will be constructed.  Both parties sign this agreement.  If you plan any changes in the construction, it is important to run the changes by the building inspector to assure all inspections will result in code compliance.
I have prepared planning applications that you must fill out as part of the building permit application process for any permit where MUBEC is applicable.  Alternatively building plans can be prepared by an architect or profession engineer.  I do not expect or require that plans be submitted by design professionals for residential construction, so have prepared these planning documents to save you money while assuring that the building inspections will result in compliance rather than costly corrections.  The forms to be used are as follows:
Form #1 – New Homes
Form #2 – Heated additions, heated accessory buildings, or hybrids (Garages with upstairs apartments), 	 
                   or heated seasonal camps
Form #3 – Unheated accessory buildings or unheated additions including garages, workshops, or sheds   
                    and leantos > 200 sf
Form #4 – Decks and porches

The inspections that are typically required during the construction of a new home include foundation footings, wall, and slab prior to the placement of concrete; after completion of framing; insulation; and prior to occupancy of a dwelling.  Please do not move into your new home or addition without getting final approval for occupancy.  I have prepared a sheet explaining what should be completed to obtain a Certification of Occupancy.  
The contractors generally are responsible for contacting the building inspectors for required inspections, but the property owners are also equally responsible for this task.  Twenty-four (24) hours notice should be given for each inspection.  A voice mail message or email is not notification unless the Building Inspector responds to them.  Work should not progress until approval is obtained for each inspection.  When you obtain your building permit, you will get a sheet indicating which inspections are required.
Although decks seem relatively simple to construct, it is the most frequent part of home construction that is often not done correctly.  It is critical that all connecting points of the deck are done correctly.  It has been estimated by building experts that up to one-half of the existing decks nationally are not code compliant.  Next to hurricanes and tornadoes, the failure of decks is the leading cause of injuries and deaths compared to all other wood building cases and loading components combined.  For this reason I have included a number of information on the Town’s website on this issue. 
 If you have a deck that is already constructed, there is information in this section to help you make your deck safer with retrofits.  Please understand that correcting an already constructed deck is not mandatory and I will not force you to do this, but I am also available for suggestions to help you retrofit your deck with components or additions that will make it safer. 
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