                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Thurston Park Committee
Minutes of July 11, 2017

Meeting called to order at 7:10 PM

In Attendance:  
Committee members:  Lindsey Harwath, Jim Revil, Irene Belanger, Phillip DeMaynadier, Sheri Wilkens, Jen Smith

The minutes of the June 13, 2017 meeting were reviewed.  After a motion from Phillip DeMaynadier and second by Sheri Wilkens, they were unanimously approved.

Our participation in China Days on August 5th was discussed at length.  Several members were not able to attend that day and only Jen Smith and Phillip DeMaynadier had some time available that day to staff a table.  Jim would be working at the Four Seasons Club table that day and was willing to have our table next to theirs if we couldn’t cover it from 9-3pm.  We would like to have information regarding the park and maps to hand out.  We will sell T-shirts and also have the first calendars available for sale with information abought the contest for the 2019 calendar.  Lindsey Harwath felt we could get calendars ready in the short amount of time before China Days.  Jen Smith will send out an email to see if other members of the committee were available to staff the table.  

Phillip DeMaynadier reported that they are currently doing the logging in the park.  Road improvements will be done once the logging is complete.  So far, the money coming in is less than what we anticipated, but they really only just started the work and getting it to the market.  We will need to watch how this turns out.   

As for the road improvements, work will be done on the north end access only at this time.  There are still some concerns from the Haskells on the south end that will need to be resolved.  Technically, the road is discontinued.  The Haskells would like to see it taken over by the town again and maintained.  It seems that we should be able to come to a reasonable agreement regarding this situation.  Perhaps we should reach out with good will.  The road will be repaired with the TIF money and then following that will need occasional grading and other maintenance.  One issue raised by the Haskells was plowing in the winter.  Currently, there is no access to the park by car/truck in the winter.  Should we continue to maintain it that way or perhaps plow one or both access roads??  Sheri will discuss this situation with Dan L’Heureux.  

The TIF money is now available as of July 1st.  The road work is on hold until the logging is complete.  Phillip DeMaynadier and Steve Nelson will keep an eye on progress and plan for the work by SD Childs.  Tim Basham will need to get in there to cut back along the road so the work can be done.  He should be able to get in there now to do that.  We do need to discuss placing the new gates with Steve Nelson.  Can he get in and do those now??  Ron Maxwell had knowledge of composting toilets and we should ask him to come to the next meeting prepared to discuss that information and possible vendors/businesses for installation.  It should be handicap accessible.  

The Thurston Park calendar was discussed at length.  We will use SBS Carbon Copy for the printing.  Lindsey Harwath will put together the calendar with the pictures that have been submitted so far.  Lindsey will also add information from the China town calendar such as select board meetings, voting days, etc.  Phillip will send Lindsey some information regarding the history of the park and management plan to add to the calendar.  We discussed that we will need to make the cut off for the contest May 30th as otherwise it will be too difficult to review the photos submitted, select the winners, assemble the calendar and have it available at China Days in such a brief period.  Further rules for the contest will be discussed at the next meeting.  

The next meeting will be held, Tuesday, August 8, 2017 at 7:00 PM at the town hall.
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:24 PM
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Jeanette “Jen” Smith
