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Minutes of September 10, 2019

Meeting called to order at 6:40 PM

In Attendance:   Steve Nelson, Sonia Nelson, Trevy Bumps, Irene Belanger, Bob Jackson, and Jen Smith

The minutes of the August 13, 2019 meeting were reviewed.  After a motion from Irene Belanger and second from Sonia Nelson, they were approved unanimously.

We had a discussion regarding directional signage to the park. Two signs (one for each direction) will be placed on Rte. 202 at the intersection of Rte. 202 (Lakeview Drive) and Pleasant View Ridge Road/Causeway Road.  This sign will say Thurston Park 2.5 miles.  The signs on Route 202 must be ordered from the state DOT.  Jen Smith has filled out the application and will send it in to the state.  Once approved, they will need to be made by a local approved sign company and then installed.  We will also need a sign at the intersection of Pleasant View Ridge Road and Dutton Road.  This sign will say Thurston Park 1.6 miles.  These signs will be made up like the ones required by the state DOT.  We will also need a sign at the intersection of Dutton Road and Yorktown Road stating Thurston Park 1 mile as well as a directional sign at the top of the hill pointing the direction of the park down the hill and another directional sign where the road narrows and goes through the woods into the park.  

We discussed the hill on Yorktown Road again and the need for grading.  The town has not been out to take care of it.  We may need to hire someone to grade it for us.  Jen Smith found that there is a grant available through the Recreational Trails Program that can be used to purchase land and or obtain an easement.  Since the hill on the Yorktown Road is actually in Albion it makes it difficult for us to do any significant work on it.  The town of Albion maintains the Yorktown Road up to the top of the hill.  It is not clear what the status of the Yorktown Road is from the hill to the town line/entry to the park.  Steve Nelson will check with someone in Albion regarding this issue.  If we could get a grant and either purchase the road or obtain an easement for control of the road, we could then use TIF monies to pave the road reducing costs in the long run and eliminating the problem with washouts and frequent grading.  We will explore this further once we know the status of the road.  

Applications for TIF funding are due ASAP if we would like to have these approved at the town meeting in the spring.  Steve Nelson has already reviewed some of the work that still needs to be done with Scott Childs and has an estimate for approximately $13,000.  This is for widening the road at the entrance of the park, creating a group camping site at the convergence of Trails 1 and 2 including leveling, bringing in loam, and seeding it.  We will need more cutting and trimming of trees along the entry to the park for the widening to take place.  We also discussed purchasing a tow behind bush hog for use in the park.  Several of the committee members have ATV’s or utility vehicles and could tow this cutting the grass in the picnic area and also along the trails.  This would allow us to maintain the park in better condition and increase use of the picnic area and trails that currently are overgrown.  This will cut down on tick exposures as well.  Steven Nelson and Trevy Bumps will get the estimates for the work and the bush hog to Jen Smith and she will put the application together and submit it.  The next meeting of the TIF committee is Monday, September 23, 2019 at 6:30 pm.  We should try to attend that meeting.

Under old business, we discussed the China Days scavenger hut again.  Jen Smith discussed this with Elaine Philbrook who was on the China Days committee.  She is also very involved with the School Forest.  She said that they did not have a good turnout for the activity at the school forest either.  She did make some suggestions, including activities that were geared more for young and older adults without kids.  She thought things like bird watching, wildflower ID, painting or photography instruction in the park, or other similar activities. 

Steve Nelson reported that Scott Childs will start the current TIF money work at the park on September 30th and it will take about a week.  He will be working on the parking lot, 5500 feet of road, and the beaver damaged area on Trail 1.  This will include placement of a culvert.  Phillip DeMaynadier was not at the meeting to report on the beaver management issues, but we will let him know that Trail 1 should be ready for a beaver deceiver by October 5th.

Once again, we had a very productive meeting with plenty of good ideas and progress in the park.  Thank you everyone!

The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 pm.  

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at 6:30 PM at the Town Hall.

Respectfully submitted,
Jeanette “Jen” Smith
