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Minutes of February 12, 2019

Meeting called to order at 6:50 PM

In Attendance:   Irene Belanger, Steve Nelson, Phillip DeMaynadier, and Jen Smith

A discussion was held regarding the Annual Town Meeting which will be held on April 6, 2019.  We are asking for TIF money for further work in the park and all agreed it would be a good idea to be there, especially to address any questions the community may have about the park.  We will also have a table with maps and information about the park.  Please make every effort to attend!

We discussed the need to increase the number of people on the committee.  If we could break up tasks it would be easier on everyone.  Jen Smith will place a notice in the “volunteers” section of the Town Line.  We should look for other people who may be interested in attending as well.  

We need to schedule a trail clearing day in the spring.  Jen will look into getting a group from Erskine for their Annual Day of Caring.  We need to come up with a date and place a notice in the Town Line and send out emails to our list of volunteers.  Further discussion on a date will be held at the next meeting and we will look for volunteers at the Town Meeting as well.  

We had a brief discussion regarding a race or event at the park in conjunction with China Days.  At the last meeting Lindsey Harwath, who is on the China Days committee, was going to discuss it at their next meeting so we do not interfere with other scheduled events or duplicate activities.  She was not here to report back so this will be tabled until the next meeting.  

We discussed the ongoing problem with beavers in the park.  Trail 1 has extensive damage again and will need repairs.  There is also flooding on the Yorktown Road just before the new culvert.  The beaver deceiver in that area is working appropriately, so the beavers have engineered a new way to create flooding.  This can not be evaluated fully until spring and the snow melts.  Phillip DeMaynadier will discuss the situation with the man who made the beaver deceiver about other ways to prevent damage.  He will also let IF&W know that there are plenty of beavers for trapping in the park. 

Finally, we discussed the Thurston Park calendars.  If we are going to continue with them, we need to get some advertising in the Town Line and on the Facebook page for the park.  We should also put up information at the park.  Lindsey Harwath worked on the calendars last year but has missed several meetings leaving us to question if she has enough time for this project.  Sheri Wilkens presented the idea originally.  Jen Smith will contact her to see if she would be willing to return to the committee and head up this project.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 6:30 PM at the Town Hall.

Respectfully submitted,
Jeanette “Jen” Smith
