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Minutes of August 13, 2019

Meeting called to order at 6:37 PM

In Attendance:   Steve Nelson, Sonia Nelson, Trevy Bumps, Irene Belanger, Bob Jackson, Bonnie Hersey, Phillip DeMaynadier, and Jen Smith

We had a lengthy discussion regarding the China Days Scavenger Hunt held Friday evening at the park.  We heard from several people that they had difficulty finding the park and therefore did not come resulting in poor participation.  We also felt that we needed more advertisement specifically for this event and not rely on people seeing it on the full list of activities.  We also were competing with free food at the Central Church which was much more appealing!!  We definitely felt that the search area should be shorter as that was a lot of ground to cover in 90 minutes.  The campfire idea is good if we get a good crowd.  We also discussed whether the event should be Friday or Saturday.  There are a number of events on Saturday and a scavenger hunt of some sort was held at the School Forest on Saturday afternoon as well.  Jen Smith will discuss that activity with Elaine Philbrook and see how their event went and if they plan to continue in the future.  We may need to develop another idea.  At any rate, we decided good planning, advertising, and improved directions to the park are absolutely necessary for next year!

Discussion was held regarding the TIF projects and moving forward on those projects.  Steve Nelson has discussed the work with Scott Childs and believes they will be starting on the work the end of August.  Steve Nelson also discussed having the hill graded with the town manager, Dennis Heath.  Hopefully, that will be done soon.  There was a brief discussion regarding paving the hill as a more permanent solution.  However, the hill is actually located in Albion and therefore TIF monies may not be available for that work.  We will need to investigate this more thoroughly.  Trevy Bumps will look into purchasing the two game cameras and any necessary equipment for securing them.  Jen Smith will contact Alan Lowberg regarding the dehydrating toilet.  We decided to order only one toilet at this time for placement at the south entrance to the park.   Phillip DeMaynadier will contact Theresa Kerchner at Kennebec Land Trust to get more information regarding ordering the kiosks and sign in stations.  We will order two of each for the north and south entrances.

The TIF committee will be holding a meeting on Monday, August 26th.  They would like to hear from any groups who are considering requesting TIF monies for 2020-2021.  Irene Belanger will attend that meeting and let them know we will likely be requesting money for improving the south access.  

We discussed the calendar contest again.  We decided to not produce another calendar for 2020.  Discussion was held about some other possibilities that may be more reasonable to produce, including placemats with photos.  We will revisit this issue at future meetings. 

A very brief discussion was held regarding the beaver problem at the park.  Phillip DeMaynadier will contact Skip Lisle, the beaver deceiver creator, regarding visiting the park and making suggestions.  In the meantime, a culvert will be put in place where the stream crosses trail 1. 

We had a very productive and well attended meeting including a visit from two does and their 3 fawns out behind the portable building!!  Thank you everyone!
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at 6:30 PM at the Town Hall.

Respectfully submitted,
Jeanette “Jen” Smith
