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Public Hearing/Planning Board Meeting
July 9, 2019
Begin 6:30 PM 

Board members in attendance: Toni Wall, Tom Miragliuolo, Kevin Michaud, Ralph Howe
Board members not in attendance: James Wilkens
Attendees: Cliff Glinko, Jared Jandreau, Mary Grow, and Katherine Stanek

Code Enforcement Officer Bill Butler present

Board meeting opened by Chairman Miragliuolo
Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag

Review/Approve Minutes of June 11, 2019 Meeting

Board Member Wall motion to approve 5-28-19 minutes as written. Board Member Michaud second the motion. All in favor. Minutes approved. 
· Board Member Howe abstained from vote as he was not present at the 5-28-19 meeting. 

Board Member Wall motion to approve 6-11-19 minutes. Chairman Miragliuolo seconded motion.
· Only change was to amend date. 
· Chairman Miragliuolo motioned for a vote. Board Member Howe and Board member Michaud abstained from vote as neither was present at previous meeting, 

Chairman Report

Chairman Miragliuolo welcomed back Board Member Howe to the Planning Board. 

Chairman Miragliuolo also welcomed new CEO, Bill Butler. CEO advise that he was assistant code officer for Rockland and previous employed at DEP for 22 years. 

Public Hearing opened by Chairman Miragliuolo

Cliff Glinko
	360 Route 3
	Conditional Use Application Change of Use
 	Resource Protection District
	Tax Map 17 Lot 48

	A medical marijuana facility with a storefront is proposed.

Mr. Glinko provided a PowerPoint presentation for the board and public to view, along with printed handouts for Planning Board members

Mr. Glinko advised that he has spoken individually with John Boynton, Carol Boynton, James Patterson regarding their concerns. Mr. and Mrs. Boynton and Mr. Patterson did not attend the public hearing.
 
Mr. Glinko is requesting a change of use for the property located at 360 Rte. 3 for the property to be used as a medical marijuana facility.

Mr. Glinko states there will be no impact on the wetlands or China Lake as they do not use pesticides, only organic materials. He also states that the biproducts of production does not damage the soil and the waste can be recycled.  

Mr. Glinko states he understands that many individuals are opposed to “store front” locations and bold advertising of products related to marijuana. 

Mr. Glink states that there will be no odor as they will be growing in a sterile environment using carbon filters. He is looking at hours of operations being Monday thru Saturday, 9am to 5pm, and expects less than 25 vehicles a day. 

Mr. Glinko advised that there will be 24-hour surveillance, contact alarms, motion detectors on restricted access and identification checkpoints for security measures. 
	
Mr. Glinko got involved with medical marijuana based on interactions he with patients. He saw a difference in the patients that were reporting use of medical marijuana versus opioids. He explains that there is a stigma of use of product from older generations see use as criminal. However, he gave an example of a terminally ill patient, who was undergoing chemotherapy, who tried medical marijuana and saw improved symptoms.  

Mr. Glinko states he has been looking at other shops in the area and wants to make the shop inviting and not offensive. Mr. Glinko wants to make sure is transparent in activities and have good customer service.

Chairman Miragliuolo requested more information on what is going on in the store?  Mr. Glinko explained that he wanted the Town of China to get know him. 

Mr. Glinko states that he chose China because of Route 3 and the proximity to the Togus VA Hospital. He sees China as a growing town and would like citizens to consider the possibility of having an establishment for medical marijuana

Mr. Jandreau, who is co-owner of the proposed establishment, explained that he grew up in the area and got into marijuana in the caregiver compacity. He goes on to explain that there are several facilities already in the surrounding area. He states there no zoning currently in China whereas Waterville has zoning for medical marijuana facilities. Mr. Jandreau states there is an interest in the area as there are large scale hemp growing facilities and CBD extraction labs. He states hemp is highest producing crop. The State regulations for processing are more concerned with pesticide use than cannabis use. Mr. Jandreau recommended that the town needs to make a stance by make rules regarding medical marijuana and the Town of China needs to embrace the future. 

Chairman Miragliuolo advised that the Town is not averse to facilities. Chairman Miragliuolo explained that the Planning Board looks at “does it meet to ordinances” since China does not use zoning. He goes on to state that he likes the idea of certain controls and these ideas would be a good discussion, but need to focus on the project at hand. Chairman Miragliuolo states the Planning Board focus is more on the purchased the building. Have necessary renovations been made?  How close are they to the school across the street?  Mr. Glinko feels that his establishment is exempt from the required distance from a school. Board Member Wall questioned what are they exactly doing at the location?  

Mr. Jandreau explained that they want to have a cultivation area and a retail facility since front is an already a store front. He goes on to state that he wants a place where card holders can purchase locally grown product and CBD product. The goal is to eventually do manufacturing of the product as well but will return for board approval if that happens. Mr. Jandreau states they are 248 ft from the school and since town does not have rules regarding distance for a medical marijuana facility, they need to defer to the State. Mr. Jandreau advised that they are looking at having a registered care giver storefront, but cultivation is what they are applying for as a medical marijuana facility currently. Mr. Jandreau advised the rule is within 500ft. and they business falls under dispensaries. Board Member Howe questioned if the distance was not actually 1,000 ft? The Board advised that building in question is a private school and the children attending are students actually students of that school. Mr. Jandreau explained they are looking to start a cultivation facility on one side of building and storefront on the other side that sells medical, not recreational marijuana. There was a general consensus, from all sides, that the laws are changing very quickly in regard to medical marijuana.  

Board Member Howe inquired if one part is growing, will the product be processed? Mr. Glinko responded that yes, will be a processed a product. 

Board Member Wall questioned if they will be selling food products? Mr. Glinko advised would need to be licensed to sell and would outsource food products.  

Mr. Glinko advised will be selling the flower. Chairman Miragliuolo inquired if it is still only 5 clients per day? Mr. Glinko explained that 5 clients per day is no longer applicable and they are able to sell 2.5 oz every 15 days to card holders. He also explained that customers can still buy creams, salves and other products. Mr. Jandreau reiterates that they want to be selling a quality product. He continues with that other products may not have been tested for pesticides and individuals could be smoking a tainted product unknowingly. 

Board Member Howe states that the Board is not trying to determine if cannabis is good or bad, they are concerned with the use of property such as compliance of fire and building codes. Mr. Jandreau advised building will undergo state inspections to make sure they are responsible for any waste products. CEO state would expect to see a CO2 process, an exhaust (product/clean air) system and compliance with energy code.  Mr. Jandreau explains they will have a sealed room and will not have CO2. The filtered air will be staying within the building.   CEO requested that they describe what they are doing? 

Mr. Glinko states spoke with previous CEO regarding application. Mr. Jandreau states would have had information regarding electrical if they had known was needed. In regard to LD1539, Chairman Miragliuolo advised that nothing will go forward until China opts in. Chairman Miragliuolo states if China opted in, the Board would expect to see a more complete application.  Board Member Wall questioned the distances from school and advised that the default if no opt in is 1000 ft. CEO states he has not calculated the distances but will be checking. Board Member Howe advised if 248 ft from building, it would be illegal for Town to approve. Mr. Jandreau states they will argue. Mr. Glinko suggest that there should be not more conversation until Town of China has opted in and that application is based on cultivation. Mr. Jandreau stressed that there are dozens that are cultivating on private property and that they should have to have a change of use. There is a need to have some protection for the citizens. Mr. Glinko states distance from school is based on signage. Chairman Miragliuolo explained that it is based on ordinances and is a discussion for another day. Chairman Miragliuolo advised can send email of draft ordinances. Mr. Jandreau stated that they will provide more detail to the board. Mr. Glinko takes responsibility for lack of information. Chairman Miragliuolo questioned if there is an interim plan if China does not opt. Mr. Glinko states they will re-evaluate at that time. Chairman Miragliuolo reiterated that if there is any change of use, the change needs to come back to the board for approval. Board Member Howe inquired if they are intending to amend? Mr. Glinko responded, yes. Board Member Howe corrected Mr. Jandreau’s comment that the town has no jurisdiction over an extraction facility, when in fact the Town does have jurisdiction. 

Chairman Miragliuolo closed public hearing

CEO Report

CEO states has only been in town for a week and a half. He goes on to mention that at one time he had a camp on China lake. CEO has known most of the folks in town including Board Member Howe family. CEO goes onto states that it is nice to be back in town. 

Chairman Miragliuolo questioned if CEO is full time? CEO advised is currently still working for South Thomaston on Wednesday mornings and will decide at a later date if he will continue that job.
  
Chairman Miragliuolo advised that there is an application for an RV campground. Chairman Miragliuolo questioned if 80% of the residents are over 55 for mobile home get federal compensation, would this apply to an RV park? He goes on to state that the location is over on Dirigo Rd.
 
CEO Butler complimented past CEO Mitnik for being very efficient for only working for 2 days a week.
 
Mr. Glinko questioned why a public hearing was needed? Chairman Miragliuolo explains that the application would have gone to public meeting anyways? By going to public hearing now, it saved by all information out. Chairman Miragliuolo explained that a public hearing is to answer questions and was uncertain if there would be a public reaction. CEO explained that the application should be signed and completed by the applicant. CEO advised he is willing to answer questions. Chairman Miragliuolo praised Mr. Glinko and Mr. Jandreau for being very prepared. CEO states he spoke with past CEO Mitnik regarding application and needs to be more as to what is being done at location and the building. Board Member Wall states result is that the application needs to be more descriptive. Board Member Howe inquired if they can you do without a commercial location? Mr. Glinko responded that they possibly could but would not open to the public. The Board consensus is there needs to be clarification in the application. 

CEO advised that MMA has a training session in Augusta regarding changes in regulations regarding marijuana facilities. Chairman Miragliuolo stressed that the burden is on the applicant to educate the Planning Board. 

Future Schedule and Adjourn

Next Planning Board Meeting: July 23, 2019
Motion to adjourn meeting made by Board Member Wall. 
Both motions seconded by Chairman Miragliuolo

There was no further discussion and the motion to adjourn was unanimously approved. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Dawn Kilgore
Planning Board Secretary
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