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China Planning Board Meeting 
China Town Office 571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine 

APPROVED Minutes of January 26, 2016
Board Members Present: Chairman Frank Soares, James Wilkens, Milton Dudley, Toni Wall, Tom Miragliuolo
Board Members Not Present:  N/A
Codes Enforcement Officer Paul Mitnik Present

Attendees:  Phillip McKinnis, Sandra McKinnis, Russell Coston, Russell Coston, Jr, George Weber, Mary Grow, Jacob Rodrigue, Nanci Rodrigue
Regular Business 

Business Meeting Opened by Chairman Soares at 6:30pm
Minutes

Review meeting minutes of December 8, 2015.  
Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Dudley.

Motion seconded by Board Member Wall. 

There was no further discussion and the motion was approved with a vote of 4 approved and 1 abstention.  Board Member Miragliuolo abstained from the vote due to the fact that he was not a sworn in member of the Board during the last meeting.
CEO Report
Abutter Notifications for Planning Board Applications
· Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) Mitnik stated there is no requirement in the Ordinance regarding abutter notifications.  CEO Mitnik provided the Board with an example from another Ordinance regarding abutter notification for the Board’s consideration.  CEO Mitnik said there should be a specific requirement in the Ordinance and the Town should receive a fee for abutter notifications. 

· Board Member Dudley said it would be appropriate to add the revised language to the Ordinance and that there should not be much trouble adding it. All of the Board members agreed.  Chairman Soares asked about adding the revision to the list of proposed changes already being considered.  Board Member Miragliuolo suggested a clarification to consider in regards to adding a timeframe for the notices to be sent prior to a meeting.  CEO Mitnik stated he has been sending notices seven (7) days prior to the meeting date and has received complaints that people are not receiving the notices timely.  Board Member Dudley suggested that since there was business to be heard at tonight’s meeting that this discussion should be tabled until the next meeting.  Chairman Soares asked CEO Mitnik to draft the suggested revisions to be reviewed during the next meeting.  
New Business
1.  Phillip McKinnis

9 Legion Memorial Dr

Conditional Use Permit Review 

Office and Fabrication

Map 22, Lot 133

A proposal to move an existing business from a Route 3 location to the former Farrington’s building.

· Mr. McKinnis addressed the Board by stating this is a small business which he started in 2004 at his home on the Alder Park Road.  Mr. McKinnis stated the business moved two (2) years ago to the current Route 3 location.  Mr. McKinnis stated that he fabricates window blinds, shades and various window treatments.  Mr. McKinnis stated that the business has grown and requires more space.  Mr. McKinnis stated he understood there had been concerns regarding the condition of the former Farrington’s building.  He stated that the right side of the building was in reasonable condition where the current fabrication will take place.  The left side of the building will be used for warehousing.  There will be no changes to signage and he plans to repair only the inside of the demolished/stripped out portion of the building.     
· Board Member Dudley asked about noise/interferences that could be expected. He asked about traffic flow to the area, noise associated with the assembly and manufacture of the window treatments, how many employees there would be and what hours the business would be open.  Mr. McKinnis responded that currently a UPS truck makes deliveries every other day.  In addition, during this time of year a tractor trailer would make deliveries once per month.  Mr. McKinnis stated that in the summer when business increases, he could expect two (2) trailer trucks per week.  Mr. McKinnis addressed the question regarding noise and stated that he currently shares a building and the neighbors in that building cannot hear them.  He reiterated that the noisiest tool used is a chop saw.   Mr. McKinnis stated that eighty-five percent (85%) of materials are recycled and the rest are disposed of at the China Transfer Station.  He stated there are no chemicals, etc.  Board Member Dudley asked how many employees there were.   Mr. McKinnis responded that currently it is himself and his wife along with their two (2) sons.  They have one (1) other family member currently assisting part time.  Mr. McKinnis stated he expects to add an additional two (2) employees within the next year.  Mr. McKinnis stated that the operating hours would be 9am – 5pm however on days that there were to be installations, they could be there as early as 7am.   Mr. McKinnis stated he does not use big trucks for transport.  He indicated that he has some retail customers but most of the business is conducted as wholesale.  Mr. McKinnis reiterated that a customer cannot walk in and walk out with a product the same day.  All of the blinds are custom made and everything is conducted by appointment only.  Mr. McKinnis stated they are currently busy servicing Maine General, Eastern Maine Medical Center and Colby College to name a few.  

· Chairman Soares reviewed the draft conditional use permit:

· Board Member Wall asked about exterior lighting.  Mr. McKinnis stated he was unsure what was currently in place and that he would not have a permanent light; it would be a light with a motion sensor.  Chairman Soares reminded him of the location being in a residential area.  
· Chairman Soares asked if there was any history of flood problems in area.  CEO Mitnik stated the building is not in a flood plain. 

· Chairman Soares asked about construction inside the building.  Mr. McKinnis stated that the right side of the building is finished and that will be used now.  The left side needs to be insulated, sheet rocked, etc.  That section will be used for storage.  

· Board Member Wilkens asked if the well was a shared well.  Mr. McKinnis responded, “Yes”. 
· Board Member Dudley made a motion that the application was complete.  Board Member Miragliuolo seconded the motion. There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved. 

· CEO Mitnik recommended that the Board vote on each individual criterion one by one.  Board Member Dudley made a motion that all fifteen (15) criterions had been met.  Board Member Wall seconded the motion.  Board Member Dudley stated there was no reason to re-read what had been done already and that there was no need to vote on each criterion separately.  Board Member Wilkens pointed out that the Board had received a letter from an abutter.  Board Member Wilkens asked if all abutters were notified.  CEO Mitnik responded, “Yes.”   
· Board Member Miragliuolo asked if manufacturing activity were to take place in the unfinished space how much noise would it create.  Mr. McKinnis stated that the chop saw would only be used in the finished area of the building.     
· Board Member Wilkens expressed concern regarding the Board’s process of reviewing the conditional use application.  He stated the Board had previously conducted a review first and then voted for permit issuance two (2) weeks later during the next meeting.  Board Member Dudley stated that the Board’s recent practice did not require two (2) separate meetings.  Board Member Wall suggested that there be a public hearing and asked Mr. McKinnis if waiting two (2) weeks would impede his business.  Mr. McKinnis responded, “No.”  CEO Mitnik pointed out there was nothing in the Ordinance that requires the Board to have two (2) meetings.  
· There was no further discussion and the Board voted 4-1 that all 15 criterions had been met.  Board Member Wilkens abstained. 
· Board Member Wall made a motion that there be a public hearing. Board Member Wilkens seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.  

2. Michael and Alicia Brown

9 Main St

Condition Use Application Pre-Application

General Store / Bakery

Tax Map 62, Lot 63
Preliminary proposal to reopen the old China General Store
Applicants not in attendance.
3. Russell Coston


289 Dirigo Rd


Condition Use Permit Firewood Processing


Tax Map 24 Lot 36

A firewood processing operation needs Planning Board authorization
· Russell Coston Jr addressed the Board.  Mr. Coston stated that wood is currently delivered to the site as tree length via a tri-axle truck.  They then saw, split and stack the wood for sale.  Mr. Coston stated that people can come to their lot to pick up the wood themselves or it could be delivered.  Chairman Soares asked about the size of the area.  Mr. Coston replied that the wood is kept on a lower lot where there is plenty of space.    

· Board Member Dudley commented that he lives below the location and that traffic stays on the Coston’s property and that there had been no interference with vehicles on the public way.  Board Member Dudley stated that it was a nice little operation contained within the Coston property.

· Chairman Soares reviewed the draft conditional use application:

· Mr. Coston stated there were no open flames as nothing is burned there. 
· Chairman Soares asked if they ever received complaints from neighbors.  Mr. Coston stated they had not received complaints and normally work from 4pm to 9pm cutting and splitting wood.  This is a part time job.   

· Chairman Soares asked about traffic on the Dirigo Road.  Mr. Coston stated that people could drive in adjacent to the wood racks and drive straight through without the need to back out into the road.  

· Board Member Wall asked about gas and/or diesel storage.  Mr. Coston stated they use five (5) gallon gas cans to store gas in the back of a pick-up truck.  There are no large tanks on site.   
· Board Member Wilkens asked about lighting at night.  Mr. Coston stated they use a drop cord that hooks to a car battery using a sixty (60) watt bulb.     
· Board Member Miragliuolo asked about adjacent properties and what type of machinery was being used on the site.   Mr. Coston said they use a chain saw and wood splitter.  Board Member Dudley asked how long they had been in operation.  Mr. Coston stated three to four (3 to 4) years.  CEO Mitnik stated that all abutters had been notified.   

· Board Member Wilkens made a motion that all fifteen (15) criterions had been met. Board Member Wall seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.
· Board Member Dudley made a motion that no public hearing was needed.  Board Member Wilkens seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.  
Chairman Soares asked CEO Mitnik to provide the Board with a brief overview of the application regarding the former China General Store.  CEO Mitnik stated that the application was for a general store and bakery.  Chairman Soares asked CEO Mitnik if he anticipated any permitting issues.    CEO Mitnik stated there would be no permit required from the Fire Marshall’s office as the bakery was not to be a significant part of the business.  He did state that a health inspection may be needed.  
Old Business
The Ordinance revisions were postponed for a future meeting.  CEO Mitnik asked if the Board wanted to review all of the proposed revisions at once or do them separately as time permitted.   All of the Board agreed that there should be a focused meeting just on the Ordinance revisions with no other items on the agenda.    
Additional Business
· CEO Mitnik stated that the CMP Substation permit had expired and that they would be re-applying.  
· MJEK Seafood – CEO Mitnik stated that the addition on to the existing building was not reviewed by the Planning Board.  CEO Mitnik stated he obtained a legal opinion from Maine Municipal Association (MMA).  The building is legal but any business conducted within that building is not legal without Planning Board authorization.  CEO Mitnik stated he has drafted a letter to Mr. Marois however, Mr. Marois had expressed concerns regarding the $50 fee for a modification permit.  CEO Mitnik pointed out that there was no definition in the Ordinance regarding “modification”.
Future Schedule and Adjourn:
Planning Board Meeting: February 9, 2016

Motion to adjourn made by Board Member Dudley.  
Motion seconded by Board Member Wilkens.
There was no further discussion and the motion to adjourn was unanimously approved. 




Meeting Adjourned at 7:17pm
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Cunningham
Planning Board Secretary
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