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China Planning Board Meeting 
China Town Office 
571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine 

APPROVED Minutes of February 14, 2017
Board Members Present: Chairman James Wilkens, Milton Dudley, Tom Miragliuolo, Ralph Howe
Board Members Not Present:  Toni Wall
Codes Enforcement Officer Paul Mitnik Present

Attendees:  Tom Michaud, Jean Dempster, Jeff Zimmerman, Bob Bennett
Meeting opened by Chairman Wilkens at 6:30pm
Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag
Chairman Wilkens appointed Board Member Howe to voting capacity
Chairman Wilkens welcomed new Board member Tom Michaud however Mr. Michaud had not been sworn in and therefore did not participate on the Board.
Meeting Minutes
Review the minutes from the January 10, 2017 

Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Dudley
Motion seconded by Board Member Miragliuolo
There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved with Chairman Wilkens abstaining from the vote.  
Review the minutes from the February 08, 2017 
Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Dudley
Motion seconded by Board Member Miragliuolo
Board Member Miragliuolo pointed out that the first bulleted item on page 2 should read that “ten (10) items would be daunting to discuss” not just item10.
It was also pointed out that on the third bulleted item it should read, “Footnote”, not footprint.  
There was no other discussion and the motion was unanimously approved with the amendments.
New Business
· Jean Dempster / South China Public Library

33 Jones Rd

Conditional Use Permit Preliminary Meeting

Rural District

Tax Map 22, Lot 77

A preliminary discussion of the South China Public Library’s plans to move the 
library to 33 Jones Rd in a manufactured building that was formerly a portable classroom owned by the Town.
· Jean Dempster addressed the Board.  Ms. Dempster stated she would like to have an informal conversation about the plans to relocate and expand the South China library.  Ms. Dempster stated that the library was run by volunteers and serves the Town of China and surrounding towns.  She pointed out that the current building was built in 1900 and is located on a tinely.14 acre lot with no expansion possibilities.  The library purchased the property located at 33 Jones Road in June 2016.  Ms. Dempster said that they were working on ideas of what to do with the 4.7-acre property including where the library would be located.  She stated the property includes the original farmhouse, 1900 barn and an old shed.  She stated they were looking at the large flat area to the south as a possible location for the library.  She stated that the Town has offered them a modular classroom to get started that will also include new construction for a bathroom and entry area.  She stated another possibility was to move the current library building five hundred twenty-eight (528) yards up the road and onto the new property.  She stated they were trying to raise money now in order to keep moving forward.  Ms. Dempster indicated they were hoping to improve to the Maine State Library minimum standards, which requires bathrooms, more operating hours and more programming.  She said that was the long-term plan.  

· Chairman Wilkens asked if there were any square footage requirements in order to meet the State standards.  Ms. Dempster replied, “No.”  She said currently the library has no paid staff and is only open ten (10) hours per week.  In order to meet the new standards they have to be open twelve (12) hours.  The current library has two computers with internet usage and they hope to increase to five public computers.  She stated that the initial plans include site work for a parking area, a slab for the modular classroom and new construction to include the bathroom and entry area.  
· China resident Tom Michaud asked if they were planning to make the changes all this year or over multiple years. Ms. Dempster stated if they were able to raise enough money this year the first step would be to get the modular onto a slab.  

· Chairman Wilkens asked about subsurface water.  Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) Mitnik stated the septic system would need upgrading.   In addition, the Phosphorous Control Ordinance would require them to have a 100-foot buffer, which he explained could be the field.  The buffer could be alongside the Jones Road and could drain toward the lake.  CEO Mitnik pointed out that the library would need permitting from the State Fire Marshall office, a construction permit, a barrier free permit and a handicap ramp consistent with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements.  

· Mr. Michaud asked about the ramp on the modular building located in the parking lot of the town office.  Ms. Dempster said that was not the building they were getting, but that the building is located at the Transfer Station.  She pointed out the current library has a handicap ramp which could be moved to the new building.  

· Bob Bennett stated he is a retired history teacher and from a historic perspective, was trying to save most of the original building as possible because it is unique.  He stated the building is emblematic of South China village and the town in general.  

· Ms. Dempster said they would like to restore the old farmhouse as it is on the national register of historic sites, but those plans would be “down the road”.  
· Chairman Wilkens asked if there was heat in the mobile classroom.  Ms. Dempster confirmed it did have heat, as well as, air conditioning.   She reiterated that they were still trying to determine if it would be cost effective to move the old building to the new site, as they had not received a quote on the cost to do so yet.  
· Board Member Howe asked if there had been any push back from the abutters.  Ms. Dempster stated the Barnes family seemed open to the idea and that in general the neighbors were in favor of the move.  

· Jeff Zimmerman asked CEO Mitnik if there were requirements for parking.  CEO Mitnik said there were no standards in the Ordinance however; they would have to meet ADA requirements.    

· CEO Mitnik asked Ms. Dempster if they wanted to be added to the agenda for the next Planning Board meeting.  Ms. Dempster said they would not be ready and that March would be better.  
· Chairman Wilkens thanked Ms. Dempster, Mr. Zimmerman and Mr. Bennett for all of the information.  

· Future Schedule of Ordinance Review / Modifications 
· Board Member Dudley suggested spending the first half hour of each meeting deliberating on old work and to schedule any applicants for 7:00pm.  He said it was easy to get “bogged down” in the daily work and not have time to review other items.  Chairman Wilkens agreed.  Board Member Howe suggested the Board have work sessions on the off Tuesdays and have nothing on the agenda other than the Ordinance review/modifications.  Board Member Dudley said he would be reluctant to add extra meetings and that on many occasions the Board has two (2) meetings per month with nothing else on the agenda.  Board Member Miragliuolo pointed out there is a cost to having additional meetings as well. Chairman Wilkens stated he liked the idea of the first half hour of the meeting being dedicated to working specifically on this matter.  Board Member Miragliuolo said it did not matter to him whether the discussion took place at the beginning or end of the meetings.  
· Tom Michaud stated he would be in Florida after March 10 and through the month of April returning for the first May meeting.  He asked if the Board could have a work session while before he leaves in order to get initiated into this.  Board Member Dudley said the Board had discussed a visioning meeting which was put on the “back burner”.  He suggested the Board re-group to discuss the Board’s mission.  Chairman Wilkens agreed.   
· CEO Mitnik asked if the Board wanted to meet February 28, 2017 for a visioning session and the Board agreed.  
· CEO Mitnik stated he had provided pages from the Comprehensive Plan and marked things that pertain to the Planning Board.  CEO Mitnik asked members if they wanted copy of the Comprehensive Plan.  They all stated, “Yes”.  Chairman Wilkens said that would a good place to start.   CEO Mitnik stated he would try to mail them out this Thursday and that it would be separate from the regular Planning Board packet of information.  Board Member Dudley clarified that that Board would not be “tackling” the Ordinance review and Comprehensive Plan during the February 28th meeting.  Chairman Wilkens agreed and Board Member Miragliuolo said the meeting was meant to be informative. 
· Tom Michaud stated that the petition regarding the Varney situation was brought up at the last Selectman meeting at which time Irene Belanger was tasked with bringing the issue to the Implementation Committee.   Mr. Michaud said he thought it was a Planning Board issue.   Chairman Wilkens said the Select Board would have the Implementation Committee review the Comprehensive Plan but that the Planning Board still had to be included.  He clarified that anything the Implementation Committee comes up with the Planning Board has to vote on.  Mr. Michaud asked that once the Implementation Committee is formed and does their work if it was then to be presented to the Planning Board.   Board Member Dudley said he did not know.  Board Member Dudley stated the Ordinance gives power to the Planning Board.  Board Member Dudley said he would not be offended if the Implementation Committee wanted to go through the Plan and make recommendations but ultimately it would still need to go through the Planning Board.   Mr. Michaud stated that his wife Marie had put a lot of effort into the petition and the Select Board had done nothing.  
· Chairman Wilkens stated the Board would designate February 28th for a visioning session.  Board Member Dudley asked if the new Planning Board members had copies of the Planning Board Ordinance and the Land Development Code.  CEO Mitnik said he would provide them with both.   
CEO Report 

CEO Mitnik said there was nothing to report.
Future Schedule and Adjourn:
Planning Board Meeting: February 28, 2017

Motion to adjourn made by Board Member Dudley
Motion seconded by Board Member Miragliuolo
There was no further discussion and the motion to adjourn was unanimously approved. 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:03pm
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Cunningham
Planning Board Secretary
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