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China Planning Board Meeting 

China Town Office 

571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine 
APPROVED Minutes of May 22, 2018
Board Members Present: Chairman Miragliuolo, James Wilkens, Milton Dudley, Toni Wall, Kevin Michaud, Ron Breton
Board Members Not Present:  N/A
Codes Enforcement Officer Paul Mitnik Present

Attendees:  Irene Belanger
Meeting opened by Chairman Miragliuolo at 6:30pm
Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag
Meeting Minutes

Review the minutes from the May 08, 2018 

Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Wall
Motion seconded by Board Member Wilkens
There was no further discussion and the minutes were unanimously approved.
New Business
Comprehensive Plan

A continuing discussion of the comprehensive plan update.
Chairman Miragliuolo stated that two (2) new members for the Comprehensive Plan Committee were appointed by the Select Board – George Weber and Jean Conway.  The first meeting of the Committee will take place June 18, 2018 at 6:00pm in the portable building.  Chairman Miragliuolo stated he would attend the first meetings to help guide the Committee.  Chairman Miragliuolo had Julie at the Town Office remove the notice on the website.  Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) Mitnik said he was willing to help when he can.  
 China Land Development Code Definitions
The continuing review of Definitions – Chapter 11 of the China Land Development Code
S to T
Sapling – No change

Seedling – No change

Seasonal Dwelling – CEO Mitnik asked why this definition was different than the State’s.  Board Member Dudley asked how it would be enforced.  It was questioned what the point was of having the dates included.  It was questioned if a dwelling became year-round would they have to come see the CEO.  CEO Mitnik stated the Town developed a list of seasonal dwellings but he was unsure where it came from.  CEO Mitnik stated there is a difference in the property taxes.  A seasonal dwelling has less taxes.  If they use the property as a year-round dwelling, then they are not paying their fair share.  Chairman Miragliuolo said the term could not be removed so it needs to be defined somehow.  Board Member Wall asked if any other towns have it defined differently.  Board Member Dudley suggested “typically occupied three (3) or less seasons per year”.  The definition currently says seven (7) months out of the year, but it does not say which 7 months.  CEO Mitnik pointed out that the Building Code has a totally different definition.  Chairman Miragliuolo asked where the “7 months out of the year” was noted.  Board Member Breton said it is in the Ordinance.  CEO Mitnik said it was in there previously but it was removed with the last revisions.  The 7 months’ requirement is still in the State definition.  Board Member Wilkens said if it is related to taxes there must be a definition.  Board Member Dudley said it is hard to craft a definition not knowing how it would be used or enforced.  Board Member Breton asked what assessors use.  CEO Mitnik said they use the list the Town developed.  The Board agreed to get more information before making a decision.  
Service Drop – No change

Setback – Chairman Miragliuolo questioned if someone could build a parking lot right up to someone’s property line.  CEO Mitnik said some towns have setbacks for parking lots, but China does not.

Setback from the Water – No change

Shoreland Buffer – CEO Mitnik pointed out this definition was just crafted during the last revision.
Shoreland Frontage – Chairman Miragliuolo was under the impression you measured the entire shoreline.  No change.
Shoreland Zone – No change

Shoreline – No change

Significant River Segments – It was determined that the statute needed to be reviewed.  
Sign - No change.  Board Member Breton asked about digital signs and if they should be included.  CEO Mitnik said they may need to be included.    
Sign Area – No change

Skid Road Trail – Board Member Wall asked what forwarding machinery was.  No change
Slash – Chairman Miragliuolo asked if there could be anything left on the ground.  No change
Start of Construction – No change

Storm Damaged Tree – No change

Stream – No change

Street – Board Member Wilkens asked about, circle, drive, lane and paper street to be added.  CEO Mitnik said setbacks are not applied on a paper street.  Board Member Wall asked if China would allow someone who has a house to build a deck up to the line of a paper street.  CEO Mitnik said most of them in China would not be built because of non-conforming lots.  The Board agreed to remove paper street. 

Street Classification – It was questioned if a private way could have more than eight (8) lots.  The Board agreed to remove the number on each definition.  

Structure – CEO Mitnik said this definition is word for word from the Shoreland Zoning Guidelines.  CEO Mitnik said someone had to get a building permit for solar panels that stand alone.  

Structure Coverage – No change

Substantial Damage – No change

Substantial Improvement – No change – CEO Mitnik said this is from the Floodplain language.  Board Member Breton asked how a repair is considered an improvement.  

Substantial Start – No change

Subdivision – No change

Subdivision Major – No change
Subdivision Minor – No change

Sustained Slope – No change

Targeted Market Coverage Area – “The area to which is to be served by this proposal.”
Timber Harvesting – CEO Mitnik said Section 15(P) is the wrong reference, it should be 15(I)

Timber Harvesting and Related Activities – No Change

Tract or Parcel of Land – No Change

Tributary Stream – No change – Board Member Wall asked about “lack of terrestrial vegetation”.  It would be considered something else if it has vegetation.

CEO Report

CEO Mitnik stated he found another conflict in the Ordinance.  He had someone who wanted to add a bedroom to their camp and the whole lot is in resource protection.  Page 2-6 conflicts with the Table on 2-13 #15. There is a reference to Section 5A on page 2-17.  CEO Mitnik stated he was trying to figure out what was intended in the Ordinance.  It was stated that the intent was to allow the expansion for structures in resource protection areas.  Board Member Breton mentioned a specific situation on the Alder Park Road where the wet area was three-hundred (300) feet back and is now seventy-five (75) feet back.  CEO Mitnik said he allowed this applicant to do so.  He suggested if there was a conflict, to go with the stricter regulation.  
CEO Mitnik said that Dollar General was still trying to figure out what to do regarding the Phosphorous issue.  It was stated that they may need several more acres to meet the phosphorous guidelines.  The Dollar General applicant stated that Family Dollar went through this, could not meet the Phosphorous guidelines and it was still approved. 
Chairman Miragliuolo asked about the Fire Marshall Permit for the Horton’s.  CEO Mitnik said they were pursuing it but have not received it yet.  The permit has not been issued and they are still operating. 

Central Church – The Department of Transportation (DOT) said they needed an access permit due to the change of use.  It was stated that they may have to add a left turn lane.  They are pursuing the entrance permit. 
Future Schedule and Adjourn:
Planning Board Meeting: June 26, 2018
Motion to adjourn made by Board Member Breton
Motion seconded by Board Member Michaud
There was no further discussion and the motion to adjourn was unanimously approved. 


Meeting Adjourned at 7:45pm
Respectfully Submitted, 

Tracy Cunningham

Planning Board Secretary
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